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PxVRT I.— LIST OF LESSOX CHAPTERS AND 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. 



CHAPTER I.— The Birth of Jesus Christ (S. Luke 

2:1-20). 
CHAPTER IL— Child Life and Home Life (S. Luke 

2:21-52). 
CHAPTER 111.— The Herald of a New Era (S. Maii: 

1:1-8). 
CHAPTER IV.— The Thunderer (S. Luke 3:1-30; 

S. Matthew 3: 1-11). 
CHAPTER V. — The Baptism and Temptation of 

Jesus Christ, the Messiah (S. Matthew 3:13-17; 

4:1-11). 
CHAPTER YL- The Office of the Messiah (S. Luke 

4:14-31a). 
CHAPTER VII.— The First Followers of the Mes- 
siah (S. John 1:35-41; S. Mark 1:16-20). 
CHAPTER VIIL— A Day^s Work (S. Mark 1:21-34). 
CHAPTER IX. — A Miracle that Drew Crowds and 

Caused a Change of Plans (S. Mark 1: 35-45). 
CHAPTER X. — An Act of Kindness which Provoked 

Hostility (S. Mark 2:1-12). 
CHAPTER XI.— The Messsiah\s Associates (S. Mark 

2:13-17; S. Luke 5:27-32). 
CHAPTER XII.— The Messl\h\s Attitude Toward 

THE Mosaic Law (S. Mark 2: 18-28; S. John 5: 1-16; 

S. Matthew 22:36-39). 
CHAPTER XIII.— The Mission of the Twelve Apos- 
tles OR A Missionary Journey (S. Matthew 9: 36-38; 

10:1-10). 
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CHAPTEE XIV.— A Preaching Tour (S. Luke 7: 1-10, 

18-22, 36-50; 8:1-3). 
CHAPTER XV.— The Great Refltsal (S. John 6: 1-16, 

25-35, 60-68). 
REVIEW CHAPTER. 
CHAPTER A (Supplementary), — The Axnuxciatiox 

(S. Luke 1 : 26-56). Insert before Chapter I. 
CHAPTER B {Supplementary). — S. John the Baptist 

a Prophet (Scattered References). Insert after 

Chapter A. 
CHAPTER C {Supplementary) .—\Yis¥. Men Worship 

the Messiah (S. Matthew 2:1-12). Insert after 

Chapter I. 
CHAPTER D {Supplementary).— The First Miracle 

S. John 2 : 1-12). Insert after Chapter V. 
CHAPTER E {Supplementary). — The Messiah Heals 

A Nobleman's Son (S. John 4:45-54). Insert after 

Chapter D. 
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CHAPTER XVL— A Northern Journey (S.Mark 7: 
24-37). 
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Friends (S. Mark 8:27-38). 

CHAPTER XVIII.— The Great Vision (S. Mark 9: 
2-29). 

CHAPTER XIX.— The Messiah as a Man of Prayer 
(S. John 17). 

CHAPTER XX.— The Messiah as a Friend (S. John 
15:1-16). 

CHAPTER XXI. — Jesus Christ as a Shepherd of 
Men (S. John 10:1-18). 

CHAPTER XXIL— The Messiah by a Great Miracle 
Hastens His Own Death (S. John 11: 1-57). 

CHAPTER XXIIL— The Royal Entry into Jeru- 
salem (S. Mark 11:1-11). 

CHAPTER XXIV.— The Last Supper (S. Mark 14: 1, 
2, 10-25). 

CHAPTER XXV.— The Last Night (S. Mark 14:32- 
50). 

CHAPTER XXVI.— The Trials, Ecclesiastical and 
civil (S. Mark 14:53-65; S. Luke 23:1-25). 

CHAPTER XXVII.— The Crucifixion of the Mes- 
siah S. Mark 15:16-47). 

CHAPTER XXVIII.— The Resurrection of the Mes- 
siah (S. Luke 24:1-35). 

CHAPTER XXIX.— The Great Commission and the 
Ascension (S. Matthew 28:19-20; S. Luke 24: 
46-53). 
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DIEECTIONS TO TEACHERS. 



This Course of a Year's Lessons on the Life of Jesus 
Christ the Messiah is designed for scholars of from 14 to 
18 years of age. Those who take these lessons should have 
already had the Junior Life of Christ, and should follow 
the present Course with one on The Character and Teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. The number of Lessons in this 
Course, including Eeview and Supplementary Lessons, is 
just forty. Schools requiring a larger number can easily 
find material for them in this Course, as many of the Les- 
sons include matter enough for several Lessons, and the 
Reviews can be studied with profit for more than one Sun- 
day each. 

It is of the utmost importance that the answers to those 
Questions to be answered in writing, be written out by 
each pupil for every Sunday's Lesson. Experience has 
shown that the plan of writing the answers, either on sep- 
arate sheets of paper, or in special notebooks, or in the 
lesson books themselves, is practicable and advantageous. 
These answers should be corrected by the teacher and pre- 
served by the pupils. In following this plan, it is desirable 
that the answers be full enough to mean something, when 
standing alone. For example: If the Question reads: 
"Where was Jesus Born?" the Answer should include the 
Question, and constitute an independent statement; thus: 
"Jesus was born in Bethlehem." 

It will be observed that in these Lessons, no references 
to the versus containing the answers are given, except in 
cases of special difficulty or where the verse required is out- 
side of the Lesson Chapter. It is believed that to give the 
reference with each question is a hindrance rather than a 
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The Life of Jesus Christ the Messiah, 

help, since it permits children to become expert in finding 
the answer, without understanding the point. 

Attention is called especially to the Eeview Questions 
at the beginning of each Lesson. Their purpose is four- 
fold : to aid memory through repetition ; to test knowledge ; 
to aid thought by combining related facts; and to prepare 
for the new Lesson. It will be noted that in carrying out 
this purpose, it is not always possible or desirable to base 
the Eeview Questions on the Lesson immediately preceding. 

The Eeview Questions at the end of each Half- Year are 
designed to group essential facts in such way as to give a 
view of the whole, and to suggest meanings. It is strongly 
advised that teachers become familiar with these Eeview 
Questions before beginning to teach the First Lesson of the 
Course, in order that, knowing the end from the beginning, 
themselves, they may be able to lay stress on the points to 
be mastered by the pupils. 

Many teachers will doubtless feel the lack of Questions 
designed to arouse emotions and thoughts regarding the 
application of these Lessons to personal conduct and char- 
acter. Such questions have been omitted purposely, in the 
conviction that Questions prepared by a Committee and 
printed in cold type cannot take the place of the living 
word of the teacher. Questions of fact lose nothing, but 
rather gain, by being prepared beforehand and put in print. 
Questions bearing on heart and life must suit the occasion, 
and must fit the individual pupil ; they should come fresh 
from the heart of the individual teacher. 

It is to be noted that no Memoriter Work is provided 
for in this Course of Lessons, as it is found that scholars 
of this advanced age are not easily induced to perform it, 
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Teachers' Notes. 

and assigned work left undone is productive of positive 
injury. Should teachers and scholars, however, desire such 
work, it is suggested that Hymns^ from the Hymnal and 
Chajits from the Prayer Book Services will furnish ample 
and suitable material. 

A number of large and attractive Pictures have been 
inserted in the manuals of this Course. No provision is 
made for supplying Penny Pictures to each scholar, srnce 
that is more immediately adapted to an earlier age and 
Course. Should Teachers desire to secure Pictures illus- 
trative of the Lesson Topics, either to distribute to the 
scholars or for personal illustration, communication with 
the Sunday School Commission will secure the detailed 
Lists. 
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STEREOSCOPIC PHOTOGRAPHS. 



The following selected list of Underwood & Underwood's 
Stereoscopic photographs of the Holy Land have been especially 
arranged and adapted for use in connection with the Lessons in 
this book. 

The Rev. William Byron Forbush, Ph.D., has prepared a course 
of lessons, "The Travel Lessons on the Life of Jesus," based on 
these stereoscopic photographs, the plan of which is for a teacher 
to take his or her entire class by this means into the atmosphere 
and presence of the very places in Palestine where Jesus' life was 
spent; and then while there, and under such favorable conditions, 
to teach each given lesson. 

The handbook by Dr. Forbush, which accompanies the stereo- 
graphs, contains several ingenious key-maps, which show at a 
glance just the points in Palestine where the different scenes were 
made, and that also give for each, by means of diverging red lines, 
the exact direction and field of vision. In addition to this, the 
handbook provides adequate descriptions and methods of treat- 
ment for each scene used. This handbook costs 75 cts., and will 
be a most valuable aid in the use of these stereographs. Refer- 
ences are here made to this book for the benefit of those who may 
want to use it. 

Important. — In ordering the following stereographs for these 

lessons, always mention the title and edition of this book. 

Chapter XVI. — Stereograph No. 24, "Ruins of Ancient Tyre — 

wonderful fulfilment of Prophecy, Syria." Description and 

treatment. Topic XVI., Forbush Handbook. 

Chapter XVII.— Stereograph No. 7, "Relief Map of Palestine." 

Trace journey from Sea of Galilee to Caesarea Philippi. 
Chapter XVIII.— Stereograph No. 25, "Old Gate to Caesarea 
Philippi, at the foot of Mount Hermon." Description and 
treatment, pp. 148-151, Forbush Handbook. 
Chapter XIX. 
Chapter XX. 

Chapter XXI. — Stereograph No. 6, " *By the side of still waters'-^ 
on the Plain of Jezreel." 
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Chapter XXII. — Stereograph No. 27, "Bethany, where our Lord 
was anointed by Mary — S. from eastern slope of Olivet." 
Description and treatment, pp. 156, 157, Forbush Handbook. 

Chapter XXIII. — Stereograph No. 30, "Jerusalem, the City of 
the Great King, from Mount of Olives." Stereograph No. 
31, Throngs coming up to Jerusalem for sacrifice — outside 
the eastern wall." Description and treatment. Topic XXI., 
p. 166. Forbush Handbook. 

Chapter XXIV. 

Chfjpter XXV. — Stereograph No. 33, "Ancient olive trees, Garden 
of Gethsemane, near Jerusalem." Description and treat- 
ment, pp. 181-183, Forbush Handbook. 

Chapter XXVI. — Stereograph No. 32, "Jerusalem and the Mount 
of Olives — east from the Latin Hospice." Description and 
treatment, p. 178, Forbush Handbook. 

Chapter XXVII.— Stereograph No. 34, "'The New Calvary', out- 
side Damascus Gate, from the northern wall." Description 
and treatment. Topic XXIII., p. 184, Forbush Handbook. 

Chapter XXVIIL— Stereograph No. 35, " The Tomb of Our Lord,' 
New Calvary, outside of Jerusalem." Description and 
treatment, Topic XXIV., p. 188, Forbush Handbook. 

Chapter XXIX. — Stereograph No. 36, "Looking S. E. along the 
eastern shore of Galilee, where the draught of fishes was 
taken." Description and treatment. Topic XXV., p. 191, 
Forbush Handbook. 

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS. 

Chapter F. — No stereographs. 

Chapter G.— Stereograph No. 28, "The Pool of Siloam— outside 
of Jerusalem." Description and treatment. Topic XIX., 
pp. 159-161, Forbush Handbook. 

CHAPTER H.— Stereograph No. 11, "Plain of the Jordan, south- 
east from the ruins of ancient Jericho." Description and 
treatment, pp. 86, 87; also two last paragraphs 164. 

Chapter I. — Stereograph No. 11, "Plain of the Jordan, southeast 
from the ruins of ancient Jericho." Description and treat- 
ment, pp. 86, 87; also two last paragraphs 164. 

xii 



Digitized by V^OOQIC 



The Life of Jesus Christ the Messiah. 

Chapter J. — Stereograph No. 27. — "Bethany, where our Lord was 
anointed by Mary — south from jeastern slope of Olivet." 
Description and treatment, pp. 156, 157, Forbush Hand- 
book. Stereograph No. 3116, "Ruins of the home of Mar- 
tha, Mary, and Lazarus at Bethany." Special description 
on back of stereograph. 
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AUTHORITIES REFERRED TO. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, p. 82. 

Dawson: Life of Christ, 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, pp. 25-43. 

Farrar: Life of Christ, pp. 243-262. 

Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 201-207. 

Holtzmann: Life of Jesus, pp. 299-313. 

Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 105-106. 

Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. p. 48. 

Trench: Notes on the Miracles, pp. 267-274. 

Cambridge Bible Commentary on "S. Matthew," pp. 128-130; 
"S. Mark:" 

Hastings Bible Dictionary: Articles on "Tyre," "Zidon," "Gen- 
tiles." 

Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, p. 112. 

Note: — These references are taken from books to be found in 

the S. S. Library. It is to be hoped that teachers will use these 

books in the preparation of the lessons. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 84-85. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 
72-88. 

Farrar: Life of Christ, pp. 262-275. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 218-233. 

Holtzmann: Life of Jesus, pp. 318-341. 

Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 106-108. 

Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. pp. 50, 51. 

Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. Matthew," "S. Mark," "S. 

Luke." pp. 133-137. 
Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 116-118. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: Articles .on "Jesus Christ," "Peter 

(Simon)," "Son of God," Messiah," "Church," "Caesarea 

Philippi." pp. 628-629. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 86-90. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II.,. pp. 

91-105. 
Farrar: Life of Christ, pp. 276-285. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 234-247. 
Holtzmann: Life of Jesus, pp. 341-345. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 109-110. 
Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. pp. 52, 53. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on *'S^. Matthew," pp. 137-140; 

"S. Mark," "S. Luke." 
Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 119-122. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: Articles on "Jesus Christ," p. 629; 

"Messiah," "Moses," "Elijah," "Transfiguration." 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Abbott: Life of Christ. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 

93-96, 528-532, 538-541. 
Farrar: Life of Christ, pp. 243-244, 277, 444-445. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol II., pp. 76-77, 236, 478-479, 295-296. 
Holtzmann : Life of Jesus, pp. 467-469, 260-266. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 109, 125. 
Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. p. 90. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. John," pp. 307-317. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: Article on "Jesus Christ." 

CHAPTER XX. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 50-54. 
Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 
93-96, 523-528, 538-539, 593-594, 600-603. 
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Farrar: Life of Chnst. pp.276, 444-445, 341-344, 357-364, 371- 

373, 504-505. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. I., pp. 441-445; Vol. XL, pp. 1-2, 

291-293, 309-314, 536-537. 
Holtzmann: Life of Jesus, pp. 238-243. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 80-83, 109, 124-125. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. John," pp. 286-291. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: "Articles on "Apostle," "John the 

Apostle," "Peter (Simon)," "James the Son of Zebedee,*' 

"Transfiguration." 
See Bruce: Training of the Tiielve. 
See Briggs: Messiah of the Apostles. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Abbott: Life of Christ. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 

188-194. 
Farrar: Life of Christ, p. 311. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 302-305. 
Holtzmann: Life of Jesus, pp. 278-279. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 86-89. 
Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. p. 57. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. John," pp. 210-218. 
Bruce: Parabolic Teaching of Christ, pp. 264-274. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 109-112. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 

144-147, 308-326, 357-360. 
Stalker: Life of Christ. p.llO. 

Farrar: Life'of Christ, pp. 341-344, 357-364, 370-373. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 292-293, 309-317. 
Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. pp. 69, 71. 
Trench: Notes on the Miracles, pp. 306-337. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. John," pp. 226-248. 
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Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 135, 105-107. 

Hastings* Bible Dictionary: Articles on "Lazarus of Bethany," 
"Martha," "Mary the Sister of Martha," "Bethany," 
"Scribes," "Pharisees," "Sadducees," "Sepulchre." 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 123-127. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 

363-373. 
Holtzmann: Life of Jesus, pp. 404-407. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 113-124. 
Farrar: Life of Christ, pp. 374-383. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 370-391. 
Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. p. 74. 
Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 169-170. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. Matthew," pp. 153-160; 

"S. Mark," "S. Luke," "S. John," pp. 249-250. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: Articles on "Passover," "Jerusalem," 

"Messiah," "Jesus Christ," p. 632. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 143-149. 

Dawson : Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Jjife and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 

326, 380-414, 468-532. 
Holtzmann: Life of Jesus, pp. 457-465. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 124-126. 
Farrar: Life of Christ, pp. 372-374, 423-442. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 432-470. 
Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. pp. 84, 85. 
Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 195-211. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. Matthew," pp. 196-205; 

"S. Mark," "S. Luke," "S. John," pp. 261-316. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: Articles on "Pharisees," "Sadducees," 

"Scribes," "Passover," "Judas Iscariot," "Sanhedrim." 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 150-153. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 

533-545. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 125-12^. 
Farrar: Life of Christ, pp. 442-454. 
Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., p. 471. 
Stock: Lessons on Life of Our Lord. pp. 91, 92. 
Cambridge Bible: Commentary on **S. Matthew," pp. 207-212; 

"S. Mark," "S. Luke," "S. John," pp. 318-322. 
Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 211-213. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: Articles on 'Mudas Iscariot," "Peter 

(Simon)," "Gethsemane," "James the Son of Zebedee," 

"John the Apostle." Also the article on "Jesus Christ," 

pp. 632-633. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

Abbott: Life of Christ, pp. 154-163. 

Dawson: Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. IT., pp. 

546-581. 
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Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 213-227. 
Geikie: Life of Christ, pp. 481-522. 
Hastings' Bible Dictionary: Articles on "Jesus Christ," pp. 632- 

633; "Messiah," "Pilate (Pontius)," "Barabbas," "Herod 

Antipas," Sanhedrim," "Annas," "Caiaphas," "Pharisees," 

"Sadducees," "Scribes." 

CHAPTER XXVII. 
Dawson: Life of Christ. 
Stalker: Life of Christ, pp. 141-146. 
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Geikie: Life of Christ. Vol. II., pp. 523-546. 
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Cambridge Bible: Commentary on "S. Matthew," pp. 219-227; 

"S. Mark," "S. Luke," "S. John," pp. 343-353. 
Stevens and Burton: Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 227-234. 
Hastings* Bible Dictionary: Articles on "Cross," "Calvary," 

"Centurion," "Mary the Virgin," "Joseph of Arimathea,'^ 

"John the Apostle," "Jesus Christ," p. 633. 
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Dawson: Life of Christ, 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Vol. II., pp. 

621-642. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



The Northern Journey 

The Messiah seeks separation in order to obtain quiet 
and to train His Disciples. 

S. Mark 7:24-37. 



Separation to Obtain Quiet and to Train His Dis- 
ciples. — "The district in which Jesus now found Himself 
presented strong contrasts to the district He had left. It 
was almost entirely pagan, and the Jewish population was 
sparse. Tyre was a great maritime city, distinguished by 
its wealth and luxury, which had repeatedly aroused the 
ire of the Hebrew prophets. Sidon also was a metropolis 
of commerce, abounding in the days of Christ with many 
splendid monuments of Greek and Roman art. It was 
among the rock-sepulchres of Sidon that there was recently 
discovered the sarcophagus of Alexander the Great, which 
is the noblest and most perfect specimen of Greek sepul- 
chral art which the world possesses. Both cities were 
delightfully situated. Tyre is approached from the east 
by wild mountain passes of Alpine dignity and grandeur. 
Sidon reposes under the immediate shelter of the mountain 
heights of Lebanon. The plain that lies between Lebanon 
and the sea is of inimitable richness and fertility. Along 
this plain Christ traveled, looking for the first time on the 
impressive spectacle of a pagan life, full of frivolity and 
pleasure, and unrestrained by those gloomy elements of 
fanaticism which appeared wherever the Jew prevailed. 
It was a land of pleasure, fanned by the soft Mediterranean 
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breezes and the mountain airs of Lebanon; cheerful, too, 
with the hum of prosperous toil; a land of streams, and 
groves, and fairy gardens, of palaces and villas, filled with 
a gay and eager race, whose energy in commerce had drawn 
the spoils of Europe and of Asia to their shores. Not yet 
had that day come, long ago foretold by the Hebrew 
prophet, when ^they shall break down the towers of Tyrus, 
and make her like the top of a rock ; it shall be a place for 
the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea; they shall 
lay thy pleasant houses, thy stones and thy timbers in the 
midst of the water; and the sounds of thy harps shall be 
no more heard/ Besieged by every conqueror from Shal- 
maneser to Alexander, and often laid in ruins. Tyre still 
retained her dignity and was with the exeception of Jeru- 
salem, the most imposing city Christ had ever seen/' — 
Dawson. 

His Meeting with the Syro-Phcenician Woman, — "What 
were the thoughts of Jesus as He passed through this 
region, filled with people of a strange tongue whose whole 
method of thought and life are so different from any He 
had seen in Galilee. We have but one incident to guide us. 
A certain Syro-Phoenician woman came to Him beseeching 
Him to exercise His marvelous power in curing her 
daughter of one of those forms of hysteric disease so 
common in the East. She is a purely pagan woman and 
an alien. 

"The words which Jesus uses to the woman are ironical 
and enigmatic. He knows precisely the kind of thoughts 
which are in the minds of His disciples, and He apparently 
adopts them for His own, in order to expose their meanness 
and absurdity. It is a method of instruction often used 
by the great ironists, who have sometimes mimicked the 
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language of an antagonist with such fidelity that they have 
been accused of teaching the very errors which they de- 
nounced. But as it is only the illiterate who can take the 
ironies of a Swift for serious propositions, so it is only 
the undiscriminating who will fail to see that in this inci- 
dent Jesus is adopting language not His own, in order to 
reveal the poverty of thought and sympathy in His dis- 
ciples. Briefly paraphrased the conversation is as follows : 
'I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel/ He remarks. This is what you think of Me and 
of My mission. So be it; let us see how far this definition 
can be pressed in the presence of this woman, and her need. 
I will say to her what you would say, and what you would 
wish me to say: "Woman, trouble Me not; My charity is 
not for you; it is not meet to take the children's bread, 
and cast it unto dogs V You are not ashamed of such a 
sentiment; have you no shame or surprise when you hear 
Me utter it ? But let us hear what the woman herself will 
say to this illiberal doctrine.' And with a quick glance of 
triumph the woman makes her retort, giving back irony 
for irony, wit for wit. Truth, Lord,' she cries, ^yet the 
dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' 
tables !' Humility can hardly sink lower, faith can hardly 
rise higher. ^0 woman, great is thy faith,' Christ replies ; 
*be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was 
made whole from that very hour.' " — Dawsox. 

Sought Out hy the SicJc. — "The cripple, the blind, the 
dumb, the deformed, and many others, variously afflicted, 
were either brought to Him, or came; till He was once 
more forced, as of old, to retreat to the hills, in the vain 
effort to gain quiet. The popular excitement, however, 
made rest impossible. They sought and found Him 
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wherever He might be, and enjoyed not only the benefits 
of His supernatural power, but the richer blessings of His 
teaching. Only one incident is given in detail. A man 
had been brought to Him who was deaf, and could only 
stammer inarticulately; and He was besought to heal him. 
From what motive is not told, He varied His usual course. 
Taking him aside from the multitude, perhaps to have 
more freedom, perhaps to avoid their too great excitement 
and its possible hurtful political consequences. He put His 
fingers into the man's ears, and touclied his tongue with a 
finger moistened on His own lips. It may be that these 
simple forms were intended to waken faith in one who 
could hear no words, for, without the fitting spirit, the 
miracle would not have been wrought. Looking up to 
heaven, as if to lift the thoughts of the unfortunate man 
to the Eternal Father, whose power alone could heal him, 
Jesus, then, at last, uttered the single word of the popular 
dialect — ^Ephphatha' — 'Be opened' — and he was perfectly 
cured. An injunction to keep the miracle private was of 
no avail; the whole country was presently filled with re- 
ports of it, and of other similar wonders." — Geikie. 
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The Messiah Recognized by 
His Friends 

Jesus Depicts the Difficulties of the Future, 
S. Mark 8 : 27-38. 

Ccesarea Philippi. — "The retreat to which Jesus was 
making was the town of Caesarea Philippi. It lay on the 
northeast of the reedy and marshy plain of El Huleh. It 
was close to Dan, the extreme north of the bounds of ancient 
Israel, as Beersheba was the extreme south. It was almost 
on a line with Tyre, and thus, far out of the reach of the 
Babbis and High Priests. A town, Baal-Gad — named from 
the Canaanite god of fortune — had occupied the site from 
immemorial antiquity, but Philip had rebuilt it splendidly, 
three years before Christ's birth, and, in accordance with 
the prevailing flattery of the Emperor, had called it 
Caesarea, in honor of Augustus. It had been the pleasure 
of his peaceful reign to adorn it with altars, votive images, 
and statues, and his own name had been added by the 
people, to distinguish it from the Caesarea on the sea-coast. 
Herod the Great, Philip's father, had already, nineteen 
years before Christ, in grateful acknowledgement of the 
gift of the districts of Panias and Ulatha, adorned the spot 
with a grand temple of white marble, in heathen flattery of 
the Emperor, deified, thus, while still alive, by the king 
of the Jews. The worship of the shepherd god Pan, to 
whom a cave out of which burst the waters of the Jordan, 
was sacred; had given its second name — Panias — ^now, 
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Banias — to the place. It was oue of the loveliest spots in 
the Holy Land, built on a terrace of rock, part of the range 
of Hermon, which rose behind it seven or eight thousand 
feet." — Geikie. 

The Human Need Felt hy Jesus of an Expression of 
the Belief of His Friends. — "It was a turning point in our 
Lord's history, and He felt the necessity of undisturbed 
intercourse with His disciples. He was anxious for an 
opportunity of talking over with them the progress of 
events, and ascertaining from their lips the general impres- 
sion which His works and teachings had made upon the 
people at large. Two years had passed — two-thirds of the 
appointed time — amply sufficient to enable them to form 
a decided judgment upon His claims. At first He inquired 
about the opinion current among those who had in no 
sense joined His Society. What do the men say? What 
do the multitude say about Me? The disciples had often, 
no doubt, heard the subject freely canvassed, and they 
gathered up the floating ideas of His Person into three 
main convictions. 

"One party, influenced perhaps by the superstitious 
Antipas and the Herodians, imagined that He was the 
murdered Baptist risen from the dead ; another recognized 
in His wonder-working power the long expected Elijah; 
while a third, impressed by His anxious and sorrowful look, 
which had deepened so much during the last weeks, as well 
as from a hope that the lost treasures of the Temple were 
about to be restored, thought that He was Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets. 

"Such was the popular judgment. It was perhaps 
neither more nor less than He looked for. It showed that 
He had got hold of the people ; and that they were satisfied 
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that He was some Great One, and that there was consider- 
able divinity in the character of His work, for He had 
revived the memory of not one merely, but of several of 
their greatest ; but no real progress had been made towards 
a general acceptance of His true Mission as the Messiah. 

"The Jews had become so wholly engrossed in the idea 
that their future Deliverer must restore their national 
independenc^e, that they had no eye for One who seemed 
careless of their national hopes and prejudices, and bent 
only upon the restoration of spiritual privileges. Even the 
Baptist 'had need to be reminded that there were other 
characteristics of the Messiah than the power of deliverance 
from the hands of an enemy. 

"Fully convinced of the fact that, as far as the public 
at large was concerned there" was no recognition of His 
Messiahship, He turned to His near companions, with 
satisfaction, no doubt, but not without anxiety, for ^many 
of His disciples had gone away backwards,' and the shock 
may have been felt by the Twelve; and He asked with an 
earnest emphasis: ^But you — who do you say that I am?' 
It was a critical moment. There was some excuse for the 
people. They had only seen Him at intervals; they had 
witnessed one miracle here and another there; but the 
inner circle of disciples had been with Him from the be- 
ginning. Had that prolonged training been only labor 
lost? There was no hesitation in the answer. With char- 
acteristic impetuosity, as the mouthpiece of all, confident 
that none would contradict him, S. Peter broke out into 
the great confession, Thou art the Christ.' It was a noble 
witness to the truth, and it called forth a blessing upon 
him, who bore it, though with a praiseworthy modesty it 
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is suppressed in the Gospel which was so particularly his 
own. 

"It was, it is almost certain, as He looked upon the 
gigantic rock crowned with the castle of Subeibeh, un- 
assailable from its strength and position, that He saw no 
inapt figure of the solid foundation upon which His spir- 
itual kingdom was to rest, and turning to the ^Kock-man,' 
whom He Himself had named, He said, ^Thdu art Peter, 
and on this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.' 

"The anticipation of the Cross which was always pres- 
ent to His mind, had found expression from time to time, 
but only in enigmatical predictions. ^As Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness even so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up.' But these Words were passed by without 
notice. Jewish ideas at that time hardly admitted of a 
suffering Messiah; indeed so wholly had the prophecies of 
His humiliation dropped out of sight, that it has been said 
that no Eabbi of our Lord's time had ventured to teach 
that the Messiah must suffer." — Luckock. 

"But the conception is at once too spiritual and too 
sublime for S. Peter. He is grieved and indignant, and 
takes Christ aside that he may remonstrate with Him. 
Xothing in the actions of this lovable and impetuous man 
brings him nearer to the human heart than this, for he 
does what all men of quick temper and ardent feeling 
would have done. But not the less his error is disastrous. 
Unknown to himself, he plays the part of devil's advocate, 
renewing the temptations in the wilderness with the empty 
promise that if Jesus will but be a Christ after S. Peter's 
pattern all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them shall be His. And therefore Christ addresses to this 
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beloved disciple the most terrible and crushing words He 
ever spoke to any human creature : "Get thee behind- Me, 
Satan, for thou savorest not of the things of God, but the 
things that be of men." And then, with this noble stern- 
ness still vibrating in His voice. He calls the people to 
Him, and addresses to them a truth which He has long 
since (on the Mount of Temptation) accepted for Himself, 
"What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?" While He speaks perhaps 
He sees upon the heights above this Roman city, a Cross 
standing black against the mid-day sky, and a sudden, in- 
tense prevision of His own end assails Him, ^Whosoever 
will come after Me, let him take up his cross and follow 
Me!' He cries." — Dawson. 

The Expression of their Faith strengthens their Belief 
in Jesus. — "But what effect had this long familiarity pro- 
duced on the souls of the disciples? Had they too, seen, 
wondered, forgotten and gone back as had hundreds of 
superficial followers? He knew how feeble was the spir- 
itual element in them. It was needful to give them the 
most powerful invigoration. He drew them aside and in 
solitude lifted their souls up into the realm of prayer. 
In that serene and wholesome mood, in which the turbid 
elements sink to the bottom and the nobler feelings rise 
and rule, Jesus brings them to a solemn review of their 
state, and of their truest convictions respecting Him. He 
enquires of them what report they bring of the public 
sentiments respecting Him. One has heard the Herodians 
call Him John the Baptist. Another replies that by some 
He is called Elijah, who is universally expected to come 
again before the Messiah. Jeremiah, and one and another 
of the old prophets, were mentioned among the people. 
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But no one as yet had thought, or, thinking, had dared 
openly to avow, that Jesus was the long-expected Messiah.'^ 
But whom say ye that I am? — "In view of the scenes 
of discontent and opposition through which they had 
passed, and the exhibition of the widely various popular 
sentiment, this question was a challenge. S. Peter, before 
all, as usual, but with an inspiration which carried him up 
to an intense enthusiasm of confidence, answered for all, 
that He was the very Messiah, in a sense which far outran 
the highest Jewish expectation: ^Thou art the Christ, 
THE Son of the living God !^ This glorious enthusiasm 
of faith brought S. Peter up into the realm where Christ 
dwelt. For the moment all weakness was gone. . His lower 
nature was still. The noblest elements in their highest 
mood reigned. Upon S. Peter, in that sublime mood, and 
representing as in a transfiguration the grand element of 
faith, Jesus declared that He would build His Church. 
To S. Peter, in this refulgence of faith, should be given 
the keys; for he that has such intense and supernal faith 
can open the spiritual door and lead in the souls of others ; 
in such divine exaltation of soul he would discern and 
judge all things rightly, binding or losing with unerring 
truth.'' — Beecher. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



The Great Vision 



Strengthened by It, the Messiah Goes Back to His Work. 
S. Mark 9 : 1-29. 

The Place of the Transfiguration. — "Let us picture, 
then, Hermon itself in all that strange pomp of sunset 
which nowhere reaches such a fine excess as in the East. 
From immemorial time it had been a sacred mountain not 
only to the Jew, but to the Phoenicians and the Greeks 
who had been before them, and to many primitive races 
who had preceded these. On its lower slopes many shrines 
and temples rose, sometimes crowning rocky steeps, some- 
times hidden in deep ravines; and the memory of these 
many sanctuaries was in the mind of S. Peter when later 
on he suggested that they should build three tabernacles 
here, as the memorials of a perpetual worship. As Jesus 
and His three favorite disciples climbed these lower slopes 
the first solemn obsequies of day were being celebrated. A 
rose-colored fire burned upon the triple peaks, deepening 
into ruby, and passing by a score of swift gradations into 
violet and purple. Far to the southward lay the Sea of 
Galilee, like an amethyst in its delicate setting of golden 
hills. Over the vast eastern plain a long 'pyramidal 
shadow slid,^ swallowing up the city of Damascus and its 
belts of verdure : 'it was the shadow of the mountain itself 
stretching away for seventy miles across the plain.' " — 
Dawson. 

The Transfiguration. — "If we read the story in the 
11 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Teachers' Notes on 

light of all that has occurred in Caesarea Philippi, we see 
it as a final sequence in a chain of causes. Jesus coTnes 
to this remote city for the purpose of a spiritual retreat. 
His days are passed in prayer and sacred ecstasy. He is 
engaged in profound meditation on the mystery of Him- 
self. He has reconciled Himself to the purpose of a 
sacrificial death, and is thus emancipated from the tyrann3^ 
of death. The result of this emancipation is a great access 
of spiritual life. The body can no longer contain these 
energies of the spirit. He knows Himself an emanation 
of God; ^in the abysmal depth of personality' a voice 
speaks assuring Him of immortal triumph over all his 
earthly foes. Filled with these lofty thoughts already 
nearly emancipated from the normal limitations of time 
and space and sense, He goes to Hermon at midnight, 
gathering His soul up in one intense effort of communion 
with the infinite. What happened on Hermon was the 
outward projection of these inner experiences. He finds 
Himself able for an instant to enter into that spiritual 
world which lies around the little earthly life. If man is 
indeed a spirit, such an experience, at least in some rare 
and singular instance, should not be impossible to him. 
It was certainly known to S. Paul, who speaks of a period 
of ecstasy so intense that he knew not whether he was 
in the body or out of the body. But Jesus had already 
overpassed the boundaries of the human and knew what it 
meant to live habitually in the unseen. He had merged 
His will completely in the Divine will. As man ^dies not 
wholly but by the death of the will,' so he lives not as a 
spirit save by the death of the will. In the hour that man's 
will is perfectly subdued to God's, man becomes as God. 
This hour Jesus knew on Hermon. He has become pure 
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i^P spirit, for whom earth is no more a prison; and He can 
,,,- converse with spiritual presences, and stand undismayed 
,^ in the splendor of that eternal world, which is the world 
Y^, of His real nativity. 

U " ^To any man,^ says a great writer, ^there may come 

,,; at times a consciousness that there blows through all the 

.j^ articulations of his body the wind of a spirit not wholly 

,,, his, that another girds him and carries him whither he 

would not.' On Hermon Jesus is uplifted by such a wind 

^ of the Spirit. In the sudden momentary dissolution of 

, all material bonds He pre-dates the experience of death. 

He foretastes the ^inexpressive lightness' and the freedom 

of a spirit that has survived the pang of separation from 

j^ the body. Like the cloud on Hermon, He floats for an 

^, instant far above the gross material world upon a tide of 

i. splendor. He is as the angels of God; He is kin with 

, those pure intelligences who dwell in the temple of the 

infinite. The Transfiguration is thus the visible symbol of 

the triumph of the spiritual nature of man over the 

physical." — Dawson. 

Moses and Elias, — "Why should Moses and Elias have 
been chosen, rather than Abraham, Samuel, or David? 
Greatly as these all were revered by the Jews, yet Moses 
was the organizer of the Jewish religious system, and 
Elias was the greatest reformer that had ever arisen under 
it. The witness of these two national worthies would be 
more impressive than of any others." — Beecher. 

"Their presence from the upper world was a symbol 
that the Law and the Prophets henceforth gave place to 
a higher Dispensation; but they had also another mission. 
They had passed through death, or at least from life, and 
knew the triumph that lay beyond mortality to the faithful 
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fien ants of God. Who could speak to Him as they of His 
decease, which He should accomplish at Jerusalem, and 
temper the gloom of its anticipation? Their presence 
spoke of the grave conquered, and of the eternal glory 
beyond. The empty tomb under Mount Abarim, and the 
horses and chariot of Elijah, dispelled all fears of the 
future, and instantly banished all human weakness. That 
His Eternal Father should have honored and cheered Him 
by such an embassy at such a time, girt His soul to the 
joyful acceptance of the awful task of redemption. Human 
agitation and spiritual conflict passed awa}', to return 
no more in their bitterness till the night before Calvary. 
HiB whole nature rose to the height of His great enterprise. 
Henceforth His one thought was to finish the work His 
Father had given Him to do." — Geikie. 

The Voice. — "The Almighty had come down of old, to 
Mount Sinai, in blackness, and darkness, and tempest; but 
noWj a bright cloud descended from the clear sky, like that 
from which He had of old spoken to Moses at the door of 
t}ie Tabernacle, and overshadowed Jesus and the two 
lieavenly visitors, filling the three Apostles with fear, as 
they saw it spread round and over their Master, and those 
with Him. It was the symbol of the presence of God, for 
Jle. also, had drawn nigh to bear witness to His Eternal 
Son. It was not enough that Moses and Elijah had hon- 
ored Him — a Voice from the midst of the cloud added a 
still higher testimony — 'This is My beloved Son, in whom 
T am well pleased ; hear ye Him.^ Such a confirmation of 
the great confession of S. Peter was never to be forgotten. 
Almost a generation later, when he wrote his second Epis- 
tle, the remembrance of this night was as vivid as ever. 
'^Ve were eye-witnesses,' says he, 'of His Majesty. For He 
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received from God the Father honor and glory, when there 
came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, "This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
Him." And this voice which came from heaven, we heard, 
when we were with Him in the holy mount/ The bright- 
ness of a vision so amazing lingered in the memory of those 
who beheld it to the latest day of their lives." — Geikie. 

The Descent from the Mount of Vision. — "If, however, 
this incident thus interpreted affords ua a new sense of the 
reality and the presence of the spirit world, it also guards 
us against going out of the activities of an earthly exis- 
tence to indulge in reveries and dreams concerning the in- 
visible. Their presence may well serve as an inspiration; 
their ministry may be real and helpful; but we may not 
turn aside from present duty for converse with them. If 
ever any of us are inclined to listen to the voices of the 
voiceless dead, the one voice which speaks to us out of the 
cloud — and the only voice — is, ^This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased ; hear ye Him.^ If we are ever in- 
clined to turn our longing eyes toward this impalpable 
world, and seek for some materialized form of the invisible 
dead, we may well remember that the glimpse of the law- 
giver and the prophet was but a glimpse, and that when the 
disciples' eyes were open they saw no one save Jesus only. 
If we are inclined to abide on the Mount of Vision, and 
substitute spiritual ectasy for practical duty, we shall do 
well to recall the throng that waited at tlie foot of the 
Mount for Jesus' return, bringing power of healing for the 
demoniac boy, and to remember that the poor we have al- 
w^ays with us, and that the hours of inspiration are meant 
to equip us with a larger sympathy, a broader human love, 
and a profounder curative and healing faith as a prepara- 
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tion for the work of casting the devil out of those who 
abide in the valley/' — Abbott. 

"The hero's solitude is his fellowship with heroes. 
From the years to the east and the years to the west they 
come. The paths are shut between the centuries, when 
seeking their mighty kindred, the great go forth to visit a 
prophet's heart; and from the beginning of the world, 
transfiguration is the habit, the secret of every colossal 
life. . . . 

"Born with the instinct of greatness, one of the kindred 
of heroic vision, Elias was not as far fropi Jesus as the way 
SS. Peter and James and John looked when they were told 
what the Kingdom really was. They stand as the sorrowful 
symbol of contemporary faith in every age, toward every 
prophet. Wistful, wondering, struggling, ordinary men 
day after day, in attracted dulness they had hung upon His 
words. In the only way in which men who were arguing 
who should be greatest could call Him out ; but there came 
a time when there was nothing for them to do but to stand 
apart — ^to watch their Master talking with the great. To 
SS. Peter and James and John the transfiguration was the 
way Jesus had never looked to them — the shining in His 
face when great hearts loved Him back — the moment of 
His being understood. To Jesus it was the moment of the 
mighty listeners, the moment when the men He might love 
had, and the men He had to love faced each other — ^when 
the heartache of the difference shot its pain through the 
shining in His face. 

"In the soul of the Saviour they stood, these two groups 
of love. Between them a Cross — a tranfiguration with SS. 
Peter, James, and John shut out, an absent-minded trans- 
figuration — could not have come to Him. He was too great 
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for that. He could face His fact and His faith in the one 
same calm, beautiful mood. It was the very essence of His 
greatness to think of the fishermen there. The one moment 
of utter brotherhood in His pitilessly solitary life, with the 
neighbors of His Spirit by His side. He was a Saviour 
because it was but a moment. He gave the password 
of the great and then walked down the mountain to love 
ordinary S. James, and try again with Judas, and be S. 
Peter's brother until He died. The most beautiful trans- 
figuration was the one on the way down, when listening to 
the prattle of His disciples, transfiguration became incar- 
nation. Here in this little Galilee, here now, with this self- 
same S. Peter, with this poor, pitiful S. James — Here, 
now, will he the Son of God," — Gerald Stanley Lee. 
(If Chapters F. and G. are used, insert them here.) 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



The Messiah as a Man of Prayer 

He Teaches the Church a Model Prayer, 
(See "Lesson Talk" — Question Manual.) 



How Christ Regarded Prayer. — "S. Luke tells us that, 
'as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased one 
of His disciples said unto Him, Lord, teach us to pray/ 
The occasion was perhaps some quiet devotional meeting 
among the hills or olive-gardens, when the disciples listened 
with a sacred awe to the voice of Christ in prayer, and their 
uplifted hearts coveted so great a gift. Christ grants their 
request by framing for them the noble form of supplication 
which we know as the 'Lord's Prayer.' At the root of 
most prayers lies the old pagan conception of gods, either 
malevolent or careless, who have to be propitiated ; but this 
prayer commences with a note of joyous confidence in God. 
'Our Father, who art in heaven.' Human prayer most 
frequently applies itself to the request for some benefit 
apparently essential to the earthly life and present hap- 
piness. This prayer contains but one petition for an 
earthly good, and this boon the very least that can be asked, 
'Give us this day our daily bread.' Even among men of 
excellent virtues the act of prayer is usually dissociated 
from any antecedent claim of character ; but in this prayer 
character is made the antecedent of all true supplication, 
for in asking the forgiveness of sin the claim is urged, 'For 
we also forgive every one that is indebted to us.' Finally, 
if we divide the clauses of the Lords' Prayer into groups, 
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we find that the first four clauses are passionate aspirations, 
not for any human good but for the complete triumph of 
the divine will in earth and heaven ; the fifth alone touches 
on the temporal and earthly life; the three following peti- 
tions are for spiritual blessings only, the forgiveness of sin, 
and the victory over evil and temptation; and then the 
prayer closes with pure ascription and doxology, the soul 
soaring, as it were, beyond its own loftiest desires into the 
clear empyrean, from which God's kingdom is seen as 
actual and eternal. Thus the Lord's Prayer is something 
more than a model prayer; it is a definition of the prin- 
ciples of prayer. 

"It is thus that He Himself prayed, in a series of pro- 
found wishes, through which the human will seeks to merge 
and lose itself in the Divine Will. . . . The prayer may 
be in truth the Lord's own Prayer — ^the sacred litany of a 
soul in all things obedient to the will of His Father." — 
Dawson. 

"All prayer is to change the will human into submission 
to the will Divine. Trace the steps of this history by which 
the mind of the Son of Man arrived at this result. First, 
we find the human wish almost unmodified, that ^that cup 
might pass from Him.' Then He goes to the disciples, and 
it would appear that the sight of those disciples, cold, un- 
sympathetic, asleep, chilled His spirit, and set that train of 
thought in motion which suggested the idea that perhaps 
the passing of that cup was not His Father's will. At all 
events. He goes back with this perhaps — 'If this cup may 
not pass from Me except I drink it, Thy will be done.' He 
goes back again, and the words become more strong: 
^Nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.' The last 
time He comes, all hesitancy is gone. Not one trace of the 
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human wish remains; strong in submission, He goes to 
meet His doom — ^Rise, let us be going: behold he is at 
hand that doth betray Me/ This, then, is the true course 
and history of prayer. Hence we conclude — 

"1. That prayer which does not succeed in moderating 
our wish, in changing the passionate desire into still sub- 
mission, the anxious, tumultuous expectations into silent 
surrender, is no true prayer, and proves that we have not 
the spirit of true prayer. 

"Hence, too, we learn — 

"2. That life is most holy in which there is least of 
petition and desire, and most of waiting upon God: that 
in which petition most often passes into thanksgiving. In 
the prayer taught by Christ there is only one petition for 
personal good, and that a singularly simple and modest 
one, ^Give us this day our daily bread,^ and even that ex- 
presses dependence far rather than anxiety or desire. 

"From, this we understand the spirit of that retirement 
for prayer into lonely tops of mountains and deep shades 
of night, of which we read so often in His life. It was not 
so much to secure any definite event as from the need of 
holy communion with His Father — prayer without any 
definite wish; for we must distinguish two things which 
are often confounded. Prayer for specific blessings is a 
very different thing from con^ununion with God. Prayer 
is one thing, petition is quite another. Indeed, hints are 
given us which make it seem that a time will come when 
spirituality will be so complete, and acquiescence in the will 
of God so entire, that petition shall be superseded. *In that 
day ye shall ask Me nothing' ; ^Again I say not I will pray 
the Father for you, for the Father Himself loveth you.^ 
And to the same purpose are all those passages in which He 
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discountenances the heathen idea of prayer, which consists 
in urging, prevailing upon God. They think that they 
shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye there- 
fore like unto them : for your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of before ye ask Him.^ 

"No one will refuse to identify holiness with prayer. 
To say that a man is religious is to say the same thing as 
to say he prays. For what is prayer? To connect every 
thought with the thought of God. To look on everything 
as His work and His appointment. To submit every 
thought, wish, and resolve to Him. To feel His presence, 
so that it shall restrain us even in our wildest joy. That 
is prayer. And what we are now, surely we are by prayer. 
If we have attained any measure of goodness, if we have 
resisted temptation, if we have any self-command, or if 
we live with aspirations and desires beyond the common, 
we shall not hesitate to ascribe all to prayer." — Eorert- 
SON-. 
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The Messiah as a Friend 

His Attitude to Men, 
(See "Lesson Talk.") 

Ghrisfs Belief in Men. — "Jesus Christ calls to every 
poor soul. He calls to everyone who bears a human face: 
*You are children of the living God, and not only better 
than many sparrows, but of more value than the whole 
world/ The value of a truly great man, as I saw it put 
lately, consists in his increasing the value of all mankind. 
. . . Jesus Christ was the first to bring the value of every 
human soul to light, and what He did no one can any more 
undo. We may take up what^relation to him .we will: in 
the history of the past no one can refuse to recognize that 
it was He who raised humanity to this level. 

:{::!<:!< iK lie 

"The Gospel aims at founding a community among men 
as well as human life itself, and as deep as human need. 
As has been truly said, its object is to transform the social- 
ism which rests on the basis of conflicting instincts into the 
socialism which .rests on a consciousness of spiritual unity. 
In the course of ages people's opinions as to what consti- 
tutes ^an existence worthy of a man' have, thank God, be- 
come much changed and improved. But Jesus Christ, too, 
knew of this way of measuring things. A dwelling, suffici- 
ent daily bread, cleanliness — all these needs He touched 
upon and their satisfaction He held to be necessary, and a 
condition of earthly life. There can be no doubt, therefore, 
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that if Jesus were with us to-day, He would side with those 
who are making great efforts to relieve the hard lot of the 
poor and procure them better conditions of life. The fal- 
lacious principle of the free play of forces, ^the live and 
let live^ principle — a better name for it would be the ^ive 
and let die' — ^is entirely opposed to the Gospel. And it is 
not as our servants, but as our brothers, that we are to help 
the poor." — Harnack. 

Christ's Love for Men, — "I think there is something 
exquisitely beautiful in the unerring play of this balance 
in the life of Jesus. Not more surely does the light open 
into the day than solitude fulfils itself with company. 
Once and again. He goes apart into a mountain and prays 
by Himself all night. No one is there but He and God. 
The silence is like heaven about Him. But as the morning 
comes, a new need certainly comes with it. No longer 
loneliness but company ; not solitude but voices ; and so the 
earliest light finds Him among the crowd of His disciples, 
choosing His twelve apostles, or walking across the boister- 
ous waters of Gennesaret to join His toiling servants in 
their boat. Everybody must have felt how the two needs 
tremble in response to one another in the intense atmos- 
phere of that vivid night before His Crucifixion. It seems 
as if He took great deep draughts of the idea of His life, 
of the fatherhood of His Father, as if it entered by great 
waves into His. soul, and as if each wave so overwhelmed 
the soul it filled, that He needed to reassure and recover 
Himself in the familiar company of His disciples. First, 
there is the long conversation of the Supper. Then comes 
the terrible solitude of the Garden of Gethsemane. Again 
and again the Sufferer comes wandering back to where the 
tired and unconscious men are lying. It is as one who is 
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passing through some deep experience might go into the 
chamber where a child was sleeping and find relief when 
the burden of the solitary crisis is too great to bear. Then, 
as the Lord's career sweeps more and more into that chan- 
nel where it must run alone, where none can share it now, 
how, still the craving of society seems to beat responsive 
to every new throb of suffering! He turns and looks at 
Peter. He would almost open His heart to Pilate; rie 
looks back and tells the women who follow Him to Calvary 
about the future of the beloved land that murdered Him ; 
and at last even upon the cross. He has mercy to give to 
the robber at His side, and care still for His mother, and 
the disciple whom He loved. Every moment of deepening 
communion with His Father, has its corresponding moment 
of sympathy with His brother men. The two halves of the 
great heart die together as they have lived together. The 
balance trembles more and more lightly as the life beats 
lower, but it trembles still, even to the last, and Jesus 
ceases to love only when He ceases to live." — Phillips 
Brooks. 

Christ's Cooperation ivith Man. — "The idea of justice 
draws after it the privilege and obligation of putting what 
is deepest in ourselves into the common stock. We are 
not truly individuals ourselves, unless we are creators and 
sustainers of individuality in others. The prophet, the one 
man who is thoroughly representative, loses his own footing 
unless his neighbor's footing be secure. He knows no good 
in himself that will not spoil if he keeps it to himself. 
He must give, must reveal himself, in order to be. But 
he must know himself in order to reveal himself. He must 
be master of himself in order truly to give. The will in 
him which makes for self-knowledge, self-mastery, and 
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self-revelation, and so makes for individuality in himself 
and his neighbors — thus founding and maintaining a true 
society — is the only true good the visible universe offers 
to his sight/'— H. S. Nash. 

"The sinlessness of the Saviour is the medium through 
which the true nature of the divine sympathy makes itself 
known. It held true of Christ that what was real to His 
neighbor was real to Him. He was wholly free from the 
egotism that makes our neighbors' realities seem unreal to 
us. He entered with full mind into the heart of His 
neighbor, seeing him as He saw Himself. And this perfect 
ability to take as reality the reality of His neighbors is 
the Repression of the ability of God, the eternal Neighbor 
of humanity, to take humanity seriously, to enter with the 
full divine life into humanity, without robbing humanity 
of the individuality which is its glory.'' — H, S, Nash. 



25 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAPTER XXI. 



The Messiah as a Shepherd of Men 

He Shows Himself the Trite Shepherd, 
(See "Lesson Talk.") 

The True Shepherd. — "It is the mutual recognition of 
sheep and shepherd which decisively exhibits the difference 
between the true shepherd and the robber. The timid 
animals that start and flee at the sound of a stranger's 
voice, suffer their own shepherd to come among theig and 
handle them. As the ownership of a dog is easily de- 
termined by his conduct toward two claimants, at one of 
whom he growls and round the other of whom he joyously 
barks and jumps; so you can tell who is the shepherd 
and who is the stranger by the different way in which a 
sheep behaves in the presence of each. If a shepherd's 
claim were doubtful, it might be settled either by his 
familiarity with its marks and ways, or by its familiarity 
with him, its sufferance of his hand, its answer to his 
voice. Christ stakes His claim on a similar mutual recog- 
nition. If the soul does not respond to His call and 
follow Him, He will admit that His claim is ill-founded. 
He may require to enter the fold, to rouse the slumbering 
by a tap of His staff, to lift the sickly, to use a measure 
of severity with the dull and slow; but ultimately and 
mainly He bases His claim to be the true Leader and Lord 
of men simply on His power to attract them to Him. 
If there is not that in Him which causes us to mark Him 
off from all other persons, and makes us expect different 
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things from Him, and causes us to trust ourselves with 
Him, then He does not expect that any other force will 
draw us to acknowledge Him." — Marcus Dods. 

The "Seeking Shepherd." — "But' chief of all the par- 
ables of sympathy is the parable of the Lost Sheep, or, 
as it should be called, the parable of the Seeking Shepherd. 
In thi^ miniature drama man again becomes the exponent 
of God. ^What man of you, having an hundred sheep, 
if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine 
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he 
find it?^ The appeal is made to the average of men and 
women, yet here is a catholic instinct of humanity so 
strong that Christ confidently challenges it. ^What man 
of you would not do this ?' He asks. Things that are lost 
always appear to be of more value than things that have 
never been in peril of loss. The bereaved mother eternally 
persuades herself that the child that died was the flower 
of the flock, and for the son who has gone astray the father 
will entertain a strong and pitiful passion of love not 
excited by the child whose life has been a pattern of 
obedient virtue. The question proposed by Christ is really 
this : Shall God be content that any one should be for ever 
lost? If the human shepherd will undertake incredible 
exertion to recover one lost sheep, shall the Divine Shep- 
herd of Souls be less magnanimous, less determined in His 
effort to save men, or less successful? The exquisite con- 
ception of God as the Shepherd was as old as the twenty- 
third Psalm. The corresponding conception of man as a 
sheep was equally familiar: ^All we like sheep have gone 
astray,' is Isaiah's summary of human transgression. They 
have not gone astray as wolves, through incurable bar- 
barism of the blood, but as sheep through heedlessness, 
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folly, and lack of knowledge. Man is therefore to be 
pitied for his waywardness. There is no need to punish 
one who punishes himself so thoroughly. The last thought 
of the good shepherd -is to punish the strayed sheep; when 
he finds it, tears of pity fill his eyes, and he lays it on his 
shoulders with the tenderest of hands, and carries it in his 
bosom. It is so that God feels for man. Heaven is sad 
while one soul with a right to heaven is missing. God will 
leave the safely folded sheep and go out and seek the lost 
^until He find it.^ Far as it has strayed, it is not beyond 
recovery, and the only limit to recovery lies in the ability 
of the shepherd to recover it. Things that are impossible 
with man are possible with God ; and though aeon after aeon 
pass before the last strayed sheep of God is found, yet the 
Good Shepherd will certainly go on seeking ^until He 
find it.' Such is the parable of Christ, and was ever the 
truth of the Divine benignity taught with more exquisite 
felicity of metaphor, or wit;h tenderer grace?" — Dawson^, 
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Lazarus 



The Messiah by a Great Miracle Hastens His Own Death. 
S. John 11 : 1-57. 

The Miracle. — "The miracle creates division among 
the Jewfi : S. John has apparently two reasons for relating 
this miracle ; firstly, because it exhibits Jesus as the Resur- 
rection and the Life; secondly, because it more distinctly 
separated the whole body of Jews into believers and un- 
believers." — DODS 

Its Effect upon the Jews in general. — "In view of these 
truths of observation, we need scarcely be surprised to 
find that the miracle at Bethany, so far from helping 
Christ with His inveterate foes, really intensified their 
hatred, and precipitated His own death. The miracle was 
much discussed, and Bethany became the shrine of many 
pilgrimages. In the Temple courts and the bazaars of 
Jerusalem little else was talked about. Day by day the 
road to Bethany was thronged with hosts of curious vis- 
itors, who sought the cavern-tomb where Lazarus had been 
interred, or even looked upon the man raised up by Christ, 
and listened to his tale. No one doubted that the miracle 
had really taken place, not even the priests and Pharisees 
themselves. But to these bitter zealots, the truer the tale, 
the more difficult either to discredit or suppress it, the 
stronger grew their animosity to Jesus. They soon became 
thoroughly alarmed by the growing agitation of the popu- 
lar mind. It seemed as though Jesus would triumph after 
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all, and they were well aware that His triumph would mean 
their downfall. Some broader considerations of policy 
mingled with these petty fears. The nation itself existed 
in a state of difficult equilibrium. The least popular dis- 
turbance might prove fatal to the last remains of nation- 
ality, by provoking the Romans to measures of retaliation. 
Among a people profoundly fanatical any agitation of the 
general mind was to be deprecated, for it was certain to 
find an issue in some kind of revolutionary movement. 
Hence personal hatred and political necessities worked to- 
gether for the overthrow of Jesus. Lazarus himself was 
in danger; S. John tells us that the chief priests sought to 
kill him. How much more ardently would they seek to 
kill the Man who had raised him from the dead, in the 
hope that by such a crime they would crush a movement 
that had now become a peril to the whole existing order 
of society ?'' 

The Sanhedrim, — "Immediately upon the news of the 
miracle at Bethany, the Sanhedrim was summoned. Let 
us picture this august gathering. On the very evening of 
the day of the miracle, or at latest on the following day. 
messages were sent to the various members of the San- 
hedrim, who were informed that a question of urgency was 
to be debated. One-third of the assembly consisted of 
priests, one-third of elders who represented the laity, and 
the rest of scribes and lawyers. Each was a person of 
dignity; all were wealthy. The greatest figure in this 
ruling hierachy was Annas, or Hanan, a former Pontiff, 
who had been deposed by the Romans. He had nevertheless 
maintained his authority, though out of office, and upon 
him, more than on any other man, rests the odium of the 
death of J^sug. Caiaphas was his son-in-law, and a much 
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weaker man than Hanan. It was notorious that Hanan 
was the power behind the pontifical throne, Caiaphas being 
in all things his obedient mouthpiece. 

"The meeting began with desultory conversation. One 
by one, members expressed their perplexity, their incom- 
petence to suggest a course of action. But one fear was in 
every breast, and it is on this fear that Caiaphas adroitly 
plays. Terror of the Romans, who have already curtailed 
the privileges of the priesthood, who openly covet the 
wealth of the Temple, who are notoriously ready to seize 
any excuse for spoliation, is a fixed idea in every mind., 
Caiaphas, when he rises to speak, puts the case with brutal 
frankness. The one way to retain priestly privilege is to 
conciliate the Romans. Crush the offender, is his only 
policy. It is no time to debate the miracles of Jesus when 
His very existence is a peril and a threat. Even though 
it be conceded, for form's sake, that He has done nothing 
worthy of death, yet it is expedient He should die, rather 
than that the whole nation should perish. A death the 
more or less is of little consequence when the interests of 
the nation are involved; a future will pardon a crime 
so patriotic, and will praise rather than denounce the men 
who compassed it. And amid the agitation of every kind 
of base fear, in the moral blindness and passion of the 
moment, this infamous counsel passes for inspired wisdom. 
^From that day forth they took counsel together for to put 
Him to death.' " — Dawson. 

On the Sadducees. — "Caiaphas had little more than 
nominal power; but at his side, like an evil genius, was 
his father-in-law, Annas, a former high priest, and head 
of a very powerful family. Annas was the true incarna- 
tion of Sadduceeism. He had all its prejudices, and all 

31 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Teachers' Notes on 

its arrogance. And to these he added consummate experi- 
ence and thorough acquaintance with all the traditions of 
his order. His authority was so great that the usual ex- 
pression was Annas and Caiaphas, he being named first 
before the actual high priest. 

"It is not to be doubted that this crafty priest was the 
true author of Jesus' death, and certainly more culpable 
than Caiaphas or Pilate. Like all the Sadducees, he was 
a conservative, that is, a man of the existing order of 
narrow and petty spirit. To avoid all agitation of what- 
ever nature, was the guiding principle of Annas and his 
coterie. Moreover, Annas was a proud, haughty, cruel 
man, and crafty in his cruelty. Our Temple, our homes, 
our wealth, our power, these were the unvarying watch- 
words of the Sadducees. It had come to the point of 
getting rid of Jesus, and the saying of Caiaphas, ^It is 
expedient that one man should die for the people,' would 
have been more sincere under the form, ^Let this man 
perish rather than the Temple and even the rich priests 
who owe everything to it.' " — Stopfer. 

The Meaning of the Miracle to Those who Believe, — 
"On that sacred night at Bethany it was not Lazarus alone 
who was recovered from the grave, but the world itself. 
The gates of death rolled back, and the human race beheld 
itself incredibly ransomed and redeemed from destruction. 
The feast of life and hope was spread in those chambers,, 
erstwhile filled with the symbols of immutable decay, hung 
with the mournful trappings of corruption. The words 
spoken in Bethany have reverberated through the world. 
Beside a million graves the mourners of the dead have 
heard the gentle commanding Voice which has declared 
^I am the Resurrection and the Life !' A beautiful Hebrew 
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legend describes the grave as the place where two 
worlds meet and kiss. Two worlds met at the grave of 
Liazarus: the world of the flesh, dishonored, humiliated, 
reconciled to the shame of inevitable death; the world of 
the spirit, delivered from all mortal trammels, throbbing 
with a deathless energy, conscious of the potency of life 
eternal. At the kiss of Christ the new sweet vigor of 
immortality poured itself into the frozen veins of a world 
that lay upon its bier. The scene is commemorated, is re- 
enacted, beside every grave where eyes, blind with tears, 
are suddenly illumined by the vision of the spirit which 
hovers pure and glad above the mortal raiment it has cast 
aside. But one more act was needed to assure the world 
that it was not deceived by fancied hopes ; it was that Jesus 
Himself should put off the body of corruption, and should 
appear as One alive for evermore. This also was to come ; 
and with it came the last and noblest definition of life 
itself : ^I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.^ '' 
(If Chapters H., I., and J. are used, insert them here.) 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



The Royal Entry Into Jerusalem 

Jesus Proclaims Himself the Messiah. 
S. Mark 11 :1-11. 



Passover in Jerusalem, — ^"We have already had occa- 
sion to note the extraordinary excitement which agitated 
the whole of Palestine at the period of the annual Passover 
o-elebrations. The spirit of patriotic and religious ardor 
ran like a flame throughout the land. There was no popu- 
lous city, no remote hamlet, that did not furnish its con- 
tingent to what was practically an assembly of the entire 
nation. These innumerable bands of pilgrims marched 
upon Jerusalem from every quarter, singing the ancient 
Piealms of Israel, encouraging in one another a joyous 
ecstacy full of eager hopes of some great national deliver- 
iince, to which the past history of their race, and especially 
the history of the Passover itself, gave vigorous sanction. 
Kor was it only from Palestine itself that this immense 
I'oncourse was drawn. It included the Jews and proselytes 
of every nation, who made their pilgrimage to the sacred 
shrine much as Christians of every creed still make an 
Easter pilgrimage to the Church of the Holy SepulchrCj 
or the followers of Mohammed journey in countless thou- 
sands year by year to Mecca. It has been calculated that 
not fewer than a million strangers thus gathered in Jeru- 
salem at the time of the Passover. Camps sprang up out- 
side the walls of Jerusalem ; contiguous villages, like Beth- 
any, were crowded to overflowing; every road leading to 
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the city was thronged with pilgrims, who daily increaseed 
in numbers as the solemn day drew near/' — Dawson. 

Jestis allows Himself to he Proclaimed Messiah,— 
^^There is no difference between the early preaching by the 
lake-side and that of the closing period of His life. In 
both the Kingdom is at hand, but its coming is not im- 
mediate; His people were so little prepared; His Galilean 
work had so completely fallen below His expectations, that 
the coming of the Kingdom was by so much retarded ; and 
besides, must not His death come first? This was what 
He was asking Himself, and He believed it to be the case. 

"And yet He would make one last attempt; instead 
of entering the city quietly, like any pilgrim from abroad, 
as He had always done hitherto. He would try a peaceful 
manifestation which might. He hoped, arouse a popular 
movement in His favor. He felt indeed that the time was 
becoming more and more decisive; He must be ready for 
any event. 

. "How the times had changed! Formerly He used to 
check the Apostles, used to say to them, ^Be ye wise as 
serpents' ; He had shunned publicity, and had hidden Him- 
self when the people desired to proclaim Him king; now 
He was about to try to assume this title, to ask men to give 
it to Him. He resolved to enter the city in a solemn pro- 
cession. Zechariah had predicted that the Messiah would 
enter Jerusalem riding on an ass ; Jesus knew this passage, 
which in His mind was a prophetic description of the 
coming of the national king, entering the Holy City riding 
on an animal that was the symbol of peace. In fact the 
ass was the animal ridden by kings in time of peace; and 
Jesus decided to fulfil this prophecy. His intention to 
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meet and realize it is certain. He therefore made prepara- 
tion for this scene. 

"He had halted at Bethany where, as has been said, 
there were two houses open to Him — that of Martha and 
Mary, and that ^ of Simon, called the Leper. He chose the 
latter. Martha served, and Mary, drawing near to the 
triclinium on which Jesus reclined, poured over His feet 
the contents of a vase of perfume, and wiped them with 
her long hair. 

"Of this Jesus said : SShe is anointing My Body before- 
hand for burial.^ He was then still occupied with the 
thought of His approaching death. If He was to perish 
by public execution His Body would not be embalmed: 
funeral honors were not given to those who were put to 
death, least of all to those who died by stoning. But this 
woman had embalmed His Body beforehand. He thus 
predicted that His death would shortly occur; this woman 
had herself thus foretold it. 

"And yet on the morrow He left this Bethany retreat 
to attempt a triumphal entrance. All the time He had 
this double thought : ^I am to die, and yet I still hope.^ 

"He had friends in Jerusalem who are still unknown 
to us, with whom, perhaps from motives of prudence. He 
had not even made His disciples acquainted. He had ar- 
ranged with some of these that on the first day of the 
week, at a certain hour, an ass with her colt by her side 
should be fastened before a door at a certain crossway, in 
the hamlet of Bethphage, at the foot of the temple wall. 
The place was visible at some distance from the top of the 
Mount of Olives, and, when Jesus sent two of His dis- 
ciples thither He could point out from afar the place where 
they could find the beasts. A signal had been agreed upon, 
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and the unknown friends who were to lend them to Him 
were to let them go at the words The Master hath need 
of them/ This was in some sort a password which was 
to make them know that they were in the presence of Jesus' 
messengers. The two disciples did as they had been bid. 
They repeated the words and were able to carry out their 
mission. Jesus, who had awaited their return on the 
Mount of Olives, seated Himself upon the animal and 
following the road that leads to the city, solemnly entered 
it. Galileans, His disciples who had come to the feast, 
followed Him with acclamations. Some had put their 
garments on the ass, as a sort of trappings, others had 
spread them upon the road ; they carried palms and strewed 
them in the way, crying, ^Hosanna! Blessed is he that 
cometh in the Name of the Lord !' They expected thus to 
inaugurate the Kingdom. Jesus permitted them to name 
Him the national king, the King of Israel. 

"According to the Fourth Gospel, some of the Jerusa- 
lemites came out to meet Jesus; but they came only out of 
curiosity, and with no conception of what it was all about, 
for they asked, ^Who is He?' And the Galileans, and only 
they, replied, ^It is Jesus, the prophet of Galilee.' Such 
was the scene. 

"Let us insist upon the profound significance of this 
solemn act of Jesus. 

"On His part, the entrance into Jerusalem was a 
supreme attempt to be welcomed as the national Messiah, 
to convert the people, who might have chosen Him as their 
head, in order to prepare them for the coming of the 
Kingdom. 

"On that day Jesus failed. He at once perceived it. 
Hardly had He set out for the city, while yet upon the 
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Mount of Olives, at the moment when' the Holy City first 
came into view, He had a clear view of what awaited Him, 
and He shed tears. They were forced from Him by grief 
at the incredulity of His people; at that moment He had 
a very clear perception that His hope would be snatched 
away from Him. And yet He would go forward. He would 
permit the acclamations, He would make His appeal to 
the Jews, He would go on to the end : even while declaring 
that they would neither hear nor understand Him. This 
attitude is thoroughly human and easy to be understood. 
He was attempting a triumph, and at the very moment 
when He tasted of it He felt it escaping from Him. It 
was one more teaching added to so many others : He must 
<iie. 

"In fact His want of success was complete. In the 
enormous afflux of people in these days of festal prepara- 
tion the little procession of Galileans passed almost un- 
perceived. The people of Jerusalem did not in the least 
understand it, and did not even know who this triumphant 
hero was, or what was expected of Him; Jerusalem had no 
love for provincials, least of all tliose who came with a 
degree of local renown. The burghers of the city were 
thoroughly impregnated with the Sadducean spirit. Cold. 
]^rudent, circumspect, they were unwilling to be excited; 
they asked who was this Jesus, and the answer they re- 
t^-eived made them smile. A prophet — from Nazareth in 
Galilee. ^No good thing could come out of Nazareth'; 
and the little company was, so to speak, lost in the crowd 
which was thronging the streets and gateways.'^ — Stalker. 
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The Last Supper 



The Formation of the Conspiracy — The Simplicity and 
Naturalness of the Supper, 

S. Mark 14:1,2, 10-25. 

Formation of the Conspiracy. — "The announcement to 
the disciples (S. Matt. 26: 1, 2) that ^after two days was 
the Passover, when the Son of Man should be betrayed to 
be crucified,^ was probably made soon after His discourse 
upon the Mount of Olives, and so upon the evening of 
Tuesday. Perhaps He wished distinctly to remind them 
that His coming in glory must be preceded by His death 
and resurrection. Whether it was made to all the dis- 
ciples or to the four, is not certain, but probably to all. 
Alford thinks that ^it gives no certainty as to the time when 
the words were said; we do not know whether the current 
day was included or otherwise.' If, however, Thursday 
was the 14th Nisan, which was popularly regarded as the 
first day of the Passover, according to the rule already 
adopted excluding one of the extreme and including the 
other, the announcement was made on Tuesday. The meet- 
ing of the chief priests and the scribes and elders at the 
palace of Caiaphas for consultation, was upon the same 
evening. This may be inferred, at least, from S. Matthew's 
words (26:3), Then assembled together,' etc., the as- 
sembly being on the same day when the words were spoken 
(verse 2). From the fact that the council met at the 
palace of Caiaphas, and also that its session was in the 
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evening, we may infer that it was an extraordinary meet- 
ing, held for secret consultation. (See S. Luke 22:4. 
where mention is made of ^the captains' ; as to the regular 
place of session, the hall Gazith, see Lightfoot, in loco; 
Schiirer, ii. 1, 190.) It may readily be supposed that the 
severe language of the Lord had greatly enraged His en- 
emies, and that they felt the necessity of taking immediate 
steps against Him. But they dared not arrest Him during 
the feast because of the people, and determined to postpone 
it till the feast was past. Thus, it may be, at the same 
hour when Jesus was foretelling that He should suffer at 
the Passover, His enemies were resolving that they would 
not arrest Him during the feast. But the divine prediction 
was accomplished in a way they had not anticipated. 
Judas, one of the Twelve, coming to them, offered for 
money to betray Him into their hands. They at once made 
a covenant with him, and he watched for an opportunity. 
Still it does not appear that he designed to betray Him 
during the feast, and his action on the evening following 
the Paschal Supper was, as we shall see, forced upon him 
by the Lord. Whether Judas presented himself to the 
council at their session, is not said ; but it is not improbable 
that, hearing the Lord's rebukes of their hypocrisy, and 
seeing how great was their exasperation against Him, he 
had watched their movements, and learned of their 
assembly at the high priest's palace. 'This gave him the 
wished-for opportunity to enter into an agreement with 
them." — Andrews. 

Judas. — "Judas was the only disciple who was not a 
Galilean. He came from the South, where the spirit of 
Judaism was much stronger than in the North, and much 
more intolerant. When and where Jesus met him, we 
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cannot tell, but it was probably in the neighborhood of 
Jerusalem. 

"When was this act of monstrous treachery first de- 
signed in the mind of Judas, and what were the causes? 
We may conclude, without much *f ear of contradiction, that 
it was the final sequence in a long process of irritation, 
disgust, and weariness at the course which events were 
taking. The rebuke which Jesus had addressed to all the 
disciples in the house of Mary would fall with special 
weight on Judas, because it was he who had protested 
against the waste of the ointment. His hopes were re- 
kindled on the next day by the unexpected triumph of 
Jesus; but no one would more resent than he the tears of 
Jesus over Jerusalem, and a man of his temperament would 
judge them tears of weakness. It was with a mind divided 
he reviewed the events of this great day. Jesus had ac- 
cepted homage as a king, and yet had made kingship im- 
possible by the offence which He had given to all parties. 
To the hard, practical mind of the man of Kerioth this 
would appear as criminal trifling with great opportunities. 
It would seem almost deliberate betrayal on the part of 
Jesus, who had led His disciples to the point of ecstatic 
expectation, only to disappoint them; and in the dark, 
resentful mind of Judas the angry thought took shape 
that He who betrayed deserved betrayal. The events of 
the subsequent day deepened his disappointment and re- 
sentment. They made it clear to him that Jesus never 
would and never could head the national party. With a 
singular perversity his Master had chosen that very moment 
when diplomacy was most needed to attach the people to 
Himself, to insult the Pharisees, ridicule the Sadducees. 
offend the patriots, and finally to denounce the most in- 
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fluential parties in the nation in terms more bitter than 
even John the Baptist had ever used. What. was to be 
hoped for such a cause, led by such a leader ? Judas could 
see no hope. The cause he had served so long, amid many 
personal slights, had no future. Jesus would certainly be 
killed sooner or later, and in the general disaster His dis- 
ciples would be involved. The farce of an impossible 
Messiahship could not be sustained more than a few days 
at the most ; but there was yet time for those who had the 
requisite sagacity to make their peace with the priests. 
•So Judas reasoned, and it is the reasoning of a man 
thoroughly disillusioned, weary of the part he plays, 
anxious to save something out of the wreck of his personal 
fortunes and keenly conscious in all his astute debate of 
personal grudges to be avenged, and wounded self-love 
that cries for reparation. 

"On the evening of the day when Jesus made His great 
renunciation, Judas sought the chief priests, and made his 
covenant of blood with them. 



"He was mad with resentment, anger and despair; the 
dream of his life was shattered and the spirit of revenge 
had become his only guide. . . . From the moment when 
he seeks the priests to the bitter last act of the appalling 
tragedy, we are dealing with a madman capable of a mad- 
man^s cunning, and passing through paroxysms of frantic 
grief and ineffectual remorse. 



"The action of the priests in entering into compact 
with the unhappy man is made intelligible by those difficul- 
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ties of their position to which allusion has been already 
made. 

"The words used by S. Luke give an accurate descrip- 
tion of the situation ; the priests Vere glad' when they saw 
Judas, and ^covenanted to give him money/ because he 
promised to betray Jesus into their hands, ^in the absence 
of the multitude/ or ^without tumult/ He was precisely 
the sort of tool they had long desired to find, and desired 
in vain. They had never anticipated the good fortune of 
detaching one of Christ's own Apostles, and making him 
the instrument of their revenge. Here was a man who 
knew the habits of Jesus, and was still in the confidence 
of his Master. By his means Jesus could be secretly 
arrested. They could strike their blow before it was ex- 
pected, and with a complete guarantee of its success. The 
populace would know nothing till they heard His condem- 
nation; and although they might have risen against the 
Romans, they would hardly dare to rebel against the 
priests. If, in the end, it became necessary to deliver Him 
into the hands of the Eomans that He might be put to 
death. His position would be totally altered by their previ- 
ous condemnation. He would then appear not as a mar- 
tyred patriot but as a dangerous blasphemer. So, on that 
fatal night, Judas found himself welcomed with an effusion 
little expected, and full of gratification to his " jealous 
vanity. At last he would play a part and a great part, 
before the world. At last his abilities would be recognized, 
and his revenge satisfied. He would be applauded as the 
man who had appeared in a moment full of peril to save 
his country from disaster ; and not once did it occur to his 
excited mind that he was the mere tool of men more 
cunning and unscrupulous than himself. 
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"Vanity enraged is a kind of madness, and is, indeed, 
the frequent cause of madness. Argument is wasted on 
the man who crowns himself with straws and thinks him- 
self a king. Throughout the closing scenes in the history 
of Judas, it is such a creature who confronts us. He is at 
once dreadful, pitiable, and absurd. He listens with a 
mocking smile of superiority to words which would have 
humbled any sane man into the dust. His impudent effron- 
tery knows no bounds. And yet there is a vein of diabol- 
ical astuteness in all his reasoning. He perceives what no 
other disciple can perceive — that Jesus means to die. Some 
instinct tells him that Jesus will allow Himself to be be- 
trayed. And it matters nothing to him whether Jesus 
steps into the mesh prepared for Him blindly or with open 
eyes, so long as he himself gets the credit for His downfall. 
Hence the rebuke of Christ, which would have brought any 
ordinary traitor to his knees, has no effect on Judas. He 
smiles his evil smile, and goes upon his way, too blind with 
vanity, too drunk with self-complacency to comprehend his 
own dishonor or discern the fate to which it leads. 



"Judas sees now, with horror unspeakable, that he has 
been mistaken in his estimate of Jesus. His consternation, 
like his previous hatred knows no bounds. He hears only 
the preliminary examination of Christ before the priests, 
but that is enough to convince him that he has betrayed 
innocent blood. He rushes to the Temple, frantic with 
despair, flings the cursed bribe at the feet of the priests, 
and makes his agonized confession. The reply of the priests 
reveals a depth of evil not found in the tortured heart of 
Judas. ^What is that to us?' they cry. ^See thou to it.' 
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And then the iirst pangs of mortal agony begin in Judas. 
He cannot survive his own self-contempt. He cannot re- 
gard his sin as capable of pardon or retrieval. It is not in 
him to make truce with himself, to patch up the past, to 
rehabilitate his own self-respect. The madness of ignoble 
vanity gives place to the almost noble madness of intoler- 
able self-accusation and despair. He will not live to see 
the end of Jesus. He will make the only reparation in his 
power by dying on the same day when his betrayed and 
martyred Lord shall die. ^And he cast down the pieces of 
silver in the Temple, and departed, and went out, and 
hanged himself." — Dawson. 

The Passover. — "At this feast the Jews divided them- 
selves into companies or households, of not less than ten 
nor more than twenty persons; and these together con- 
sumed the Paschal lamb. One of the number, acting as 
the representative of all, presented the lamb in the court 
of the Temple, and aided the Levites in its sacrifice. The 
victim was then carried away by the offerer to the house 
where it was to be eaten, and there wholly consumed. On 
this occasion S. Peter and S. John acted as the representa- 
tives of the Lord and His Apostles at the Temple, and 
provided the bread, wine, bitter herbs, and all that was 
necessary for the proper celebration of the feast; and it is 
probable, therefore, that they went early in the day, though 
the cleansing of the house from leaven was the work of the 
owner. It appears that, up to this time, the disciples did 
not know where the Lord would eat the Passover, and, as 
the hour drew nigh, inquired of Him (S. Matt. 26: 17). 
The ground of His silence is supposed to have been the 
desire to keep Judas in ignorance of the place, lest he 
should attempt to arrest the Lord there. According to 
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S. Mark and S. Luke, the two Apostles were to go to the 
city, and a man should meet them bearing a pitcher of 
water, whom they should follow into whatever house he 
entered. There they should find a guest chamber, furnished 
and prepared, which the master of the house should place 
at their disposal. S. Matthew says nothing of their meet- 
ing the man with the pitcher, but makes the two to have 
gone directly to the house. Meyer supposes that S. Matt- 
hew follows the early tradition, which represents the master 
of the house as a disciple of Jesus, who had, earlier in the 
week, arranged with Him for the use of the guest chamber ; 
and that S. Mark and S. Luke follow a later tradition 
which represents the Lord as ignorant of the man, but giv- 
ing directions to the two through prophetic foresight. 
There is no need of thus supposing two traditions. S. Mat- 
thew passes over in silence the incident of the man with the 
pitcher, upon what grounds we cannot state, but this 
silence is no way inconsistent with the statements of the 
other Evangelists. From S. Mark and S. Luke it is appar- 
ent that no agreement had been made by the Lord for the 
room ; else He would not have given such directions to the 
two Apostles, but have sent them directly to the house. 
Whether the master of the house was an entire stranger to 
Jesus, or a concealed disciple like Joseph or Nicodemus. 
or an open follower, perhaps the father of the Evangelist 
S. Mark, is not certain. The Lord's message to him, ^My 
time is at hand, I will keep the passover at thy house with 
My disciples,^ seems, however, to presuppose some previous 
acquaintance.'^ — Andrews. 

"The room in which they were gathered was a long 
room containing a divan which ran round three sides of it, 
with a table in the centre, on which the paschal lamb, 
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the bitter herbs, the unleavened cakes, and the cups of wine 
were duly set forth. We have already seen that it was a 
common Jewish custom to arrange the guests at a feast in 
the order of their dignity, and the disciples manifested 
those petty jealousies which such a custom was certain to 
produce. If Jesus followed the usual order of the Paschal 
Supper, He would sit not at the centre of this horseshoe 
table but at one of its wings, and as each guest reclined 
upon his left side, it would happen, as we are told, that 
the head of S. John lay close to his Master's bosom. On 
the other side of Jesus was Judas. This is clear from the 
fact that Jesus hands the sop to Judas, and from the sub- 
sequent conversation, which appears to have reached the 
ear of S. John alone. We may picture, then, S. John, 
Christ, and Judas seated at the left extremity of the horse- 
shoe table, the other disciples in the order which they were 
left to settle among themselves, reclining round the table, 
and S. Peter at the extremity of the right wing, and almost 
opposite his Master. 

"The Paschal ceremony commenced with the blessing 
of one of the cups of wine, which was then handed round 
among the disciples. It was customary after the wine had 
been drunk for the head of the family to rise and wash his 
hands, and this custom suggests to Jesus one of the most 
exquisite episodes of the evening. The strife as to preced- 
ence must have occurred at the commencement of the 
Supper, and it therefore seems probable that Jesus would 
take the earliest opportunity of rebuking a temper in His 
discij)les which had so often been a source of grief to Him. 
Such an opportunity came now. He rises from the table, 
as the disciples suppose, to fulfil the ceremonial act of the 
washing of hands. But to their surprise. He return^ with 
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a towel girded round His loins, and a basin of water in 
His hands, and begins to wash the feet of His disciples. 
He would begin naturally with S. Peter, who sat at the 
end of the table immediately opposite to Him, and S. Peter 
becomes the spokesman of the general surprise. The wash- 
ing of feet was a task usually left to slaves, and the towel 
girded round the loins of Jesus was the symbol of servitude. 
S. Peter feels that his Master is degraded by appearing in 
this capacity of a slave. All his generous instincts are 
instantly aflame, and to them is added a noble jealousy for 
the honor of his Lord. He cannot permit himself to He at 
ease on the divan while his Lord stoops to wash his feet. 
He springs up, crying, Thou shalt never wash my feet.' 
Jesus replies with tenderness that S. Teter can have no 
part with Him unless he submits to the act which He pro- 
poses. It is in reality a new order that is being instituted — 
the Order of Humility. Christ explains at length what 
this new order means. Those common ideas of dignity 
which are the fruit of the patrician views of life inculcated 
by the Eomans are at once mean and false. If S. Peter is 
not willing to perform the most menial act of service for 
those whom he deems his social inferiors he can have no 
part in the propaganda of Christianity. Christianity will 
stoop that it may conquer. It will be proud to wear the 
towel of the slave, as the Eoman patrician is proud to wear 
the insignia of his superior order. Never was worldly pride 
so exquisitely rebuked; for what disciple can hesitate to 
do acts which his Master does not scruple to perform? 
And, in an instant, S. Peter realizes all his Master's mean- 
ing, and with characteristic ardor, cries, *Lord, wash not 
my feet alone, but my hands and my head.' 

« « 4! ♦ 9ic ♦ ♦ 
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"These two disciples (S. John and Judas) see distinctly 
what is not seen by the other disciples further removed 
from Christ in a room where the dusk has now begun to 
gather — ^the gravity and sadness of their Master^s aspect. 
They hear the low-breathed words of Jesus, ^Verily I say 
unto you, one of you shall betray Me/ S. John, lying on 
the bosom of his Lord, whispers, ^Lord, who is it?^ S, 
Matthew represents Judas himself as whispering, *Lord. 
is it I?^ And the whisper travels round the table, each 
uttering the same sentence, perhaps in fear, more probably 
in protest. 

"The moment in the ceremony has now come when it 
was customary for the head of the family to takfe the sop, 
which consisted of a morsel of the Paschal lamb, a piece 
of unleavened bread, and some bitter herbs, and hand it 
to the member of the household who sat upon his left hand. 
Judas must have occupied this place, and we may thus 
picture what ensued. S. John whispers his question into 
the ear of Christ, ^Lord, who is it?' Jesus replies, also in 
a whisper, ^He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I 
have dipped it.' Instantly the sop is handed to Judas, and, 
with a horror-struck gesture, S. John calls S. Peter's atten- 
tion to the betrayer. It is specifically said that the general 
company of the disciples saw no special significance in this 
action. They could not do so, for they had not heard 
Christ's low-breathed word to S. John. Nor did Judas 
himself understand at first that Jesus had thus publicly 
exposed him as the betrayer. It would almost seem as 
though Jesus did all He could to spare the feelings of the 
miserable man. He whispers to him, ^What thou doest, do 
quickly.' He desires that Judas shall quietly withdraw 
and spare Him and the disciples the pain and profanity 
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of a scene in an hour so sacred. And then Judas under- 
stands. He knows himself expelled from the brotherhood ; 
and although his expulsion is accomplished with such 
delicacy that his fellow-disciples suppose Jesus has simply 
sent him on some errand connected with the affairs of the 
community, not the less a deadly rage burns in his heart. 
He rises hastily and rushes from the guest-chamber; and, 
says S. John, with one of those intense touches which lays 
bare the heart of all the secret tragedy of the man and the 
hour, ^It was night.^ ^^ — Dawson. 

The Simplicity and Naturalness of the Supper, — "The 
pictorial language which He had so often used, was to be 
used yet once again, and this time it would be a parable 
in action. When He should be no longer there, it was 
needful that His own should live with Him in thought, 
that His example, especially the example of His sacrifice, 
should be daily before their eyes; and He perceived that 
meal-time was the best time for them to commemorate His 
presence. 



"During these three years, the happiest hour of the 
day for Master and disciples had been that of the common 
meal ; they must keep it up ; it must be their hour of inti- 
mate fellowship; and every day when they took this meal, 
they must eat the bread and drink the wine in memory 
of Him. Yet more; the bread necessarily broken before 
being eaten^ the wine poured out before being drunk, would 
remind them of their Master's sacrifice; His death. His 
shed blood. 

"And finally, when they ate the one, and drank the 
other, they should be fed by Him; His person would be 
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present to them, His example would be living before their 
eyes. Far from being saddened by this sacred meal, they 
would draw from it an immense spiritual power. 

I* I* V T* I^.^F I* 

• "This is why on that Thursday night, the night in 
which He was betrayed, knowing that He was very soon, 
to be parted from his own, Jesus in a definitive way conse- 
crated the solemn moment of the breaking of the bread.^^ — 
Stopfer.. 



51 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAPTER XXV. 



The Last Night 

Oethsemane; Its Meaning and Its Results, 
S. Mark 14 : 32-50. 



Oethsemane. — "We turn once more to follow the steps 
of Christ, now among the last He trod upon earth. The 
^ymn/ with which the Paschal Supper ended, had been 
sung. Probably we are to understand this of the second 
portion of the Hallel, sung some time after the third Cup, 
or else of Psalm 136, which in the present ritual, stands 
near the end of the service. The last Discourses had been 
spoken, the last Prayer, that of Consecration, had been 
offered, and Jesus prepared to go forth out of the City, to 
the Mount of Olives. 

"Passing out by the gate north of the Temple, we de- 
scend into a lonely part of the valley of black Kedron, at 
that season swelled into a winter torrent. Crossing it we 
turn somewhat to the left, where the road leads towards 
Olivet. Not many steps farther (beyond, and on the other 
side of the present Church of the Sepulchre of the Virgin) 
we turn aside from the road to the right, and reach what 
tradition has since earliest times — and probably correctly — 
pointed out as ^Gethsemane,^ the ^oil-press.' It was a small 
property enclosed, ^a garden' in the Eastern sense, where 
probably, amidst a variety of fruit trees and flowering 
shrubs, was a quiet summer-retreat, connected with, or near 
by, the ^olive-press.' The present Gethsemane is only some 
seventy steps square, and though its old gnarled olives 
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cannot be those (if such there were) of the time of Jesus, 
since all trees in that valley — those also which stretched 
their shadows over Jesus — ^were hewn down in the Roman 
siege, they may have sprung from the old roots, or from 
the old kernels. But we love to think of this ^Garden' as 
the place where Jesus ^often' — not merely on this occasion, 
but perhaps on previous visits to Jerusalem — gathered with 
His disciples. And as such it was known to Judas, and 
thither he led the armed band, when they found the ^upper 
chamber' no longer occupied by Jesus and His disciples.'' — 
Edersheim. 

"Jesus never passed the night in Jerusalem. A sur- 
prise while He and His disciples were sleeping in the com- 
mon chamber of some unnamed friend would have beei^ 
easy enough. Therefore He quitted the city every evening 
and slept in some suburban farm. It is possible that He 
often changed His shelter, and never mentioned beforehand 
which one He would choose." — Stopfer. 

"No one would look for them there (in Gethsemane) 
under the trees. On the opposite side of the valley directly 
opposite, uprose the high walls of Jerusalem, from which 
they were separated only by the ravine. The gigantic 
Temple overtopped these lordly walls with their one hun- 
dred and twenty feet of elevation, and their enormous 
foundation stones which still rest in their places even to 
this day." — Ibid. 

Christ foretells S, Peter's Denial. — "One more episode 
is recorded which is full of pathos. It was after the hymn 
had been sung, and on the way to the Mount of Olives, 
that Jesus declared that all should be offended in Him that 
night, and that the Shepherd would be smitten and the 
sheep scattered. The words are perhaps an echo from the 
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Psalm which had just been sung: ^All nations compassed 
me about; they compassed me about like bees; Thou hast 
thrust sore at me that I might fall.' On one disciple's ear 
these words fell not so much in warning as in accusation. 
S. Peter, who had recognized the traitor, who is filled with 
horror at his perfidy, who has armed himself with a sword, 
suspecting midnight violence, cannot bear to think that 
his Master suspects him of disloyalty. He replies with 
generous vehemence: ^Although all shall be offended, yet 
will not I.' It is intolerable that Jesus should suppose him 
such an one as Judas, and he is stung to the quick by the 
thought that Jesus can imagine ill of him. But Jesus 
knows His disciple better than he knows himself. ^Verily 
I say unto thee, that even in this night, before the cock 
crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice.' To this prophecy, so 
painful and so incredible, S. Peter replies with yet more 
vehement protestation: *If I should die with Thee, I will 
not deny Thee in any wise'; and the whole band of the 
disciples, attracted by the dispute, gather round 8. Peter, 
and each lifts his hand and utters a vow of heroic allegi- 
ance to the death. Jesus does not reply again." — Dawson. 

The Disciples Sleep while Jesus Prays. — "The Apostles 
disposed themselves for the night and fell asleep, wrapped 
in their mantles. But Jesus desired to watcli; He begged 
SS. Peter, James, and John to come pray with Him, and 
all four went farther under tlie shadow of the trees. . . . 
In general He used to go alone to pray, but this night He 
was overwhelmed with sadness; He dreaded solitude. 

"Yet He was not spared solitude. The three Apostles 
who had gone with Him, soon slumbered like the others, 
being overcome with sleep. Then Jesus went a few steps 
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further; and, kneeling down, His face to the earth, He 
was alone. 

4c 4s « ♦ ♦ ♦ « 

The Prayer, — "In the Garden of Olives, Jesus asked 
His father that His work might be accomplished without 
the violent death that He saw approaching, without its 
defeat, its ignominy, its public execution. This was the 
cup that appalled Him ! This was why He was seized with 
dread, and an immense anguish took possession of Him ! 

"It rose up hideous before Him ; for a long time it had 
been drawing near, slow, implacable, always more certain. 
At first doubtful; it had become less and less so, and at 
this very moment perhaps it was being determined upon. 

"To accomplish His work, to be faithful to His mission, 
this had always been His will; and this He still willed, 
without a shadow of hesitation. His faith in His work, in 
His Father, and in Himself, had never waned, and it did 
not wane now. 

" father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me, 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt' ! He accepts 
God's will, yet only to offer this prayer the second time. 
He accepts it again, yet only to pray again, pleading the 
third time His wish against the Father's will, and beseech- 
Him to bend His will if that were in any wise possible. 

4: * 4c * 4c ■ 4c 4c 

"Pascal sums it all up in his fine observation: ^Jesus 
prayed in the uncertainty of the Father's will, and in dread 
of death; but having learned that will. He went forward 
and offered Himself to death.' 

"The peace of God, that infinite peace that is born of 
unmurmuring obedience, stole into His soul and filled it 
utterly." — Stopfer. 
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The Coming of the Ouard, — "A very brief period of 
rest this, soon broken by the call of Jesus to rise and go 
to where the other eight had been left, at the entrance of 
the Garden — to go forward and meet the band which was 
coming under the guidance of the Betrayer. And while 
He was speaking, the heavy tramp of many men and the 
light of lanterns and torches indicated the approach of 
Judas and his band. During the hours that had passed 
all had been prepared. When, according to arrangement, 
he appeared at the High-Priestly Palace, or more probably 
at that of Annas, who seems to have had the direction of 
aifairs, the Jewish leaders first communicated with the 
Eoman garrison. By their own admission they had no 
longer (for forty years before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem) the power of pronouncing capital sentence. The 
Sanhedrim, not possessing the power of the sword, had, of 
course, neither soldiery, nor regularly armed band at com- 
mand. The ^Temple-guard' under their officers served 
merely for purposes of police, and, indeed, were neither 
regularly armed nor trained. Nor would the Eomans have 
tolerated a regular armed Jewish force in Jerusalem. 

"But in the fortress of Antonia, close to the Temple 
and connected with it by two stairs, lay the Roman garri- 
son. During the Feast, the Temple itself was guarded by 
an armed cohort, consisting of from 400 to 600 men, so 
as to prevent or quell any tumult among the numerous 
pilgrims. It was to the captain of this ^cohort' that the 
Chief Priests and leaders of the Pharisees would, in the 
first place, apply for an armed guard to affect the arrest 
of Jesus, on the ground that it might lead to some popular 
tumult.'' — Edersheim. 

The Betrayal, — "The words of Jesus at the Paschal 
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Supper (S. John 13:27), 'That thou doest, do quickly/ 
forced Judas to do at once what he had apparently not 
designed to do till the feast was over. Perhaps he feared 
that if the arrest was not made the same night, Jesus 
would the next day leave the city. Of the movements of 
Judas after he left the Supper, none of the Evangelists 
give us an account until he reappears at the Garden of 
Gethsemane ; but we can readily picture them to ourselves 
in the outline. Going immediately to Caiaphas, or to some 
other leading member of the Sanhedrim, he informs him 
where Jesus is, and announces that he is ready to fulfil 
his compact and at once to make the arrest. It was not. 
as we have seen, the intention to arrest Him during the 
feast lest there should be a popular tumult (S. Matt. 26: 
5) ; but now that an opportunity offered of seizing Him 
secretly at dead of night when all were asleep or engaged 
at the Paschal meal, and therefore without danger of inter- 
ference of uproar. His enemies could not hesitate. Once 
in their hands, the rest was easy. A hasty trial, a pre- 
judged condemnation, an immediate execution, and the 
hated Prophet of Galilee was forever removed out of their 
way. All, perhaps, might be done by the hour of morning 
prayer and sacrifice. It was agreed that Judas should pre- 
cede the others, and, approaching Him in a friendly way, 
kiss Him, and thus make him known. This indicates that 
no resistance was anticipated. According to his arrange- 
ment with the priests, Judas, seeing the Lord standing 
with the disciples, leaves those that accompanied him a 
little behind, and coming forward salutes Him with the 
usual salutation, and kisses Him. To this, Jesus replies. 
Triend, wherefore art thou come?^ (R. V., 'Friend, do that 
for which thou art come, S. Matt. 26 : 50.) 'Betrayest thou 
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the Son of man with a kiss?' (S. Luke 22: 48). Appalled 
at these words, Judas steps backward, and Jesus goes 
toward the multitude who were watching what was taking 
place, and who, beholding Him advance, await His ap- 
proach. It may be that Judas had advanced so far before 
his companions that he was not seen by them to kiss the 
Lord, and that they were still awaiting the sign. He asks. 
^Whom seek ye?' They reply, ^Jesus of Nazareth.' His 
words, *I am He,' spoken with the majesty that became 
the Son of God, so overawed them that they went backward 
and fell to the ground. After a like question and reply, He 
requests them to let the Apostles g6 free, thus implying 
His own willingness to be taken; and they, thus embold- 
ened, now lay hands upon Him. At this moment, S. Peter 
draws his sword and smites one of the band. Jesus orders 
him to put up his sword, and declares that He gives Him- 
self up to them voluntarily, and that, if He needed help. 
His Father would send Him legions of angels. The heal- 
ing of the servant's ear is mentioned only by S. Luke 
(22:51). He now addresses a few words to the Chief 
Priests and captains and elders, who had probably to this 
time been standing beliind the soldiers, and now came for- 
ward ; and, as He finished, the Apostles, seeing Him wholly 
in the power of His enemies, forsook Him and fled." — 
Andrews. 

"And as the ranks of the armed men now closed around 
the bound Christ, none dared to stay with Him, lest they 
also should be bound as resisting authority. So they all 
forsook Him and fled. But there was one there who joined 
not in the flight, but remained, a deeply interested on- 
looker. When the soldiers had come to seek Jesus in the 
upper chamber of his home, S. Mark, roused from sleep, 
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had hastily cast about him the loose linen garment or 
wrapper that lay by his bedside, and followed the armed 
band to see what would come of it. He now lingered in 
the rear, and followed as they led away Jesus, never im- 
agining that they would attempt to lay hold on him, since 
he had not been with the disciples nor yet in the Garden. 
But they, perhaps the Jewish servants of the High-Priest. 
had noticed him. They attempted to lay hold on him; 
when, disengaging himself from their grasp, he left his 
upper garment in their hands and fled. 

"So ended the first scene in the terrible drama of that 
night.'' — Edersheim. 
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The Trials. Ecclesiastical and Civil 

S. Mark 14 : 53-65 ; S. Luke 23 : 1-25. 

Jesus Led to the High Priest, — "Jesus was conducted 
first to the palace of Annas. He was an old man of seventy, 
who had been High Priest a score of years before, and 
still retained the title, as did also fiye of his sons who had 
succeeded him, though his son-in-law Caiaphas was the 
actual High Priest. His age, ability, and family influence 
gave him immense social weight, and he was the virtual, 
though not formal, head of the Sanhedrim. He did not 
try Jesus, but merely wished to see Him and ask a few 
questions; so that He was very soon led away from the 
palace of Annas to that of Caiaphas, which probably formed 
part of the same group of official buildings." — Stalker. 

The Ecclesiastical Trial. — "Caiaphas, as ruling High 
Priest, was president of the Sanhedrim, before which Jesus 
was tried. A legal meeting of this court could not be held 
before sunrise, perhaps about six o'clock. But there were 
many of its members already on the spot, who had been 
drawn together by their interest in the case. They were 
eager to get to work, both to gratify their own dislike to 
Him and to prevent the interference of the populace with 
their proceedings. Accordingly they resolved to hold an 
informal meeting at once, at which the accusation, evi- 
dence, and so forth, might be put into shape, so that, when 
the legal hour for opening their doors arrived, there might 
be nothing to do but to repeat the necessary formalities 

60 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Life of Jesus Christ the Messiah. 

- and carry Him off to the governor. This was done; and, 
while Jerusalem slept, these eager judges hurried forward 

[' their dark designs. 

"The High Priest began with questioning Him as to 
His disciples and doctrine, evidently with the view of dis- 
covering whether He had taught any revolutionary tenets, 
which might form a ground of accusation before the gov- 
ernor. But Jesus repelled the insinuation, indignantly 

. asserting that He had ever spoken openly before the world, 
and demanded a statement and proof of any evil He had 
done. This unusual reply induced one of the minions of 
the court to smite Him on the mouth with his fist — an act 
which the court apparently did not rebuke, and which 
showed what amount of justice He had to expect at the 
hands of His judges. An attempt was then made to bring 
proof against Him, a number of witnesses repeating various 
statements they had heard Him make, out of which it was 
hoped an accusation might be constructed. But it turned 

; out a total failure. The witnesses could not agree among 
themselves; and when at last two were got to unite in a 
distorted report of a saying of His early ministry, which 
appeared to have some color of criminality, it turned out 
to be a thing so paltry that it would have been absurd to 
appear with it before the governor as the ground of a seri- 
ous charge. 

"They were resolved on His death, but the prey seemed 
slipping out of their hands. Jesus looked on in absolute 
silence, while contradictory testimonies of the witnesses 
demolished each other. 

"The case had completely broken down, when Caiaphas 
rose from his seat, and, with theatrical solemnity, asked 
the question, ^I adjure Thee by the Living God, that Thou 
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tell us whether Thou be the Christ the Son of God.' It 
was a question asked merely in order to induce Jesus to 
criminate Himself. Yet He who kept silent when He 
might have spoken, now spoke when He might have 
been silent. With great solemnity He answered in the 
affirmative, that He was the Messiah, the Son of God. 
Nothing more was needed for His judges. They unani- 
mously pronounced Him guilty of blasphemy and worthy 
of death." — Stalker. 

Trial before the Civil Authorities, — "The time when 
the Lord was taken before Pilate cannot be exactly defined. 
There are two sources of information: Eoman usage, and 
the statements of the Evangelists. As a rule, the Roman 
courts did not open before sunrise, nor was judgment pro- 
nounced till after six o'clock a. m. The Evangelists give 
only general notices of the time: S. Matthew, %hen the 
morning was come'; S. ]\Iark, ^And straightway in the 
morning'; S. John, ^and it was early.' All use the same 
designation of time, irpma or ir/owt, which may include all 
the time from 3 to 6 a. m. 

"It is not easily determined whetlier the Praetorium 
or judgment hall, to which Jesus was taken, was in the 
palace of Herod the Great, and then occupied by Pilate, 
or in the fortress Antonia, or in a palace near it. That 
the Roman governors sometimes used Herod's palace as 
headquarters, appears from Josephus. The judge seems to 
have been at liberty to place his tribunal where he pleased, 
and Pilate on one occasion did so in the great circus. We 
consider it then most probable that all the judicial pro- 
ceedings before Pilate were at the palace of Herod upon 
Mount Sion. 

"Pilate, being informed that members of the Sanhedrim 
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had brought a criminal before him, and of their unwilling- 
ness to enter the palace, goes out to meet them. The 
ground of their unwillingness has been already considered. 
It was plainly the purpose of the priests and elders to 
obtain at once from Pilate a confirmation of their sentence, 
without stating the grounds upon which He had been 
condemned; but this plan was wholly baffled by his ques- 
tion: ^What accusation bring ye against this man?^ 
Whether Pilate asked this question from a sense of justice, 
not thinking it right to condemn any man to death without 
knowing his offense; or whether he already knew who the 
prisoner was, and that He had been condemned upon eccle- 
siastical grounds, we cannot determine. We can scarce 
doubt, however, that he had some knowledge of Jesus, of 
His teaching, works, and character. Without troubling 
himself about ecclesiastical questions, he would closely 
watch all popular movements; and he could not overlook 
a man who had excited so much of public attention. 

"Up .to this time the accusers of Jesus and Pilate 
had been standing without the Prsetorium. According to 
Roman law, the examination might take place within the 
Praetorium, but the sentence must be pronounced in public 
without. Entering it, Pilate calls Jesus and demands of 
Him, ^Art Thou the King of the Jews?' The Synoptists 
give simply this reply: ^Thou sayest,' or ^I am'; but S. 
John relates the reply in full, in which Jesus describes 
the nature of His Kingdom (18:33-38). The effect of 
this conversation upon Pilate was very great. He saw at 
once that Jesus was no vulgar inciter of sedition, no 
ambitious demagogue, or fanatical zealot, and that the 
kingdom of which He avowed Himself to be the king, 
was one of truth and not of force. At worst, He was only 
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a religious enthusiast, from whose pretensions Caesar could 
have nothing to fear; and he determines to save Him, if 
possible, from the hands of His enemies. Taking Jesus 
with him, he goes out and declares to them that he finds 
no fault in Him. This, probably unexpected exculpation 
on his part only makes them ^the more fierce,^ and tliey 
renew the charge that He stirreth up the people throughout 
all Judaea and Galilee, and even to Jerusalem (S. Luke 
23:5). S. Mark (15:3) says: 'And the Chief Priests 
accused Him of many things.' Galilee may have been thus 
mentioned because the Galileans were prone to sedition. 
To all these accusations Jesus answers nothing, so that 
His silence makes even Pilate to marvel. The incidental 
mention of Galilee suggests to the governor that he might 
relieve himself from responsibility by sending Him to 
Herod Antipas, who was then in the city, and unto whose 
jurisdiction, as a Galilean, Jesus rightfully belonged. He 
accordingly sends Him to Herod, and hopes that he is now- 
quit of the matter ; or, if Herod should decline jurisdiction, 
that he would express some opinion as to his guilt or 
innocence. The Chief Priests and Scribes follow Him, 
that they may renew their accusations before the new 
judge." — Andrews. 

Christ sent to Herod. — "One would fain draw the veil 
over the scene which ensued, for human nature itself 
suffers degradation in it. If we may feel sympathy with 
Pilate we can feel none with Herod. Herod receives Jesus 
with offensive suavity. He has long desired to see Him, 
and his attitude is one of base and cruel curiosity. Jesus 
has no significance for him except as a reputed thaumatur- 
gus. He overwhelms Him with fluent chatter; asks Him 
many questions; and even expects Him to work some act 
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of necromancy for the amusement of his court. He sup- 
poses that Pilate has sent him a superior sort of juggler, 
and he is so grateful for the friendly intentions of the 
Roman governor that that day a long-standing quarrel 
between them is healed. But Jesus marked His under- 
standing of the man by a complete majestic silence. He, 
like another martyr, who knew his trial a mockery, lifted 
up his face, without any speaking.^ It was a dreadful 
silence; it grew and spread like a cold sea. It is all the 
more significant when we compare the scene which had 
occurred in the High Priest's house, and at the tribunal 
of Pilate. Jesus was not silent in the presence of the 
priests: to them He spoke boldly of His life, His claims. 
His hopes. He was not silent before Pilate; He felt so 
much of pity, perhaps even of respect, for the troubled 
Governor, who was at least anxious to act justly, and save 
Him from His foes, that He explained to him more fully 
than to any other what He meant by His kingship and His 
Kingdom. But to this man, sentimentalist in religion, 
sensualist in life, utterly base and rotten to the core, Jesus 
answers not a word. He knew that He stood in the pres- 
ence of the murderer of John, and He knew that with such 
a man all sincere appreciation of religion was impossible. 
He knew that it was farcial to expect justice from him. 
And so Christ is silent — an indignant silence, a terrible 
and freezing silence; dumbness surcharged with anger, 
rebuke, reproach beyond all capacity of words, more thrill- 
ing than the cry of trumpets, more awe-inspiring than the 
crash of ruined firmaments. And at last, even Herod be- 
comes conscious of what that impenetrable silence means. 
A scorn, as cruel as his previous curiosity, takes possession 
of his thoughts. Lips are thrust out, and bright eyes 
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gleam with malice as they catch the eye of Herod. He will 
not even take the trouble to condemn One so forlorn and 
impotent. And yet in his scorn there is a kind of terror 
which soon finds expression in acts of an unpardonable 
brutality. He knows too well that those calm and dreadful 
eyes read the secret of his levity, his insincerity, his con- 
cealed abhorrence of all things virtuous and pure. The 
moment he finds how impossible it is to befool Jesus, how 
yet more impossible to break down His dignity, the real 
Herod stands revealed; ^then Herod and his men of war 
set Him at nought, and mocked Him, and arrayed Him 
in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him again to Pilate.' " — 
Dawson. 

Pilate Tries to Acquit Jesus, — "The Synoptists agree 
that Pilate made three several attempts to persuade the 
people to release Jesus, though the order of the attempts 
is not the same in all. The eyents may be thus arranged : 
Pilate presents to the people the two, Jesus and Barabbas, 
between whom they are to choose. A little interval follows, 
during which he receives his wife's message. He now 
formally asks the people whom they wished to have released 
(S. Matt, xxvii. 21; S. Mark xv. 9; S. Luke xxiii. 16-18). 
They answer, Barabbas. Pilate, hoping that by changing 
the form of the question he could obtain an answer more 
in accordance with his wishes, says : ^What shall I do then 
with Jesus which is called Christ?' S. Matt, xxvii. 22; S. 
Mark xv. 12. S. Luke xxiii. 20 does not give the question; 
but the answer shows that it must have been the same as 
in S. Matthew and S. Mark.) To this reply, ^Let Him be 
crucified.' Alexander (on S. Mark xv. 13) suggests that 
the cry ^Crucify Him' arose from the fact that, as Barabbas 
by the Eoman law would have been crucified, Jesus should 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Life of Jestis Christ the Messiah, 

now stand in his stead and bear his punishment. Bynaeus 
(iii. 118) explains it on the ground that crucifixion was 
the usual punishment of sedition, of which He was ac- 
cused. But we can scarce doubt that it was first raised 
by the Sanhedrists, who through this punishment would 
both gratify their own hatred and better cast the responsi- 
bility of His death on the Komans. Pilate now sees that 
not only do the people reject Jesus, but that they insist 
upon the most severe and ignominious punishment. He 
had proposed chastisement; they call for crucifixion. He 
had not anticipated this, and will reason with them. He 
therefore asks: ^Why, what eveil hath He done?' (S. Matt, 
xxvii. 23; S. Mark xv. 14). S. Luke (xxiii. 22) adds: 
^I have found no cause of death in Him, I will therefore 
chastise Him and let Him go.' This judicial declaration 
of His innocence and attempt to substitute the milder 
punishment, only cause the people to cry out the louder, 
^Let Him be crucified.' 

"Prom the Synoptists it would appear that after the 
failure of the attempts to induce the multitude to release 
Jesus, Pilate, despairing of success, washed his hands 
before the people, and then gave Him up to be scourged 
and crucified (S. Matt, xxvii. 26; S. Mark xv. 15). S. 
Luke (xvii. 16) gives Pilate's words; ^I will therefore 
chastise Him and release Him,' but says nothing of any 
scourging. (It is in question what is meant by ^chastise' 
here — TratScvw- Some say it is equivalent to scourge; so 
T. G. Lex. ; but Meyer says : Vhat kind of chastisement is 
left indefinite.' Verse 17 is omitted by W. and H. and 
Tisch.) But S. John (xix. 4-12) relates other and ap- 
parently subsequent attempts to save Him, placing them 
after and* in connection with the scourging. Was He, 
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then, twice scourged? This is aiBrmed by some who re- 
gard the scourging of S. John (xix. 1-3) as designed to 
gratify the elders and priests, and to excite popular com- 
passion; but that mentioned by the Synoptists as the 
scourging usually inflicted before crucifixion. But this is 
improbable (so Luthardt). That scourging generally pre* 
ceded the crucifixion appears from Josephus. This scourg- 
ing was excessively severe, the leathern thongs being often 
loaded with lead or iron, and cutting through the flesh 
even to the bone, so that some died under it. But the 
Lord having been once scourged, there seems no reason 
why it should be repeated, nor is it likely that Pilate would 
have permitted it if he could have prevented it. 

"Angry at the implacable determination of the rulers 
that Jesus should be crucified, Pilate tauntingly responds 
to the cry, Take ye Him and crucify Him, for I find no 
fault in Him.' Lardner (i. 54) paraphrases these words: 
^You must crucify Him then yourselves, if you can commit 
such a villainy, for I cannot. He appears to me innocent, 
as I have told you already, and I have now punished Him 
as much as He deserves.' (Godet, ii. 374.) The Jews now 
perceived that Pilate, knowing that the charge of sedition 
was baseless, and deeply sympathizing with Jesus, would 
not put Him to death; and were compelled to return to 
the original charge of blasphemy upon which He was con- 
demned. ^We have a law and by our law He ought to die, 
because He made Himself the Son of God.' This gives 
a new turn to the accusation ; they had charged Him with 
saying that He was Christ a King, but here is far more 
(Godet). This mention of the fact that Jesus made 
Himself the Son of God, had a power over Pilate who now 
heard of it for the first time, which the Jews- little an- 
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ticipated. Was then his prisoner, whose appearance, words, 
and conduct had so strangely and so deeply interested 
him, a divine being? Full of fear he returns to the judg- 
ment hall and commands Jesus to be brought, and de- 
mands, TV^hence art Thou?^ His silence at first, and still 
more His answer afterward, confirmed Pilate in his de- 
termination to release Him, and he may probably have 
taken some open step toward it. But the rulers will not 
thus give up their Victim. They begin to threaten that 
if he release Him he thereby shows that he is Caesar's 
enemy, and that they will accuse him before the emperor. 
Pilate now perceives the danger of his position. Such an 
accusation he must, at any cost, avoid. His administration 
would not, in many respects, bear a close scrutiny ; and the 
slightest suspicion that he had shown favor to a claimant 
of the Jewish throne, falling into the ear of the jealous and 
irritable Tiberius, would have endangered, not only his 
office but his life. Such peril he could not meet. The 
shrewd elders and priests, who knew the selfish weakness 
of his character, pressed their advantage, and Pilate dared 
do no more. Jesus must be crucified. He. now prepares to 
give final sentence. But he will first clear himself of the 
guilt of shedding innocent blood. He takes water and 
washes his hands before all, to show that he is clean. ^Then 
answered all the people. His blood be on us and on our 
children.' At this moment, about to give sentence, Pilate 
could not give up the poor satisfaction of mocking the 
Jews in what he knew well to be a most tender point — 
their Messianic hopes. He cries out. ^Behold your king.' 
His contemptuous words only bring back the fierce re- 
sponse, ^Away with Him ; crucify Him.' Still more bitterly 
he repeats, ^Shall I crucify your king?' The answer of the 
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chief priests (for the people are not said to have joined 
in it). *We have no king but Caesar/ was an open renun- 
ciation of their allegiance to Jehovah and of the covenant 
which He had made with the house of David (II. Sam. 
vii. 12). Thus had the Jews been led, step by step, not 
only to reject their Messiah, to prefer a robber and mur- 
derer before Him, to insist mercilessly that He should be 
put to a most shameful death, but even to accept and 
openly proclaim the Koman emperor as their king. This 
was the culminating point of national apostasy." — 
Andrews. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



The Crucifixion of the Messiah 

The Agony of the Crucifixion — His Kindness — Its Effect 
on the Beholders, 

S. Mark 15:16-47. 

Preparation for the Crucifixion, — "It matters little as 
regards their guilt, whether, pressing the language of S. 
John, we are to understand that Pilate delivered Jesus to 
the Jews to be crucified, or, as we rather infer, to his own 
soldiers. This was the common practice, and it accords 
both with the Governor's former taunt to the Jews, and 
with the after-notice of the Synoptists. They, to whom He 
was ^delivered,' *led Him away to be crucified'; and they 
who so led Him forth ^compelled' the Cyrenian Simon to 
bear the Cross. 

"Once more was He unrobed and robed. The purple 
robe was torn from His wounded Body, the crown of thorns 
from His Brow. Arrayed again in His own, now blood- 
stained garments, He was led forth to execution. Only 
about two hours and a half had passed since the time that 
He had first stood before Pilate (about half-past six), 
when the melancholy procession reached Golgatha (at nine 
o'clock A.M.). In Rome an interval, ordinarily of two 
days, intervened between a sentence and its execution; but 
the rule does not seem to have applied to the provinces, if, 
indeed, in this case the formal rules of Roman procedure 
were at all observed. 

"The preparations were soon made: the hammer, the 
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nails, the Cross, the very food for the soldiers who were 
to watch under each Cross. Four soldiers would be detailed 
for each Cross, the whole being under the command' of a 
centurion. As always, the Cross was borne to the place of 
execution by Him who was to suffer on it — perhaps His 
Arms bound to it with cords.^' — Edersheim. 

Golgotha. — "It was about nine o'clock in the morning 
when the final order was given for the execution of Jesus. 
The place of execution .is minutely described to us as 
Golgotha, or the place of a skull, a small hill near the city, 
and immediately beyond its gates. There is but one place 
discoverable in modern Jerusalem which entirely fulfils 
the descriptions of the Evangelists. It is a green hill, 
with a precipitous limestone cliff, which bears an 'unmis- 
takable likeness to a human skull. It is at a point where 
great roads converge, open and public, so that it would be 
possible for a great concourse of people to assemble, each 
of whom would be able to see all that occurred upon the 
hill itself, and to read the inscription which Pilate wrote 
above the Cross. The hill rises immediately outside the 
Damascus Gate, which in earlier times was called the Gate 
of Stephen, because tradition asserts that the first martyr 
suffered death in its immediate vicinity. To this day the 
hill is known among the Jews as the Hill of Execution, 
and it is said that he who passes it breathes to himself 
the strange words, ^Cursed be He who destroyed our nation 
by aspiring to be its king.' At the foot of the hill is a 
garden, in which a rock sepulchre has lately been dis- 
covered, certainly dating from the days of Herod, and 
almost certainly the tomb in which the bodv of Jesus lay." 
—Ibid. 

Crucifixion Changed from Ignominy to Glory. — "The 
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peculiar feature of death by crucifixion was its ignominy. 
It was a form of death with which it was impossible to 
associate the least idea of dignity. The 'fact that a man 
dies by public execution may be painful to remember; 
but it is not necessarily dishonorable or shameful. Socrates 
was executed, but it was under circumstances which did 
not make personal dignity impossible. Many martyrs have 
died upon the scaffold and at the stake; but while men 
may have been disgusted at the barbarity of the means of 
death employed, none have felt them to be inherently 
shameful. The common form of Jewish execution was by 
stoning; but barbarous as this death was, yet it was so 
little shameful that there had been those who still were 
heroes in Jewish memory in spite of the nature of their 
death. But crucifixion involved a kind of shame beyond 
shame: indelible, odious, and utterly revolting. Among 
civilized nations who allow the penalty of death for capital 
offences, it is generally agreed that the means of death 
employed should be swift. Justice is content with the fact 
of death, and does not demand torture. But in crucifixion 
the pangs of dissolution were prolonged and public. It 
was no unusual thing for a criminal to hang upon his 
cross for several days, expiring at last from sheer exhaus- 
tion. The modesty of death itself was violated in this 
prolonged public exhibition of a dreadful agony. Exposed 
to a pitiless sun, racked with a furious thirst, often derided 
by the passers-by, liable to the attacks of vultures while yet 
consciousness survived — it was so that men died upon the 
Cross, under every aggravation of atrocity. It was little 
wonder, therefore, that the Cross was regarded with a 
peculiar abhorrence. It was the symbol of an infamy so 
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complete that even pity was alienated: of a dishonor so 
dire that the mind refused its contemplation. 

"The truly astonishing thing in the death of Jesus is 
that by the manner of His dying He utterly destroyed these 
evil associations of the Cross, and replaced them with ideas 
of inexhaustible beauty and significance. He died with a 
dignity which triumphed absolutely over the indignity of 
the Cross. The gibbet of the slave lost its shame from the 
moment Christ was nailed upon it. That which had been 
loathsome became honorable, that which had been hated 
became reverenced and loved. We could better understand 
this apothesis of the Cross if it had been seen; but the 
marvellous thing is that it was immediate. Those who 
themselves saw the Cross on Golgatha with sickening horror 
and revulsion, lived to boast of the instrument of death 
which they abhorred. Instead of speaking with bated 
breath of this dreadful ignominy inflicted upon One whom 
they loved, the apostles called attention to it and sought 
to fix the eyes of the world upon it. S. Paul made the 
Cross his boast ; he preached not only Christ to the Gentiles, 
but Christ crucified. He did so with the full knowledge 
that the Cross was an offence and a stumbling block to the 
Gentiles who counted him a fool in such glorying. How 
can we account for this extraordinary attitude of thought ? 
How can we account for the strange success which it 
achieved? What explanation can we give of this total 
reversal of prolonged tradition, which turned infamy to 
glory, and clothed the gibbet of the slave with an im- 
perishable sanctity and splendor? The only possible reply 
is that Jesus changed every association of the Cross by 
the way in which He died upon it. Such divine grace and 
dignity revealed themselves that day on Golgotha that 
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henceforth the Cross of Christ became the central fact of 
human history, and being lifted up, Christ drew all men 
unto Himself." — Dawson. 

Jesus is Nailed to the Cross. — "It. was nine of the 
clock when the procession reached Golgotha, and the prep- 
aration for the Crucifixion commenced. Avowedly, the 
punishment was invented to make death as painful and as 
lingering as the power of human endurance. First, the 
upright wood was planted in the ground. It was not high, 
and probably the Feet of the Sufferer were not above one 
or two feet from the ground. Thus could the communica- 
tion described in the Gospels take place between Him and 
others ; thus, also, might His sacred Lips be moistened with 
the sponge attached to a short stalk of hyssop. Next, the 
tranverse wood was placed on the ground, and the Sufferer 
laid on it, when His Arms were extended, drawn up, and 
bound to it. Then (this not in Egypt, but in Carthage 
and in Kome), a strong, sharp nail was driven, first into 
the right, then into the left Hand. Nexf, the Sufferer was 
drawn up by means of ropes, perhaps ladders; the trans- 
verse either bound or nailed to the upright, and a rest or 
support for the Body fastened on it. Lastly, the Feet were 
extended, and either one nail hammered into each, or a 
larger piece of iron through the two. And so might the 
crucified hang for hours, even days, till consciousness at 
last failed. 

"It was a merciful Jewish practice to give to those led 
to execution a draught of strong wine mixed with myrrh, 
so as to deaden consciousness. This charitable office was 
performed at the cost of, if not by, an association of women 
in Jerusalem. That draught was offered to Jesus when 
He reached Golgotha. But having tasted it, and ascer- 
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tained its character and object, He would not drink it. 
It was like His former refusal of the pity of the ^daughters 
of Jerusalem.' Nor would He suffer and die as if it had 
been a necessity, not a voluntary self-surrender. He would 
meet Death and conquer by submitting to the full. 

"And so was He nailed to His Cross, which was placed 
between, probably somewhat higher than, those of the two 
malefactors crucified with Him." — Edersheim. 

Inscription on the Cross. — "The tablet which had been 
carried before Jesus to the place of execution was now 
nailed upon the Cross. An immense concourse had assem- 
bled between Golgotha and the Damascus Gate, and each 
read with astonishment the words, ^This is Jesus, the 
King of the Jews.' It was an insult to the entire nation, 
and was bitterly resented. And it was impossible to fore- 
see what form this resentment might take. Had the multi- 
tude really believed that the true Messiah was being cruci- 
fied by the act of the Romans, there is little doubt that a 
rescue would have been attempted. The Roman soldiers 
at the Cross were few, and would have been unable to resist 
the mob. In frantic consternation the Sanhedrists now 
rushed to Pilate, and implored him to change the form of 
the words to *He said, I am the King of the Jews.' Pilate. 
glad of an opportunity of insulting safely men from whom 
he had already endured such great humiliations, replies 
curtly, ^What I have written, I have written.' He is in- 
different to any threat of rescue; perhaps in his heart he 
would have welcomed it. The baffled priests can think of 
no better device to lessen the effect of the title which is 
written on the Cross than to mock Jesus. Yet even their 
mockery is the fruit of fear. 'He saved others. Himself 
He cannot save,' they cry ; but even while they speak some 
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think that they hear Jesus crying for Elijah to come and 
save Him, and there is a general expectation of some mira- 
cle of strange deliverance." — Dawson. 

Lots cast for His Garments. — "Before nailing Him to 
the Cross, the soldiers parted among them the poor worldly 
inheritance of His raiment. On this point there are slight 
seeming differences between the notices of the Synoptists 
and the more detailed account of the Fourth Gospel. Such 
differences, if real, would afford only fresh evidence of the 
general trustworthiness of the narrative. For we bear in 
mind tljat, of all the disciples, only S. John witnessed the 
last scenes, and that therefore the other accounts of it 
circulating in the early Church must have been derived, 
so to speak, from second sources. This explains, why the 
most detailed as well as precise account of the closing hours 
in the Life of Christ comes to us from S. John. In the 
present instance these differences may be explained in the 
following manner: There was, as S. John states, first a 
division into four parts — one to each of the soldiers — of 
such garments of the Lord as were nearly of the same value. 
The head-gear, the outer cloak-like garment, the girdle, 
and the sandals, would differ little in cost. But the ques- 
tion, which of them was to belong to each of the soldiers, 
would naturally be decided, as the Synoptists inform us, 
by lot. 

"But besides these four articles of dress^ there was the 
seamless woven inner garment, by far the most valuable of 
all, and for which, as it could not be partitioned without 
being destroyed, they would specially cast lots (as S. John 
reports). To S. John, the loving and loved disciple, greater 
contrast could scarcely exist than between this rough parti- 
tion by lot among the soldiery, and the character and 
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claims of Him whose garments they were thus apportion- 
ing, as if He had been a lielpless Victim in their hands. 
Only one explanation could here suggest itself: that there 
was a Divine meaning in the permission of such an event — 
that it was in fulfilment of ancient prophecy. As he gazed 
on the terrible scene, the words of the Psalm which por- 
trayed the desertion, the sufferings, and the contempt even 
unto death of the Servant of the Lord, flashed upon his 
mind — for the first time he understood them. That this 
quotation is made in the Fourth (iospel alone, proves that 
its writer was an eye-witness; tliat it was made in the 
Fourth Gospel at all, that he was a Jew, deeply ' imbued 
with Jewish modes of religious thinking.'' — Edersheim. 
The Saviours Kindness. — "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.' Instead of the shriek of 
anguish which was the accompaniment generally wrung 
from the stoutest heart, these words broke from the Hps of 
Jesus — '^Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.' This is the meaning: He has been forgiving aH His 
life, and now in the most supreme anguish that man's body 
is capable of suffering, He loses not one whit of the loving- 
kindness of that spirit. Tather, forgive them' — the su- 
preme prayer for the supreme sinners. Tliere is no doubt 
of His Father. He is sure of His Father. He is sure of 
man's needs. He is master of Himself. All this is sug- 
gested in this first word of Jesus. Here we have sin at its 
worst and prayer at its best. 



"Here is sin in its worst form, its most brutal, most 

cruel form, its most absolutely inexcusable form. And 

here, on the other hand, you have the supreme act of faith 
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and mercy. Here is Jesus laid hold of by cruel hands, 
crucified and slain — Jesus all pitiful and holy, and as the 
tender flesh shrinks under the brutal touch of these men 
whose hardened faces form a circle round His Cross, He 
looks upon them and He says, 'Father, forgive these men.' 
What act of faith is comparable to it? What act of belief 
in humanity is equal to it? What trust in fatherhood 
surpasses this first prayer of Jesus?" — ^W. B. Rainsford. 
From the Sixth to the Ninth Hour, — "Darkness fre- 
quently precedes an earthquake in the East. Such a dread- 
ful night now fell upon Jerusalem, and in a yet deeper 
gloom the soul of Jesus groped its unfriendly way. Broken 
words fell from Him. Once He cried that He thirsted. 
and a Roman soldier, no longer capable of mocker\% has- 
tened to offer Him a sponge soaked with rough country 
wine. His mind turned instinctively to those Scriptures 
of His nation which had so long been the stay and inspira- 
tion of His thought. Passages of the twenty-second Psalm 
came to His lips: ^My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me ? Why art Thou so far from helping Me ? . . . 
I am a reproach of men, and despised of people. . . . All 
they that see Me laugh Me to scorn . . . they shoot out 
the lip, they shake the head, saying. He trusted on the Lord 
that He would deliver Him ; let Him deliver Him, seeing 
He delighted in Him.' So in the darkness the solemn 
recitation went on, above the heads of the terrified soldiers 
and the quailing crowd. Some thought He was delirious 
with thirst, and again a soldier offered Him drink; others 
that He cried on Elijah to deliver Him. There was as yet 
no sign of imminent death. The voice that cried through 
the gloom was clear and strong. Suddenly there was a 
change, wholly astonishing to His executioners. A great 
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and terrible cry rang from the Sufferer's lips. Some who 
listened heard Him say, Tather, into Thy hands I com- 
mend My Spirit/ Others heard Him say, ^It is finished'.' 
In the same moment the first vibration of the earthquake 
shook the hill. The crowd ran hither and thither, terrified 
and maddened by the dreadful darkness. They saw with 
horror the graves in the adjoining burial ground shattered 
and wrenched apart. From Jerusalem itself rose terrible 
cries of panic, and a rumor spread that the Temple itself 
was riven by the earthquake. Golgotha was deserted, save 
by the Roman guard, who dared not leave their post. 
When at last the darkness lifted, they came nearer to the 
Cross, determined to break the legs of the dying men and 
make an end of a scene which had now become even to 
their hardened nerves unbearable. They then saw that 
Jesus was dead. It was as though the world itself had 
become the darkened bier of the dead God ; and so the cen- 
turion felt it when he cried, *This is the Son of God.' 

Death and Burial, — "We are told that in the instant 
when Christ expired the veil of the Temple, a heavy curtain 
covering the Holy of Holies, which could only be moved 
by the united strength of many priests, w^as rent in twain. 
Josephus and other contemporary writers have recorded 
the fact that about this time the Temple gates rolled back 
of themselves, and the middle and chief light in the Golden 
Candlestick was extinguished. It is more than probable 
that this is a direct reference to the earthquake which 
wrought such alarming devastation in the Temple on the 
day when Jesus died. In such a moment the priests would 
not forget the words of Him whom they had slain: that 
the day would come when not a stone of the Temple would 
be left upon another. Already, it would seem to them, the 
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death of Jesus was avenged. They had feared Him living; 
they feared Him yet more in the moment of His death. 

"In the ordinary course of things the dead Body would 
have been left upon the Cross until the vultures had de- 
stroyed it; but this last indignity was not to be. Perhaps 
the priests were anxious to remove at once the dreadful 
witness of their crime ; it is at least certain that they raised 
no objection to the burial of Jesus. One of the secret 
followers of Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea, together with 
Nicodemus, at once went to Pilate, and obtained permission 
to remove the Body. The Garden at the foot of Golgotha 
belonged to Joseph, and in the limestone cliff at the north 
of the Garden he had already built for himself a sepulchral 
chamber. To this chamber the Body was borne. Nicode- 
mus had brought with him myrrh and aloes, with which the 
Body was anointed; it was then wrapped in linen grave- 
clothes and laid in the tomb. It was now evening, and the 
next day was the Sabbath. Haste characterized all the 
actions of the friends of Jesus. The embalmment itself 
was hasty, for the evident intention was to complete it when 
the Sabbath was past. Amid the evening light — for the 
darkness had now passed — the women who had loved Christ 
best stood dissolved in tears and watched the last sad and 
sacred rites. The stone which ran in a groove before the 
open doorway of the vault was then rolled into its place. 
At the same moment a band of soldiers arrived, with in- 
structions to seal the stone and to keep guard over the 
sepulchre, lest the Body should be desecrated or removed. 
The friends of Jesus then left the Garden, and the silence 
of the night fell upon the scene. 

"Thus Jesus died; young, beloved, adored, yet rejected 
and despised by all but a few of His own countrymen. The 
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defeat of the Galilean movement seemed complete. The 
most that His friends could hope was that His memory, 
sanctified by death, would haunt a few minds for a few 
years, like a sacred dream. It would then slowly fade 
away, as the memory of the dead must fade, however well- 
beloved, and at last dissolve. Here and there, for some 
brief years, a man or woman would speak of Him with 
tenderness, would recall His aspect or His words, but the 
life of the great, strenuous world would roll on, and at last 
obliterate all traces of His name. He had passed like a 
bright apparition on the dusty roads of life, and had gone 
never to return. AH the hopes He had encouraged seemed 
falsified and empty. Of all the happy throngs whom He 
had gathered to His side no single man was found capable 
of leadership, with a spirit or a genius to continue this 
work, nor was there the least sign of any rallying force in 
the movemeent which He had begun.^' — Dawson. 
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The Resurrection of the Messiah 

Its Manner and the Effect Produced. 
S. Luke 24:1-35. 

The Empty Tomh. — "It was late on Friday evening 
when the final disposition of the corpse was made in 
Joseph's Tomb, and the Roman guard arrived to begin the 
tedious duties of their night watch. Toward morning a 
renewed shock of earthquake ran through the Garden, and 
they woke in terror, to discover that the massive stone at 
the entrance to the Tomb was displaced. They rushed at 
once into the city, full of alarm at an event so unexpected, 
and fearful of the consequences to themselves. Not one of 
them appears to have looked into the sepulchre, nor sus- 
pected it was empty. 

"The first person to enter the Garden was Mary Mag- 
dalene, and close behind her followed certain other women, 
bent upon a common task — the complete embalmment of 
their dead Master. They knew that the Tomb was closed 
with a massive stone, and they had speculated sadly, as 
they drew near, how they, with their feeble strength, could 
roll away the stone. There still remains in Jerusalem, at 
what is called the Tomb of the Kings, one of these stones 
intact. It resembles a millstone, and was rolled in a deep 
groove to its place before the low entrance to the Tomb. 
It was yet dark when Mary entered the Garden, and to her 
intense surprise she saw that the stone was either rolled 
back in its groove, or lay shattered before the now open 
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entrance to the sepulchre. Mary-s immediate thought was 
that the Body of Jesus had been stolen. Startled, and 
trembling with a great fear, she turned and ran at once to 
find S. John and S. Peter. She met the two disciples not 
far from the Garden, and told them that the Body of Jesus 
had been taken away. The two disciples, equally alarmed,, 
at once began to run toward the Garden, and found, as 
they supposed, a spoliated sepulchre. 

"The tirst impression on the mind of S. John was that 
the Body was still there. Standing in the low doorway of 
the sepulchre, in the dim light he saw the gleam of some- 
thing white in the 'loculus' where the Body of Jesus had 
been lain, and he naturally supposed that the Body was 
undisturbed. But S. Peter, less reverent, and more daring, 
now entered the sepulchral vault itself and saw something 
more than S. John had seen. 'He seeth the linen clothes 
lying, and the napkin that was about His head, not lying 
with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by 
itself.^ The impression created by these words is that Jesus 
had quietly awakened out of sleep, and had disappeared; 
but it will be seen at once that this would have supplied no 
proof of a resurrection, but rather the reverse. He saw 
the grave-clothes lying fold for fold, as though the Body 
still reposed beneath them ; he saw the white turban in the 
hollowed niche at the end of the stone locrdus, as if the 
head of Jesus still rested there, and he was instantly aware 
that nothing in the tomb had been disturbed. Everything 
appeared as if the Body were still there, and yet the Body 
had gone. Etherealized and spiritualized, that Divine 
Body, now free from the limitations of physical law, had 
passed through its cerements, had floated upward, light as 
air, had become a form celestial. It was that discovery 
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which overwhelmed the mind of S. Peter. With a silent, 
awe-struck gesture he called S. John to look, and S. John 
followed him into the vault. The same astounding infer- 
ence seized upon the mind of S. John. Fold for fold the 
grave-clothes lay, precisely as they had been left on that 
bitter Friday evening when the corpse of Jesus had been 
laid to rest within the locuhis, yet the Body was not there. 
!N"o hand had touched the Tomb. No sleeper had awakened 
in horror and dismay to rush forth into the reassuring light 
of day. Spirit-free and clothed with immortality, Jesus 
had passed through all material obstructions, and was 
alive in His new celestial nature. Then these two disciples 
saw and believed. 

"This was the moment when the truth of a Kesurrec- 
tion was born, and yet, it will be observed, at present it 
was only a sublime inference, beset by many doubts and 
difficulties. No one had seen the Kisen Jesus ; all that was 
certain was that He was not in the Tomb. S. Peter and 
S. John at once left the Garden in an ecstasy of hope. 
They left behind tbem one watcher, who was destined to 
aupply the first positive affirmation of their hopes. This 
woman was Mary Magdalene." — Dawson. 

Christ Appears to Mary Magdalene. — "The gust of a 
new-born morning shook the trees and passed like a long 
sigh across the Garden. Mary looked up. One stands 
beside her whom she takes to be the gardener, and He 
repeats the question, ^Woman, why weepest thou? Whom 
seekest thou ?' She scarcely lifts her head to answer for a 
second time a question so full of torture. Shaken with 
sobs, she makes her agonized reply, ^Sir, if thou hast borne 
Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will 
take Him away.' The woman who made this appeal was 
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surely not one whose mind was capable of creating in an 
instant the phantasm of a Risen Christ, 'a resuscitated 
God/ It is a cry of poignant grief, of courageous despair. 
The figure at her side utters one word — 'Mary !' It is 
uttered with a well-remembered accent which recalls Gali- 
lee, Jesus, ended madness, passionate love, a thousand 
hopes and fears, the beautiful and tragic history of a life- 
time ! One word leaps to her lips, one word alone is possi- 
ble, uttered in overwhelmed and rapturous surprise, *Rab- 
boni, 'Mastkr !* Vov one brief moment she has not been 
able to reconcile the tumult of her thoughts: her mind 
trembles on its balance, as if the old madness had returned, 
but in a strange dilirium of joy. The Image that lives in 
her mind, to the exclusion of all other images, is of Jesus 
on the (Voss, pallid, blood-smeared, dreadful, disfigured 
out of all knowledge by the hand of Tragedy, which has 
buffeted and bruised Him. This Jesus was not the Jesus 
she had seen on Calvary; it is another Jesus, yet the same, 
whom she had seen in Magdala, with all the morning shin- 
ing in His eyes ! It is the Jesus of Galilee and the lakeside, 
the Jesus of the lilies and the o])en fields, standing in the 
silent dawn witli ))erhaps the gathered lilies in His hands. 
fresh, young, smiling, the Jesus of the Garden, whom she 
had mistaken for the gardener. Words no longer have 
significance for her; in dumb ecstasy she falls upon her 
knees, and stretches out her hands to touch the sacred feet. 
She hears as one beyond hearing, suddenly translated into 
a strange new world where silence is as speech, the Divine 
murmur of a voice above her, saying, 'Touch Me not, for I 
am not ascended to Aly Father; but go to My brethren and 
say unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father, 
and to My God and your God.' The vision lingers for an 
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instant longer, but Mary dares not look on it again. Mys- 
terious hope and healing flow into her wounded heart, 
leaving it enraptured. She rises from her knees with the 
glad cry upon her lips : 'I have seen the Lord, and He 
has spoken with me,' and she hastens from the Garden that 
she may pour her story into the ears of S. John and S. 
Peter. Henceforth the Garden lies deserted. Nevermore 
shall He be seen among its flowers; vainly shall the groups 
of awe-struck friends gather round its gates and watch 
for some faint glimpse of Him whom Mary saw. But on 
its fragrant air the message lingers — 'He is not here : He 
is risen'; and in the hour when Mary found her God, the 
world found its redemption and its faith. 

"Mary was not believed. Even S. Peter and S. John 
would feel that it was one thing to believe that Christ had 
mysteriously vanished from the Tomb, and quite another 
to represent Him as still visible to human eyes, still capable 
of communicating His wishes and His love to human 
hearts." — Dawson. 

Christ Appears to the Two on the Road to Emrnaus. — 
"Of the two, who on that early spring afternoon left the 
City in company, we know that one bore the name of 
Cleopas. The other, unnamed, has for that very reason, 
and because the narrative of that work bears in its vivid- 
ness the character of personal recollection, been identified 
with S. Luke himself. If so, then, as has been finely re- 
marked, each of the Gospels would, like a picture, bear in 
some dim corner the indication of its author: the first, 
that of 'the publican' ; that by S. Mark, that of the young 
man who in the night of the Betrayal bad fled from his 
captors; that of S. Luke, in the companion of Cleopas; 
and that of S. John, in the disciple whom Jesus loved. 
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Uncertainty, almost equal to that about the second traveller 
to Emmaus, rests on the identification of that place. But 
such great probability attaches, if not to the exact spot, 
yet to the locality, or rather the valley, that we may in 
imagination follow the two companions on their road." — 
Edersheim. 

The Story of the Two Disciples, — "While they (the 
disciples in Jerusalem) were conferring in whispered 
voices, awe-stricken, fearful, divided between fear and hope, 
dreading the Jews, not impossibly suspicious even of one 
another, since one had already proved a traitor, there came 
a knocking at the door. It was opened, with what caution 
we can guess, and there stood two eager and breathless dis- 
ciples. They brought a strange story to confirm the reports 
of Simon and Peter and the women. They had been going 
that very evening out to Emmaus, a village of Judea about 
seven miles distant, when a Stranger fell in with them. 
They were talking over the events of the past few days — 
who could think or talk of anything else? — when a 
Stranger joined them and asked them what they were 
talking about. They told Him frankly how they had loved 
Jesus, how they had hoped He was the Messiah, how He 
had been put to death and their hopes had died with Him 
and been buried in His tomb. The Unknown expressed 
surprise that they so little comprehended the ancient 
prophecies, and as they walked He interpreted those 
prophecies to them. Of all the strange silences of Scrip- 
ture none is stranger to me than this, that neither of these 
disciples made a record of that conversation and preserved 
it for future use. What an interpretation of the Old Testa- 
ment that hour's converse must have given! When they 
reached their destination, said these two disciples, the 
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Stranger was going on, but they persuaded Him to accept 
their hospitality. He did so; the three sat down to the 
table together; and as He took the bread and broke it and 
blessed it, they saw in Him the person of their Lord. But 
no sooner had they recognized Him than He disappeared 
as mysteriously as He had appeared; and they, not even 
waiting to sleep, had hastened back to Jerusalem to bring 
their confirmation of Christ's resurrection to the others. 

"While the group were discussing this report, suddenly 
Jesus appeared among them. How He entered they could 
not tell. He pronounced on them the benediction of peace, 
the customary Jewish salutation. He calmed their fears, 
assuring them that He was no apparition; and, to add 
assurance to His words. He bade them feel His hands and 
feet and wounded side, and asked for food, and ate before 
them all. Then He repeated, in substance. His interpre- 
tation of the Old Testament, showing them that His pas- 
sion and death, so far from being a defeat, was a fulfilment 
of the ancient prophecies. Had they comprehended the 
Scripture, they should have anticipated the crucifixion. 

"I am glad S. Thomas was one of the Apostles, and I 
am glad he was not there that evening. For S. Thomas 
was a natural unbeliever. He. had plenty of loyalty, but 
no faith. He was a plain, practical, prosaic man. He was 
not — one can easily imagine him saying this to himself — 
he was not a woman to mistake a gardener for a ghost; 
nor a S. Peter to jump at conclusions because they agreed 
with his ardent desires; nor a S. John to confound the 
creations of his imagination with the conclusions of his 
reason. He prided himself on holding that ^seeing is be- 
lieving,' and, when the disciples reported that they had 
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seen the Lord, responded curtly that he would believe 
when he had put his fingers in the nail-prints and thrust 
his hand in where the spear had been thrust. If that early 
Church had acted on the principle on which some modern 
defenders of the Faith would have us act, they would have 
excommunicated this unbeliever immediately. But, for- 
tunately for us, they held that nothing is infidehty but 
unfaithfulness; and this loyal soul — loyal despite his skep- 
ticism, loyal to the Master though he despairingly believed 
Him dead — they welcomed as a brother, though he not 
only doubted, but even stoutly refused to believe in, the 
resurrection. Fortunate for us, I say, because when the 
disciples met in the same upper chamber a week later, and 
S. Thomas met with them — possibly with a faint glimmer 
of a hope that the Master would appear to him and put an 
end to his doubts — He did so appear, and vanquished them 
by seeming to yield to them. But S. Thomas did not wait 
to thrust his finger into the nail-prints or his hand into 
the side. Love conquered skepticism — it is always love, 
not argument, that conquers skepticism — and he fell at his 
Master's feet with a fuller testimony of his divine Messiah- 
ship than had ever come from the lips of even S. Peter or 
S. John. 

"The fact of the resurrection needed no further witness. 
It was only left to teach its lessons." — Abbott. 

The Effect of the Resurrection on the Disciples. — "But 
the alleged resurrection of Christ was accompanied by the 
indisputable resurrection of Christianity. And how is the 
latter to be accounted for except by the former ? It might, 
indeed, be said that Jesus had filled their minds with impe- 
rial dreams, which He failed to realize; and that, having 
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once caught sight of so magnificent a career, they were 
unable to return to their fishing-nets, and so invented this 
story, in order to carry on the scheme on their own account. 
Or it might be said that they only fancied they saw what 
they tell about the Risen One. But the remarkable thing 
is that, when they resumed their faith in Him, they were 
found to be no longer pursuing worldly ends, but intensely 
spiritual ones; they were no longer expecting thrones, but 
persecution and death; yet they addressed themselves to 
their new work with a breadth of intelligence, an ardor of 
devotion, and a faith in results which they had never shown 
before. As Christ rose from the dead in a transfigured 
body, so did Christianity. It had put off its carnality. 
What effected this change? They say it was the resurrec- 
tion and the sight of the Risen Christ. But their testimony 
is not proof that He rose. The incontestable proof is the 
change itself — the fact that suddenly they had become 
courageous, hopeful, believing, wise, possessed with noble 
and reasonable views of the world's future, and equipped 
with resources sufficient to found the Church, convert the 
world, and establish Christianity in its purity among men. 
Between the last Old Testament Sabbath and the time, a 
few weeks afterwards, when this stupendous change had 
undeniably taken place, some event must have intervened 
which can be regarded as a sufficient cause for so great an 
effect. The resurrection alone answers the exigencies of 
the problem, and is therefore proved by a demonstration 
far more cogent than perhaps any testimony could be. It is 
a happy thing that this event is capable of such a proof; 
for, if Christ be not risen, our faith is vain; but if He be 
risen, then the whole of His miraculous life becomes cred- 
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ible, for this was the greatest of all the miracles ; His divine 
mission is demonstrated, for it must have been God who 
raised Him up ; and the most assuring glance which history 
afEords is given into the realities of the eternal' world." — 
Stalker. 
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The Great Commission and 
the Ascension 

To whom the Great Commission was given. How this final 
Command of our Lord can he carried out To-day, 

S. Matthew 28 : 19-20; S. Luke 24: 46-53. 

The Forty Days, — "Through forty days of spiritual 
existence, manifest at intervals to those who loved Him, 
Jesus prepared his disciples to receive this truth. The 
last scene of all occurred at Bethany. In the evening cool- 
ness He led them out to the neighborhood of that home 
where love had once anointed Him for burial, and of that 
tomb where He had once showed His mastery over death. 
^And he lifted up His hands and blessed them, and it came 
to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from 
them and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped 
Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were 
continually in the Temple, praising and blessing God.^ 
l^hey had learned the final lesson which fitted them to be 
the Apostles of the world's eternal hope. Henceforth Jesus 
was to them' more alive and more beloved than He had 
ever been. Through all the dawns and nights that lay be- 
tween them and martyrdom they heard His advancing 
footstep, caught the clear whisper of His voice, and felt 
the glow of His immediate Presence; and never was this 
finer intimacy of the soul so deep as in the hour when they 
died for Him. They did not wish Him back again, because 
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they knew that He had never gone away. Xo regrets 
mingled in their love for Him. The Bridegroom was still 
with them, and life, in spite of all its outward deprivations, 
became once more a bridal feast." — Dawson. 

The Great Commission. — "But this twofold testimony 
comes to us from S. Matthew and S. Mark, that then the 
worshipping disciples were once more formed into the 
Apostolic Circle — Apostles now of the Risen Christ. And 
this was the warrant of their new commission : ^AU power 
(authority) has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.' 
And this was their new commission : 'Go ye, therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the 
Xame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.' And this was their work: 'Teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I commanded you.' And this 
is His final and sure promise: 'And lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of tlie world.' 

"We are once more in Jerusalem, whither He had 
bidden them go to tarry for the fulfilment of the great 
promise. The Pentecost was drawing nigh. And on that 
last day — the day of His Ascension — He led them forth to 
the well-remembered Bethany. From where He had made 
His last triumphal Entry into Jerusalem before His Cru- 
cifixion, would He make His triumphal Entry visibly into 
Heaven. Once more would they have asked Him about 
that which seemed to them the final consummation — the 
restoration of the Kingdom of Israel. But such questions 
became them not. Theirs was to be work, not rest; suffer- 
ing, not triumph. The great promise before them was of 
spiritual, not outward, power; of the Holy Ghost — and 
their call not yet to reign with Him, but to bear witness 
for Him. And as He so spake. He lifted His hands in 
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blessing upon them, and, as He was visibly taken up, a 
cloud received Him. And still they gazed with upturned 
faces, on that luminous cloud which had received Him, 
and the two Angels spake to them tliis last message from 
Him, that He should so come in like manner — as they had 
beheld Him going into Heaven. 

"And so their last question to Him, ere He had parted 
from them, was also answered, and with blessed assurance. 
Reverently they worshipped Him; then, with secret joy, 
returned to Jerusalem. So it was all true, all real — and 
Christ ^sat down at the Right Hand of God.' 

"Henceforth, neither doubting, ashamed, nor yet afraid, 
they Vere continually in the Temple, blessing God.' 'And 
they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord work- 
ing with them, and confirming the word by the signs that 
followed. Amen.' " — Ederstieim. 

S. Paul's^ Testimony, — "S. Paul,, about twenty-five 
years after, mentions another appearance, which was no 
doubt the same as is related, more fully, by S. Matthew. 
It took place in a mountain, appointed for the purpose by 
Jesus Himself, doubtless as a well-known spot. Here, a 
large number of disciples, including, as we know, the 
Eleven, gathered at the time fixed. It was a moment of 
supreme solemnity, for it was the close, so far as we know, 
of His ministry in Galilee. A mountain had been chosen, 
alike for privacy and because all who might come would 
be able to see their Master. Over five hundred had gath- 
ered when Jesus appeared in their midst; some of them 
long since dead when S. Paul wrote, but the majority still 
alive. With beautiful frankness, the Evangelist tells us 
that some, who likely had had no other witness, still 
doubted a miracle so stupendous, but they were so few that 
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he could say of the multitude, as a whole, that they wor- 
shipped Jesus as their Lord. 

"Before this numerous assemblage Jesus declared Him- 
self, in the loftiest sense, the Messiah. 'All power,' said 
He, 'is given Me, in heaven and in earth. As I have before 
commissioned My Apostles, so now I commission you all. 
in the fulness of the authority thus given Me, to go into 
the whole world, and announce to all men that I live, and 
am exalted to be the Lord and the Messiah. Go, gather 
disciples to Me from among all nations, and consecrate 
them- by baptism, to faith in the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, by whom God will speak and act through your 
means. What commands I have given you as My disciples, 
give you to them, and urge them to keep them. Nor must 
you think yourselves alone while thus working in My 
Name, for lo, I am, and shall be, with you always, till the 
end of the world.' As at the first, so, now, at the last the 
Word was the only weapon by which His Kingdom was to 
be spread. Resting on persuasion and conviction from 
the beginning, it was left on the same basis now that He 
was about to ascend to Heaven. 

"This last interview had taken place in Jerusalem, but 
He had left it before He closed, leading them out towards 
Bethany. He may have walked through the well-known 
streets, veiled from His enemies, or He may have appointed 
the meeting-place for them, where He had so often, in His 
last days, retired in their company. The place where He 
assembled them is not minutely recorded, but was on the 
Mount of Olives. It was the last time they were to see 
Him. He had prepared them, as far as their dulness made 
possible, for His leaving them, and had fitted them to re- 
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ceive the gift of the Spirit, which, within a few days, would 
illuminate their intellects and hearts. 

"He wished, however, to leave them in such a way that 
they should not think He had simply vanished from them, 
and wait for His present reappearance. He would show 
them, as far as it could be shown, that He returned from 
the earth to His Father; that God took Him to Himself 
as He had taken Elias. They would be able to tell men, 
when they asked where He now was, that they had seen 
Him leave the world, and pass through the skies to the 
eternal kingdoms, in His human body; to sit down at the 
right hand of God. The thought — He lives : He is with 
THE Father! was, henceforth, to be the stay and joy of 
His followers in all ages. 

"We know not with what last parting words He let 
them see He was, now, finally, to leave them. All that is 
told us is, that He gave them His blessing, with uplifted 
hands. Step by step. He had raised their conceptions of 
Him nearer the unspeakable grandeur of His true nature 
and work. At first the Teacher, He had, after a time, by 
gradual disclosures, revealed Himself as the Son of God, 
veiled in the form of man ; and, now, since His crucifixion 
and resurrection. He had taught them to see in Him the 
Messiah, exalted to immortal and divine majesty, as the 
conqueror of death and the Lord of all. 

"The transcendent miracle which closed His earthly 
communion with His chosen ones is most fully narrated 
by S. Luke : 

" ^When He had spoken these things, while they were 
looking at Him, He was taken up into heaven, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight' — that cloud which sym- 
bolized the presence of God. ^And as they were gazing 
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earnestly into the heavens, as He ascended, behold two men 
stood by them, in white apparel, and said to them — "Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing into the heavens? 
This same Jesus who is even now taken from you into 
heaven will come in the same way ye have seen Him go/' ' '' 
— Geikie. 

The Meaning of the Commission. — "A little later (i.e, 
after His proof to S. Thomas) He met the Eleven again 
on one of the hilltops of Galilee, and renewed the commis- 
sion to all. 'Go ye,' He said, 'and disciple all nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the' 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am 
with you every day unto the end of the world.' Once 
again He meets them — in the locality of Bethany, S. Luke 
tells us — declines to tell them when the Kingdom of God 
will come in power and manifested glory, but bids them go 
forth to bear witness to Him throughout the world, and 
is then taken up and received by a cloud out of their sight, 
to appear no more. 

"The lesson of the resurrection is very plain, and hardly 
needs the subsequent history of the early Church to em- 
phasize it. Christ has interpreted it by His repeated com- 
missions : 'Feed My sheep' ; 'Disciple all nations' ; 'Ye shall 
be my witnesses.' We are not to remain at the Cross, 
gazing at it. We are not to remain at the tomb, weeping. 
We are not to go back to Palestine for a Christ, and seek 
the living among the dead. We are not to stand gazing 
into heaven, or looking forward into the future, wondering 
when and how He will come again. We are not to waste 
our time in idle disputations about the nature of His resur- 
rection body — How He could ascend into heaven with 

98 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Life of Jesus Christ the Messiah, 

flesh and blood? or, if the resurrection was of the ^spir-. 
itual body/ what became of the body of flesh and blood? 
We are to take the message of the Easter Day — Christ is 
risen; we are to find in it the evidence that He is indeed 
the Messiah for whom the world has so long been waiting ; 
we are to see in these two events — the crucifixion and the 
resurrection — the evidence of His love and of His power ; 
and then we are to go forth to bear witness in all the 
livorld to both the love and the power, to make disciples 
of all nations, to teach them who Christ is and what 
Christianity means, and to feed them on the words, the 
Hfe, the real and living presence, of the Son of God, the 
Saviour of mankind.'' — Abbott. 

The End, — ^The idea of Jesus is the illumination and 
the inspiration of existence. Without it moral life be- 
comes a barren expediency and social life a hollow shell. 
and emotional life an idle prayer, a stupid drudgery. 
Without it the world is a puzzle and death a horror, and 
eternity a blank. More and more it shines the only hope 
of what without it is all darkness. More and more the 
wild, sad, frightened cries of men who believe nothing, 
and the calm, earnest, patient prayers of men who be- 
Heve so much that they long for perfect faith, seem to 
blend into the great appeal which S. Philip of Bethsaida 
made to Jesus at the Last Supper — 'Lord, show us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us.' And more and more the only 
answer to that appeal seems to come from the same blessed 
lips that answered S. Philip. 'Have I been so long with 
you and yet hast thou not known Me? He that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father.' " — Phillips Brooks. 
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The Sending Forth of the Seventy 

(Insert after Chapter XVIII.) 
Lesson Passage : S. Luke 10 : 1-17. 

The Mission of the Seventy. — "It was now many 
months since the sending out of the Twelve on their first 
missionary journey. It had been necessary to confine them 
to strictly Jewish ground, to avoid offence, and from their 
own defective sympathy with other populations. Both 
difficulties were now, however, in part, removed; the 
openly hostile attitude of the leaders of the nation made 
it unnecessary to consider th^ir prejudices; the Apostles 
had, in some degree, gained broader charity, and, above all, 
the near approach of the end made* it desirable that the 
full grandeur of the New Kingdom, as intended for all 
men alike, should be clearly shown before its founder's 
death, that there might be no possible misconception after- 
wards. Jesus had always yearned to* proclaim the words 
of life to the different races whom He saw around Him. 
A boundless field opened itself for the missionary labors 
of any number of disciples, and He now had round Him a 
larger number than before, whom He could thus send out. 
He determined, therefore, to send out no fewer than 
seventy disciples ; in the Jewish opinion, the number of 
the nations of the world.^ The lesson could not be doubt- 
ful. It was a significant announcement that, for the first 
time in the history of man, a universal religion was being 
proclaimed. 

"Samaria, through which He was passing, had, natur- 
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ally, the first claim on the new enterprise, and that all 
the more from the proof of its need of spiritual light, 
furnished by the inhospitality shown to Him who was 
bringing that light to its borders. 

"The Seventy, separated into pairs, were detailed .to 
carry the message of peace to all the habitations of the 
race they had formerly, as Jews, so hated. They had 
grown up from childhood in the narrowest Pharisaic spirit. 
and were still, in some measure, under its spell. The 
rabbis did not permit any close intercourse of Jews with 
heathen or Samaritans ; they were forbidden to enter their 
houses, or return their greetings, and, still more, to join 
them in a common meal. But the grand maxims of char- 
ity and love which Jesus had so often taught, were now to 
be put in practice. Jewish exclusiveness was to be done 
away forever, by the proclamation of a Saviour of Man- 
kind. His messengers, therefore, while losing no time on 
the way by long and formal salutations, were to bear them- 
selves with loving trust even among hostile populations, 
taking neither purse, nor wallet, and wearing only the san- 
dals of the poor — to show their lowly bearing, and humble 
personal claims. The instructions given formerly to the 
Twelve were, in fact, repeated; instructions then as amaz- 
ing as if Hindoo Brahmins of to-day were sent forth with 
orders to care nothing for caste, and associate freely, and 
even eat, with abhorred Pariahs and Sudras. The Seventy 
were to join, without hesitation or reserve, in the household 
life of the hated Samaritans, and eat with them at their 
tables! No other condition of spiritual brotherhood was 
to be required than that of a believing reception of the sal- 
vation through Jesus." — Geikie. 

"Eejected by the Samaritans, Jesus turned to another 
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village and chose another route to Jerusalem, in all likeli- 
hood the well-known and most frequented one leading 
through Perea, on the east side of the Jordan. In prose- 
cuting this journey, He "appointed other seventy also, and 
sent them two and two before His face into every city and 
place whither He Himself would come." Our Lord had 
gathered around Him in passing from Capernaum to Sa- 
maria almost the entire body of His Galilean disciple- 
ship. . . . Summoning them around Him before He 
sent them forth, Jesus addressed to them instructions al- 
most identical with those addressed to the Twelve at the 
time of their inauguration as His Apostles." — Hanna. 

The Difference between the Mission of the Twelve and 
the Mission of the Seventy, — (Compare S. Luke 10:3-12 
with S. Matt. 10: 5-15.) "With all their similarity, there 
are notable differences between the mission of the Twelve 
and this of "the other Seventy." Let it be noted, that 
the former is recorded by the three Evangelists, so that 
there could have been no confusion on the part of S. Luke. 
But the mission of. the Twelve was . . . evangelistic 
and missionary; and it was in confirmation and manifesta- 
tion of the "power and authority'' given to them. . . . 

"On the other hand, no power or authority was formally 
conferred on the Seventy, their mission being only tem- 
porary, and, indeed, for one definite purpose; its primary 
object was to prepare for the coming of the Master in the 
places to which they were sent; and their selection was 
from the wider circle of the disciples, the number being 
now Seventy instead of Twelve. Even these two numbers 
as well as the difference in the functions of the two classes 
of messengers, seem to indicate that the Twelve symbol- 
ized the princes of the tribes of Israel, while the Seventy 
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were the symbolical representatives of these tribes, like 
the seventy elders appointed to assist Moses." — Edersheim. 

The Return of the Seventy. — "There were many cir- 
cumstances during these days which must have filled His 
[Jesus'] soul with joy. Pre-eminent among these was 
the return of the Seventy. We cannot, of course, suppose 
that they returned in a body, but that from time to time, 
two and two, as our Lord approached the various cities 
and villages whither He had sent them, they came to 
give Him an account of their success. And that success 
was such as to fill their simple hearts with astonishment 
and exultation. "Lord," they exclaimed, "even the devils 
are subject unto us through Thy Name." . . . 

^^Jesus, while entering into their joy, yet checked the 
tone of over-exultation, and rather turned it into a nobler 
and holier channel. He bade them feel sure that good 
was eternally mightier than evil ; and that the victory over 
Satan — his fall like lightning from heaven — had been 
achieved and should continue forever. And yet there was 
a subject of joy more deep and real and true — ^less dan- 
gerous because less seemingly personal and conspicuous 
than this — on which He rather fixed their thoughts: it 
was that their names had been written, and stood unoblit- 
erated in the Book of Life in Heaven. 

"And besides the gladness inspired into the heart of 
Jesus by the happy faith and unbounded hope of His dis- 
ciples. He also rejoiced in spirit that, though rejected and 
despised by Scribes and Pharisees, He was loved and wor- 
shipped by Publicans and Sinners." — Farrar. 
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Jesus Heals the Man Born Blind 

(Insert after Chapter F.) 
Lesson Passage : S. John 9 : 1-41. 

The events of this lesson took place while Jesus -was 
attending a feast at Jerusalem. 

Suggestions to Teachers. — The teacher should read 
the whole passage from Chapter 7 : 34 to the end of Chapter 
8. This is one discourse in the very midst of which came 
the incident of the woman taken in adultery, and when it 
was ended, the Jews were so enraged that they took up 
stones to hurl at Him. As He was passing from the Tem- 
ple, probably before He had gone far, came this miracle. 
{Trench on the Miracles.) The whole picture is very vivid. 
This man's history was, no doubt, familiar to the dis- 
ciples. They supposed that such an affliction was punish- 
ment for some sin. 

Note: — The facts of sin and suffering are interwoven 
closely in the life of the world. Yet there are many who 
suffer, and are themselves innocent of any intentional 
wrong. Suffering comes from many causes: from sin, 
ignorance, mistakes, accidents, from unwise efforts, from 
overtaxing ourselves in the service of others — ^but it is 
impossible to say that to each suffering we must or can 
attach any specific sin. The life of the world is an im- 
perfect life, and with such life comes sorrow and pain. 

The disciples were trying to get at some such special 
sin, and Jesus said to them, "This blindness is not be- 
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cause of any specific sin, either his own or his parents/^ It 
is part of the great need and suffering and ignorance and 
evil of the world, which you cannot explain any such way. 
Rather, every sin and every pain of the world, sad though 
it be, is a way by which God can show forth His work 
of mercy and love. 

Here, for example, is some child who is crippled or 
blind. You do not stop to ask if it is because of some 
awful sin, but bring to the little sufferer all the love and 
tenderness and healing you can, and so God's love and 
glory grows all the greater in your love and service, and 
that poor child may in his own patient and uncomplaining 
life show forth such faith and hope, that all who know him 
may be made better by his example. — H. 

The Story, — "All this while the blind man was silent, 
but must have been busy in thought. Perhaps he, too, 
had supposed that his affliction was because of great sin, 
and was made happy in hearing the Master say it was not 
so. How grateful he must haye felt for the kind words: 
how full of wonder who the stranger was that knew his 
history and that of his parents; how hopeful that Christ's 
mercy and power would now be shown in the gift of sight 
to him. 

"At last there was silence. Those were anxious mo- 
ments of waiting as the poor man wondered what the 
Master was doing. Jesus "spat on the ground and made 
clay of the spittle, and He anointed the eyes of the blind 
man with the clay; and said unto him. Go wash in the 
pool of Siloam.'^ Not doubting the power of Him who 
had spoken so kindly and wisely, the man quickly obeyed 
the strange command, groping his way with his staff 
through the city gate, and down the Kedron Valley, fol- 
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lowed by a curious or jeering crowd to the Pool of Siloam. 
When the priest had drawn water in the golden pitcher, 
he dipped with his hand, and washed the clay from his 
eyes. And lo ! he looked upon the world in which he lived, 
but had never seen, and returned with yet greater joy to 
the Temple. We may think of him as gratefully seeking 
his great healer, whom he did not find; and then going to 
his astonished home." — Weed. 

Full of childish delight at the possession of the new 
amazing sense, the man must have attracted attention, 
even where the change wrought in his appearance pre- 
vented his being recognized. He was well-known in the 
city as a beggar, blind from his birth. Presently, some 
asked, doubting their senses, "if this were not he who sat 
every day begging ?" "It is he," said one. "It is someone 
like him," saith others. "I am he," said the man. "How 
did you get your sight, then?" asked a number, at once. 
The man told them. "Where is this Jesus?" they asked 
again but he could not tell. 

The Healed Man Examined by his Neighbors. — "His 
friends and neighbors are the first to take note of the cure 
which has been wrought — well-disposed persons, as would 
appear, but altogether under the influence of the Pharisees. 
They wonder, debate whether it be indeed he whom they 
had known so long; for the opening of the eyes, those 
windows of the soul, has no doubt altered the whole char- 
acter of the countenance. 'Some said, this is he; others 
said, he is like him'; and so the debate proceeded, until 
the man himself cut it short, and 'said, I am he/ They 
would fain learn how he had recovered his sight; and 
having heard from his lips of the wonder-worker who had 
wrought the cure, and by what means He had wrought it, 
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they desired to see Him, and demand where He will be 
found. The man is unable to tell them." — Trench. 

The Man Examined by the Pharisees, — "It was so very 
singular a thing this that had been done — made more so 
by its having been done upon a Sabbath day — ^that some 
of those to whom the tale was told would not be satisfied 
till the man went with them to the Pharisees, sitting in 
council in a side-chamber of the Temple. They put the 
same question to him the others had done, as to how he 
had received his sight, and got the same reply. Even had 
Jesus cured him by a word, they would have regarded it 
as a breach of the Sabbath, but when they hear of His 
making clay and putting it on his eyes, and then sending 
him to lave it off in the waters of Siloam — all servile work 
forbidden, as they taught — they seize at once upon this 
circumstance, and say, 'This man is not of God, because 
He keepeth not the Sabbath Day.' 

"The question now was not about the cure, which 
seemed, in truth, admitted, but about the character of the 
curer. Such instant and peremptory condemnation of Him 
as a Sabbath-breaker roused a spirit of opposition even in 
their own court. Joseph was there, or Nicodemus, or some 
one of a like sentiment, who ventured, in opposition to the 
prevailing feeling, to put the question, 'How can a man 
that is a sinner do such miracles?' But they are over- 
born^. The man himself, at least, who is there before 
them, will not dare defend a deed which he sees a ma- 
jority of them condemn. They turn to him, and say, 
'What sayest thou of Him, that He hath opened thine 
eyes?' They are mistaken. Without delay or misgiving, 
he says at once, 'He is a prophet.' " — Hanxa. 

"The hostile party in the Council were in a strait, and 
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would fain deny the fact of the miracle altogether. They 
would, at least, require more evidence than the man's own 
word. Sending the officers for his parents, therefore, they 
had them brought before them, and asked them: 

" *l8 this your son, who, as you say, was born blind ? 
How comes he to see, if that were so ?' But the question 
brought no relief, for the parents shrewdly refused to com- 
mit themselves beyond the bare acknowledgement that he 
was their son, and that he had been born blind. ^He is 
of age — ask himself,' added they. Nor was their caution 
unjustified, for they had heard that if anyone acknowl- 
edged Jesus as the Messiah, he would be ^put out of the 
synagogue^; a punishment involving the direst conse- 
quences socially and religiously. It was, in fact, the lesser 
excommunication; which lasted thirty days, but might be 
lengthened for continued impenitence, or curtailed by con- 
trition. It shut a person utterly from the synagogue, for 
even if he entered it, he was reckoned as not present; no 
mourning for the dead, and no rite of circumcision, could 
take place in his house; and no one but his wife or child 
could come within four cubits of him." — Geikie. 

The Healed Man's Courageous Confession of Christ. — 
"The man was made of sturdier stuff than his parents. He 
was not to be overawed by their authority, or knocked down 
by their assertions. . . . ^We know/ the Pharisees had 
said, 'that this man is a sinner.^ Whether He is a sin- 
ner,' the man replied, *"/ do not know; one thing I do 
know, that, being blind, now I see.' Then they began 
again their weary and futile cross-examination. What 
did He do to thee ? hoiv did He open thine eyes ?' But the 
man had had enough of this. 'I told you once, and ye 
did not attend. Why do ye wish to hear again? Is it 
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possible that ye too wish to be His disciples?' Bold irony 
this — to ask these stately, ruffled, scrupulous Sanhedrists. 
whether he was really to regard them as anxious and sin- 
cere inquirers about the claims of the Nazarene Prophet! 
Clearly here was a man whose presumptuous honesty would 
neither be bullied into suppression nor corrupted into a lie. 
. . . Unable to control any longer their transport of in- 
dignation, they flung him out of the hall, and out of the 
synagogue." — Farrar. 

Jesus' Self-Revelation to the Healed Man, — "Jesus 
hears of the wisdom and the fearlessness that he had dis- 
played in the defence of the character and doings of his 
healer, and of the heavy doom that had in consequence been 
visited upon him, and throws Himself across his path. 
Meeting him by the way, He says to him, ^Dost thou believe 
on the Son of God?' Up to this moment he had never 
seen the man who anointed his eyes with the clay and bid- 
den him to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam. He might 
not by look alone have recognized Him, but the voice he 
could never forget. A.^ soon as that voice is heard, he 
knows who the speaker is. 

"Much he might have liked to tell, and much to ask; 
but all other questions are lost in the one that with such 
emphasis, the Saviour puts — ^Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God?' He had heard of men of God, prophets of 
God, the Christ of God ; but the Son of God — one claiming 
the same kind of paternity in God that every true son 
claims in his father — such a one he had never heard of. 
^Who is He, Lord?' he asks, 'that I might believe on 
Him.' And Jesus said unto him, 'Thou hast both seen 
Him and it is He that talketh with thee.' Never but once 
before that we remember — never but to the woman of 
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Samaria — was so clear, so direct, so personal a revelation 
of Himself made by Jesus Christ/' — Hanna. 

Remarks on Bible Passage, — S. John 9 : 41. 

Verse 3. — "Neither did this man sin nor his parents" : 
Not to be taken literally; answering the question, Jesus 
says, that the blindness is not due either to the sins of the 
parents or of the man. 

Verse 7. — ^"The Pool of Siloam" : still existing, outside 
the city walls at the southeast corner of the city. 

Verses 24, 25. — The Pharisees reason that Jesus must 
be a sinner because He does not observe the laws of the 
Sabbath. The kindness of the action weighs nothing with 
them. 

Verse 34. — "And they cast him out": excluded him 
from the church; see S. Matt. 18 : 17 for what it somewhat 
involved. 



( 
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Blind Bartimaeus 

(Insert after Chapter XXII.) 
Lesson Passage : S. Luke 18 : 35-43. 

This miracle was performed as Jesus entered Jericho, 
on His last journey to Jerusalem. 

Suggestions for Teachers. — The following Notes give 
us the incident and the place where it happened. Several 
things stand out in the story : 

(1) The blind man had heard of Jesus, no doubt, for 
the fame of His miracles had spread into all the 
land. 

(2) He was not healed till he had himself told Jesus 
what he wanted. The Lord was not content with 
providing sight. He wanted the man himself to 
tell his tale of misery, and so get into individual 
touch with him. 

(3) Note here, that in such stories as these, we only 
get the merest outline or hint. It is not as if 
Jesus went along the road and threw out gifts of 
healing as we might give money when asked, with- 
out ever getting into real fellowship with the one 
we help. Rather, it is probable that Jesus stopped 
and spoke with Bartimaeus. 

(4) This seems to be likely for another reason. Bar- 
timaeus does not say, Rahhi, Master, but Rabboni, 
My Master ! The incident is therefore full of per- 
sonal feeling. 
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(5) Then further, there is a tradition that having 
become a devoted follower of Christ, he braved the 
obloquy of his countrymen, and stood faithful to 
his accused Master when all His disciples forsook 
Him and fled. Also, the Apocryphal Gospel of 
Nicodemus tells how when the authorities put 
forward false witnesses against Christ, Bartimaeus 
gave evidence in favor of the Accused. — H. 
The last Journey of Jesus toward Jerusalem, — "Once 
more, and now for the last time, were the fords of Jordan 
passed, and Christ was on the soil of Judaea proper. 
Behind Him were Perea and Galilee; behind Him the 
ministry of the Gospel by Word and Deed; before Him 
the final Act of His Life, towards which all had consciously 
tended. Rejected as the Messiah of His people, not only 
in His Person as regarded the Kingdom of God, which, 
in fulfilment of prophecy and of the merciful counsel of 
God, He had come to establish. He was of set purpose 
going up to Jerusalem, there to accomplish His Decease, 
/to give His Life a Ransom for many.' And He was 
coming, not, as at the Feast of Tabernacles, privately, but 
openly, at the head of His Apostles, and followed by many 
disciples — a festive band going up to the Paschal Feast, 
of which Himself was to be *the Lamb' of sacrifice." — 
Edersheim. 

Jericho: Its Location and Surroundings. — "The fir^t 
station reached was Jericho, the 'City of Palms,' a dis- 
tance of only about six hours from Jerusalem. The 
ancient city occupied not the site of the present wretched 
hamlet, but lay about half an hour to the northwest of it, 
by the so-called Elisha-Spring. A second spring rose an 
hour further to the north-northwest. The water of these 
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springs, distributed by aqueducts, gave, under a tropical 
sky, unsurpassed fertility to the rich soil along the ^lain' 
of Jericho, which is about twelve or fourteen miles wide. 

"Josephus describes it as the richest part of the country, 
and calls it a little Paradise. Antony had bestowed the 
revenues of its balsam plantations as an Imperial gift upon 
Cleopatra, who in turn sold them to Herod. Here grew 
palm trees of various kinds, sycamores, the cypress-flower, 
the myro-balsamum, which yielded precious oil, but espec- 
ially the balsam plant. If to these advantages of climate, 
soil, and productions we add, that it was, so to speak, the 
key of Judea towards the east, that it lay on the caravan 
road from Damascus and Arabia, that it was a great com- 
mercial and military centre, and, lastly its nearness to 
Jerusalem, to which it formed the last ^station' on the 
road of the festive pilgrims form Galilee and Perea — it 
will not be difficult to understand either its importance or 
its prosperity." — Edersheim. 

The Passover Pilgrims. — "A great multitude accom- 
panied Jesus as He drew near Jericho — pilgrims on foot, 
or on asses, or camels; who had come from all the side 
passes, and cross roads, of Perea and Galilee. They met 
at this central point to go up to the Passover at Jerusalem : 
not a few with an eye to the trade driven so briskly in the 
Holy City at this season with foreign pilgrims, as well as 
for devotion. 

^^Near the gate of the town, one of the last miracles of 
our Lord was performed. All the roads leading to Jeru- 
salem, like the Temple itself, were much frequented at 
the times of the feasts, by beggars, whp reaped a special 
harvest from the charity of the pilgrims. 

"Blindness is especially frequent in the East. While 
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in northern Europe there is onl}^ one blind in a thousand, 
in Egypt there is one in every hundred; indeed, very few 
persons have their eyes quite healthy. The great change 
of temperature at different times of the day, especially 
between day and night, causes inflamation of the eyes. 
. . . while neglect and stupid prejudice, refusing or 
slighting remedies in the earlier stages, lead to blindness 
in many cases that otherwise might have been easily cured." 
— Geikie. 

Bartimaeus (1). — "As Jesus entered into the city, a 
multitude gathered around Him, and all eyes were fixed 
upon Him. Everywhere He was greeted either with hatred 
or acclamation; it was impossible indifferently to pass Him 
by. No doubt His disciples exulted in this triumphal 
train, and were in expectation of some great miracle. A 
blind beggar, named Bartimaeus — well-known to the in- 
habitants of Jericho, who had listened for years to his 
plaintive monotone — sat, as was the wont of such sufferers, 
by the gate of the city. What he had already heard of 
Jesus had led him to recognize Him as Messiah; his heart 
was drawn out to the Deliverer, who, in his melancholy 
condition was his only hope. Doubtless he had heard of 
that blind man whom Jesus had healed at Jerusalem, and 
of the many others in Galilee to whom He had restored 
sight. Thus, when it was told him that Jesus passed by, 
he breathed out all his ardent desire, all his simple faith, 
in the one importunate cry, *Thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me!' The disciples tried to silence him; this 
tattered suppliant was an annoyance to them. They for- 
got that the voice of suffering was that which awoke the 
readiest echo in the heart of the Master : no plaint escaped 
Him; nothing could constitute in His eye a more impor- 
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tant or honorable claim than the cry of the beggar lifted 
to Him. . . . The healed Bartimaeus enters with Jesus 
into the city, amid the acclamations of the people, who 
to-day bless God, and in a few days more will curse Him 
whom God hath sent." — Pressense. 

(2) "As Jesus approaches Jerusalem on His last jour- 
ney thither, He falls in with the crowds who are throng- 
ing to the Holy City for the Passover celebration. The 
Galileans, in order to avoid passing through heretical and 
inhospitable Samaria, often crossed the Kiver Jordan a 
little below the Sea of Galilee, passed down the eastern 
bank, and, re-crossing the Jordan not far from Jericho, 
approached Jerusalem from the east. Into this pilgrim 
throng, Christ and His disciples, coming to Jerusalem 
from Perea, naturally entered. The murmurs of the mul- 
titude, sometimes growing into shouts and hosannas, were 
not sufficient to deafen the ears of Christ to the cry of 
need. Despite the protests of the throng, who thought it 
an impertinence that the King coming to His coronation 
should be disturbed by a blind beggar. He stopped, called 
Bartimaeus to Him, and gave him his sight. By one of 
those common inconsistencies in such a crowd, the very 
people who had first rebuked the beggar and told him to 
still his cry, when Christ halted and called for Bartimaeus, 
turned to him jubilant, saying, * Cheer up, rise. He calls 
thee.' One who believes that Jesus Christ is, in little 
things as in great, the manifestation of God, will see in 
this incident an illustration of the truth that the hosannas 
of praise are never so loud as to prevent the Father from 
hearing the cry of His suffering children for pity." — Ab- 
bott. 

The Practical Lesson from this Miracle. — "The pertina- 
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cious vitality of faith had proved itself in this instance, 
and it met, according to Christ's method, with an instant 
and abundant reward. It was proved not only by the blind 
man's firm conviction of Jesus' Messiahship, but by his 
irrepressible expression of it, by his conquest of all the 
obstacles put in his way, by his joyous alacrity when Jesus 
called him, by his prompt application of Christ's offered 
grace to his most particular need. And now, as all the 
Evangelists add, the proof was crowned by the first use he 
made of the new gift of sight. He left his alms, forgot 
his garment, and ^followed Jesus in the way.' From this 
conduct the Lord received honor both direct and indirect, 
for all the people when they saw it, swelled His praises. 

"These two forms of service to Christ react upon each 
other. If all who know about Him were to profess Him. 
there would be much increase of spiritual light in the 
Church. If all who profess Christ were to experience 
what they profess, there would be much increase of spir- 
itual heat. If all who have experienced Christ were to live 
up to their experience of His mercy, the Church would be 
like a mass of molten metal in the midst of a cold world — 
the world, indeed, would be set on fire, and the whole earth 
would be filled with His glory." — Laidlaw. 
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The Messiah Honors Zaccheus 

(Insert after Chapter H.) 
Lesson Passage : S. Luke 19 : 1-10. 

The event of this lesson took place as Jesus was near- 
ing Jerusalem for the last time. 

Suggestions to Teachers. — Let us take this lesson pas- 
sage in the order of its verses. 

Verse 1. — The incident probably occurred as Jesus was 
pursuing His last journey to Jerusalem. He had come 
from Perea across the Jordan and was now entering 
Jericho, the City of Palms, about six hours' walk from 
Jerusalem. It was a beautiful city. Here King Zedekiah 
had been seized by the Chaldeans (II Kings 25: 25), and 
King Herod died here. It was on the caravan route from 
Jerusalem to Damascus, and was the last station in the 
journey of Passover pilgrims coming to the Holy City. 

Everyone had heard of Jesus. In Perea He had per- 
formed many miracles ; a great curiosity filled the populace 
to see Him. Bethany was not far away, and the raising 
of Lazarus was no doubt well known. Besides this, the 
Sanhedrim had condemned Him and were even now plot- 
ting against His life. Passover pilgrims were usually wel- 
comed and sped on their journey with songs and blessings, 
but this little company with Jesus at its head, received the 
ovation of crowded streets. Zaccheus was short, and so he 
climbed the sycamore, looking down as Jesus passed, and 
Jesus looked up. 
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(1) Why did Zaccheus want to see Jesus? Parth' 
from curiosity, and also because there was at his 
heart a sense of better things which he had lost, 
and for which Jesus stood. 

,(2) Then the feeling with which he, a Jew, who had 
become an outcast from his own people by turning 
publican, would long to see a mighty Teacher ^ho 
stood for broad human sympathy, and who had 
shown that He was not above treating men as men. 

(3) Bad men feel an intense and almost painful rev- 
erence, sometimes, for those who are truly good, 
true, noble, unworldly (S. Luke 7:36-50). 

Verses 5-7. — Our Lord's life was full of those sharp 
contrasts between what was conventional, and what was 
true and real. It made no difference to Him (how could 
it?) what men commonly thought proper. He saw the in- 
ner reality; men saw the outer appearance. Read Robert- 
son's Sermon on The Kingdom of the Truth, where he tells 
us (1) to be true, (2) to have integrity in every fibre of 
our character, (3) to do the real thing, not only feel but do. 

These Pharisees judged the great Teacher as if He were 
to regard distinctions of class, race, occupations. He did 
not come to men because they were in a proper set. He 
put no value on the external, if the inner life were not true. 

So as He looked up and saw Zaccheus, He read this 
man's heart, and knew that Zaccheus had in him a man's 
heart, and would understand Him. At the very first 
glance and word, Zaccheus began to feel his heart break 
into love and trust. The crowd said, "Aha! what a low- 
toned man this Prophet must really be, to go and visit 
with this disreputable tax-gatherer, this man that every 
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good Jew know8 makes money out of false taxing, bribes, 
oppression !*' 

Let the teacher note here the secret of Christ's power : 

(1) True sympathy (Heb. 2: 16-18) for men as men. 
No teacher can do his work for a child unless he 
has the love for childhood, quick, living sympathy. 
If we lack this, we get tired and discouraged, and 
give up. 

(2) Christ made men feel that He wanted them. He 
always took the first step, made the first advance. 
This is the law of the Heavens. (C/. S. John 
3 : 16.) It is also the law of the Teacher. 

Verse 8. — There are two ways in which this verse may 
be taken. 

(1) It may refer to the practice of Zaccheus in the 
past. Publicans found everything in favor of a 
dishonest, overreaching life. There are some call- 
ings which favor dishonesty. A lawyer's profes- 
sion often makes it easy to wrongly estimate men's 
actions, to defend a client whom he knows is on 
the wrong side, to judge according to precedent 
instead of according to equity. A broker often 
deals in stocks according to the customary methods 
of the street, and these methods are sharp and un- 
scrupulous. But he justifies himself by saying 
that he is but using the common, every-day 
method. For example, boys go into business, and 
the first thing they hear is some such expression 
as, "Business is business, not sentiment" ; or, "Let 
every man look out for himself"; or, "Make 
money, and if the other man loses, it is his out- 
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look, not yours." Competition, rivalry, sweat- 
shops, child-labor in factories, poor material in- 
stead of good where it cannot be seen, wiping a 
joint carelessly when the plumber is paid for first- 
class work, all this, and a thousand other cases in 
which men do false work. These things are seen 
every day, and often men excuse it by saying every- 
body does the same. It is difficult under such 
circumstances to be absolutely true. Zaceheus may 
have meant, therefore, to say: "I am a Publican, 
and it is a business full of temptation, and I do 
sometimes fail, I admit ; but I try to correct it. 
I pay back fourfold what is wrongly taken; and 
give half I make to the poor." In other words, 
Zaceheus was at least honest, and Jesua knew jt. 
He loved this man who was trying to live an honest 
and decent life in spite of difficulties, and went 
home with him, even though he was a social out- 
cast. 
(2) Again: Zaceheus may mean that he has hitherto 
lived as other men, and carried on his business 
after the customary fashion, but now in the light 
of Christ^s appeal to his better nature, he finds 
his soul wakened to a new and living hope, and 
will make the future atone for the errors of the 
past (Exodus 22:1). 
This second interpretation is the common one. But 
either holds a very practical lesson for us all, boys or girls, 
clerks or servants, ministers or lawyers— everybody. 

Verses 9-10. — Jesus thus lifted Zaceheus into a new 
life. Down deep below Zaceheus the Publican was Zaceheus 
the Son of Abraham. Jesus recognized the inner faith of 
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the man. He had been lost, and Christ found him. He 
found him because He loved him and trusted him, and got 
an entrance into the man's life. 

Eemember there are two things always necessary: 
First, the teacher's interest in the child, that gives en- 
thusiasm, patience, hope, faith. Second^ the child's will- 
ingness to do his part. 

But remember, also, that the teacher is the one re- 
sponsible for the greatest patience, interest, earnestness, 
for he is to win and help the child some way. That is his 
definite task. He must not give up trying. — H. 

Tor Notes on Jericho, see Notes for Chapter K. 

Publicans, or Tax-gatherers, — The collection of taxes 
in the Roman provinces was in most cases placed in the 
hands of men who paid a specific sum into the public 
treasury, and then collected what they could. In Palestine, 
however, it would seem that the taxes were paid direct to 
the Roman government, through its own officials. At the 
entrance to every town sat a tax collector, who assessed all 
goods that went in or out; and levied a proportionate 
charge. This opened the way to many extortions, and 
made the tax-gatherers, as a class, exceedingly detested. 
Furthermore, the payment of taxes to a foreign conqueror 
was something more to the Jews than a mere sign of sub- 
jection to a heathen power ; it was a religious offense. To 
own any other master was treason to the invisible King. 
Therefore these publicans who assisted Rome were faithless 
to the only rightful Lord, and thus cut themselves off from 
all social esteem. So the tax-gatherers were driven out of 
respectable society. A promise made to them was no more 
binding than one made to a thief or a murderer. Their 
offerings were not accepted at the synagogue. Their evi- 
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dence was worthless in court; and intercourse with them 
was tacitly forbidden. They were commonly ranked with 
the "sinners" ; their place was outside the true fold, among 
the heathen. 

Remarks on Bible Passage. — S. Luke 19 : 1-10. 

Verse 2. — "Zaccheus, a chief publican" ; one who. had 
bought the right to collect the customs in the district 
about Jericho. Strictly speaking, he was not an official, 
but a contractor. He doubtless sold out to others the right 
to collect the customs at certain points or on certain 
articles. 

Verse 4. — "Sycamore tree": fig-mulberry, a tree with 
short trunk and wide-spreading branches, often seen grow- 
ing by the roadsides of Palestine. 

Verse 5. — "I must abide in thy house" : No rabbi would 
have thought of doing such a thing. It was the helpful, 
brotherly feeling which won Zaccheus. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



' Mary Anoints the Messiah 

(Insert after Chapter I.) 
Lesson Passage: S. John 11:55; 12:1-11. 

The event of this lesson took place the Saturday before 
Palm Sunday. 

Suggestions to Teachers, — This story is one of the 
most glorious and beautiful stories of the world. The 
teacher can, after reading over the following notes, tell it 
again in simple, vivid language. Its details are so ex- 
quisite, so tender, so human, that the children could them- 
selves tell the story easily. 

e.g. Let the teacher appoint one or more scholars to 
write it in their own language. On page 15 of the Schol- 
ars' Manual is the list of pictures. Select one or more of 
these, and let the picture help the text. 

The traits of character stand out very clearly: love, 
gratitude, generosity, unselfishness, sympathy, care for 
household duties in Martha, absorption in loving care on 
the part of Mary, Lazarus with his own wonderful experi- 
ences, the crowding friends, the disciples looking on, and 
Jesus weary with His great Mission, with such a sense of 
utter rest in this home of peace as if shut in away from the 
scorn and hatred of the world. Let the teacher feel all 
this.— H. 

Return to Bethany. — "Having finished His brief stay in 
Jericho, Jesus set out, once more, on His journey of calm, 
jpelf-sacrificing love, to Jerusalem, going on before the 
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multitude in His grand consciousness of victory beyond 
thought. Many liad already gone up to the Holy City, 
for not a few needed to be there sometime before the feast. 
to prepare themselves to take part in it, by purifications 
necessary for various causes. Lepers, for example, who 
were cured, but had not been pronounced clean by the 
priests, and many others, were in this position. Great 
numbers, moreover, doubtless went up early for purposes 
of trade with the first arrivals of pilgrims from abroad; 

"Meanwhile, all classes alike, in Jerusalem, discussed 
the probability of Christ's coming to the feast. The ex- 
citement among the people was evident, and increased the 
alarm of the hierarchical party, for how could they with- 
stand Him, if He once gained general popular support? 
The advice of Caiaphas had, therefore, been accepted a& 
the policy of the party at large, and orders had been issued 
that He should be arrested at once, when found. It was 
even required that anyone who knew where He was, should 
report it, with a view to His apprehension. 

"In the midst of this commotion, Jesus quietly entered 
Bethany, on the sixth day before the Passover. It was, 
however, impossible for Him to remain concealed. The 
news passed from mouth to mouth, and the street of the 
village soon became thronged with visitors, who came not 
only to see Him, but to see Lazarus also, whom they heard 
He had raised from the dead. The High Priests began 
to question whether they could not manage to put Him. 
also to death. The sight of Him was winning many dis- 
ciples to Jesus. They would try." — Geikte. 

Jesus' Friends were among the Rich as well as Poor. — 
"Jesus rebuked the Jewish error as to riches and poverty, 
showed Himself the friend of the poor, and found among 
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them the great majority of His followers. Yet the family 
at Bethany, whom He especially loved, were manifestly 
rich. One of the sisters had a box of perfumery, which 
was declared by a man interested in money-values, named 
Judas Iscariot, to be worth more than three hundred 
denaries. Now a denarii was the common price of a day's 
labor, and, allowing for Sabbath and feast days, this box 
of perfumery was worth more than a whole year's work of 
a laboring man. Mary of Bethany could not have possessed 
it, or if possessing by gift or inheritance, could not have 
rightly used it in an unpractical way, had they not been a 
wealthy family — ^which also accounts for the fact that 
"many of the Jews" went out from Jerusalem to the sub- 
urban village to comfort the sisters when their brother 
died." — ^Broadus. 

Judas Criticising Mary's Act, — "Half hidden behind the 
Saviour's reclining form, she might have remained unno- 
ticed, but the fragrant odor rose and filled the house, and 
drew attention to her deed. Cold and searching and jeal- 
ous eyes are upon her, chiefly those of one who never had 
any cordial love for Jesus, who never had truly sympa- 
thized with the homage rendered Him, and who held the 
bag. Love so ardent, consecration so entire, sacrifice so 
costly as that of Mary, he could not appreciate. He dis- 
liked it, condemned it; it threw such a reproach by con- 
trast upon his own feelings and conduct to Christ. 

"And now he turns to his fellow-disciples, and whispers 
in their ears the invidious question, "Why was not this 
ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the 
poor ?" Three hundred pence ! equal to the hire of a la- 
borer for a whole year — a sum capable of relieving many 
a child of poverty, of bringing relief to many a house of 
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want. And by his craft, which has a show in it of a wise 
and thoughtful benevolence, he draws more than one of 
his fellow-apostles along with him, so that not loud but 
deep the murmuring runs round the table, and they say to 
one another, "To what purpose is this waste? this oint- 
ment might have been sold for much, and given to the 
poor." 

"Mary hears the murmuring, sees the eyes of one and 
another turned askance and condemningly upon her, 
shrinks under the detracting criticism of the Lord's own 
Apostles. 

"But Jesus is there to throw the mantle of His protec- 
tion over her, to explain and vindicate her deed. "Let her 
alone," He said, "why trouble ye the woman? she hath 
wrought a good work upon Me." He might have singled 
out the first adverse criticiser of Mary's act, the suggester 
and propagator of the censorious judgment that was mak- 
ing its round of the table. Then and there He might have 
exposed the hollowness, the hyprocrisy of the pretence 
about his caring for the poor, upon which the condemna- 
tion of Mary was based. And doing so. He might have 
made the others blush that they had given such ready ear 
to a speech that such a mean and malignant spirit had 
first broached. He did not do this, at least He said nothing 
that had any peculiar and exclusive reference to Judas." — 
Hanxa. 

Judas was a lover of money and material power. If he 
was a Jewish patriot who followed Jesus because he be- 
lieved Jesus was going to be a great political revolutionist, 
still he was of a selfish type. If, on the other hand, he was 
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a thief, pure and simple, then he was only the more ignoble 
and base. 

Three hundred denaries was equal to about $50 in our 
money. It was a large sum in those days. But a co3tly 
gift is sometimes the only way we can express our grateful 
love. Jesus had handed back her brother to life, and this 
box of spikenard was a very small symbol of what that 
meant. — ^H. 

Mary's Purpose in Anointing Jesus, — "We can here offer 
only conjectures. But it is, at least, not unreasonable to 
suppose — remembering the fondness of Jewish women for 
such perfumes — ^that Mary may have had that "alabaster" 
of very costly ointment from olden days, before she had 
learned to serve Christ. Then, when she came to know 
Him, and must have learned how constantly that De- 
cease, of which He ever spoke, was before His mind, she 
may have put it aside, "kept it," "against the day of His 
burying." 

"And now the decisive hour had come. Jesus may have 
told her, as He told the disciples, what was before Him 
in Jerusalem at the Feast, and she would be far more 
quick to understand, even as she must have known far 
better than they, how great was the danger from the San- 
hedrim. And it is this believing apprehension of the mys- 
tery of His Death on her part, and this preparation of 
deepest love for it — this mixture of sorrow, faith, and devo- 
tion — which mstde her deed so precious, that, wherever in 
the future the Gospel would be preached, this also that she 
had done would be recorded for a memorial of her. And 
the more we think of it, the better can we understand how. 
at the last feast of fellowship, when all the other guests 
realized not — no, not even His disciples — how near the 
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end was, she would "come aforehand to anoint His Body 
for the buryipg/' 

"Her faith made it a twofold anointing: that of the 
best Guest at the last feast, and that of preparation for 
that Burial which, of all others, she apprehended as so 
terribly near. And deepest humility now offered, what 
most earnest love had provided, and intense faith, in view 
of what was coming, applied. And so she poured the 
precious ointment over His Head, over His Feet — then, 
stooping over them, wiped them with her hair, as if, not 
only in evidence of service and love, but in fellowship of 
His Death. "And the house was filled" — and to all time 
His House, the Church, is filled — "with the odor of the 
ointment." — Edershetm. 

"It was a commemoration feast in honor of the raising 
of Lazarus. Lazarus sat at the head of the table, but his 
sisters were not with him. Martha, with her characteristic 
thought for others, served ; Mary, full of her own thoughts, 
and already meditating in. her heart a beautiful purpose, 
stood aside, and watched the feasters. Outside the open 
door the bright spring evening drew toward dusk, and the 
stars were slowly lit; within the stars of hope and love 
shone, and a solemn joyousness was felt. Every glance and 
act of Lazarus struck a note of wonder. Behold he ate, he 
drank, he talked, whose lips had breathed the last sigh, 
whose eyes had looked into the face of death ! Who shall 
describe what these guests thought of him who was their 
host ? With what a shudder they regarded him, with what 
an awful deference they spake to him, who had known 
what no mortal man had ever known before ! On the 
imaginative mind of Mary, all these thoughts drew a 
frieze of fire-pictures confused and terrible, like the pict- 
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ures in a dream ; the realities of death and of the tomb, 
mingled with what seemed almost the unreality of this 
human festival. And then it was that the beautiful pur- 
pose took fashion in her heart. She bethought her of the 
precious spikenard bought for the anointing of her brother, 
and she can think of nothing better than to break it on the 
feet of Jesus wearied with the toilsome pilgrimage from 
Jericho. The gift, not thought too precious for the dead. 
is surely not too costly for the living. . . . And so, with 
swift step she passes to that chamber where she had wept 
her ineffectual tears over the brother who was dead; she 
takes the costly ointment from its place; she comes back 
and breaks the costly vase over those sacred feet that had 
bruised the head of Death, she anoints them with reverent 
hands and wipes them with the hairs of her head. . . . 
It was an act so beautiful that Christ foresaw it would 
belong to the sacred stories of the world." — Dawson. 

Remarks on the Bible Passage, — S. John 11:55; 
12:1-11. 

Verse 1. — "Six days": As Passover fell on Thursday, 
Jesus must have arrived in Bethany on Friday, and the 
feast probably was held on Saturday, perhaps in the even- 
ing. This agrees with the statement that the next day 
Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph. 
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OUTLINE MAP OF PALESTINE. 
(To be used in Filling in the Cities and Journeys.) 
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N. B. — Viewed more especially with reference to place, the fol- 
lowing division of the Life of our Lord is common : 

Prior to A.D. 

26. " 



L^Sumn^r^*} ^^® *^^^*y ^^^^^ ^^ Private Life. 



A.D. 26. 
mer- 
27 



.^^f)"™"l The opening events of Christ's Ministry. 
April'. ) ^^^ 

AprU—Dec. } ^^® ^^^^^ Judean Ministry. - 

^A?I)^29.^'cr} ^^® Galilean Ministry .... 



A.D.27. Dec.— ) 

A.D. 28. Early V First Period of Same - 
summer. ) 

A.D. 28. Early | 
summer — A.D. >• Second Period of Same 



ut 9 months 
About 8 months 
About 2 years 

At>out 6 months 



29. Spring. ) 
^•^•£?be^c!''*°^}Thi^<^I'^^i°^«'Same- - - 



About 10 months 
About 7 months 

AlElia SSrch} The^Perean Ministry About 4 months 

April' 2— 9. } '^^® Closing Week at Jerusalem. 

^'^May l£^"} '^^^ ^*^'*y ^*y^ °' Resurrection State. 



The early years of our Lord before His Baptism are 

often broadly characterized as the Silent Years ; 

The first year and a quarter of His Ministry, from His 

Baptism to the Imprisonment of John, as toe period of Oliscurity ; 

The second year, from the imprisonment of John to the 

Discourse on the Bread of Life, as the period of - - Popularity ; 

The third year, from the Discourse on the Bread of Life 

to the Resurrection, as the period of Oppoaition; 

And the forty days, from the Resurrection to the Ascen- 
sion, as the period of the Resurrection State. 

The 2nd edition of Andrew's Life of Our Lord (N. Y. : Scribners, 
1891, $2.50) ; and Davies' edition of Rohinson's Harmony of the Four 
Qospels (N. Y. : Revell, 60 cts.), have been used below. 

' A Detailed Harmony, carefully compiled by James Hillhouse, will 
be found in the Scholar's Manual of this course, or may be purchased 
for 5 cents. 
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PATE. 



Oct. 



B. C. 5. 

Mar. — Apr. 



June. 
Dec. 



B.C. 4., 

January. 
February. 



May. 



It. D. 8. 

April 8. 



A. D. 26. 

Summer. 

A.D.27. 

Jan. 
Jan. - Feb. 

Feb. 



Apr. 11-17 



Jerusalem 



Nazareth . 
Judea ... 

Nazareth . 
Judea 

Bethlehem 



Jerusalem . 
Bethlehem , 



Egypt .... 
Bethlehem 
Nazareth . 



Jerusalem 



Judea , 



The Jordan 

Desert of Judea. 
Bethany be- 
yond Jordan. 



Galilee . . 

Jerusalem 

« 

Judea . . . 



Introduction of Evangelists. 
Genealogies 



Annunciation to Zacharias .... 
Elisabeth conceives a son and lives 
in retirement 



Mary 

to Elisabeth 



Annunciation to S. 
Visit of S. Mary 

{Magnificat) 

Annunciation to Joseph 

Birth of John the Bapitist {Bene- 

dictue) 

Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem 

to be taxed 

The Birth op Jesus Christ. 
The Angel and the Shepherds . . 



Circumcision of Jesus Christ . . 

Presentation in the Temple {Nunc 
Dimittia) 

Manifestation of Christ to the Gen- 
tiles (Visit of the Wise Men) . 

Flight into Egypt 

Massacre of the Innocents 

Return to Nazareth and sojourn 
there 



Jesus at twelve years of age at 
tends the Passover 



Preaching of John the Baptist . . . 



Baptism of Jesus Christ 

Temptation of Jesus Christ 

Deputation of Priests and Levites 

to John the Baptist 

Witness of John the Baptist . . . 

The ilrst Disciples 

Wedding at Cana. (l) Turning 

of water into wine 

Passover. Jesus cleanses the Tem 

pie for the first time 

Conversation with Nlcodemus .... 



Christ begins to baptize 

Further testimony of John the 
Baptist 



ROB. 
HARM. 

I 



1 

13 



9 

9 

10 
11 
11 

11 



12 
14 



15 
16 

18 
18 
19 

20 

21 

22 

r 23 

I 24 

'23 
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DJTV< 



.D.27. 

Dec. 



A.D.2S. 

Mar. 80- ( 
6. f 



April 



April. 



Apr.-May. 



May. 
Early 
Summer. 



Early ) 
. I 



Summer. 



Autumn. 



Judea .... 

Sychar 

Galilee 

J Cana ( 

1 Capernaum., f 



Jerusalem . 



Galilee . . . . 

N'azareth . . 
Capernaum 



Galilee 

Capernaum . . . . 



Near Capernaum 
Galilee 



Near Capernaum 

Capernaum . . . 

Naln 

Galilee 



Christ departs into Galilee 

Conversation with Samaritan 



woman 

Christ teaches publicly in Galilee 
(2) Healing of the nobleman's son 



A few weeks spent in retirement 
Passover. (8) Healing of Cripple 
at Pool of Bethesda on the 

Sabbath 

Discourse on the relation between 



the Father and the Son. 



Christ goes into Galilee after the 
arrest of John the Baptist. . 

Rejection at Nazareth 

He takes up his abode at Caper- 
naum 

Calls first four Disciples. (4) First 
Draught of Fishes v. 

(5) Heals a denioniac in Syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath 

(6) Heals S. Peter's ' mother-in- 
law and many others on the 
Sabbath 

Ministry in Galilee 

(7) Healing of a leper 

(8) Healing of a paralytic. Power 
to forgive sin 

Callinsr of Levi (S. Matthew) 

Disciples pluck corn on the Sabbath 
(0) Healing of withered hand on 

the Sabbath 

Jesus withdraws to seashore . . . 

Chooses the Twelve . . V 

Sermon on the Mount. The Lord's 



Prayer 

(10) Healing of the Centurion's 
servant 

(11) Raising of widow's son from 
death 

John in prison sends his disciples 
to Christ 

Reflections of Jesus on appealing 
to His mighty works 

In house of Simon, anointing of 
Jesus by a woman who had 

been a sinner 

1. Parable of the Two Debtors 

Christ preaches in the cities of 
Galilee 



BOB. 
HABM. 



24 

25 
26 
27 



36 

24 

28 

28 
29 
30 

31 
32 
33 

34 
35 
37 

38 
30 
40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

49 

46 

47 
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Chronological Index. 



DATE. 


PLACE. 


EVEXT. 


ROB. 
HARM. 

i 


A.D.28. 

Autumn. 


Capernaum .... 

«4 

Galilee 

Sea ot Galilee . . 
(« tt tt 

It It tt 

It tt tt 
Gergesa 

Capernaum .... 
tt 

tt 

Nazareth 

Galilee 

Machaerus .... 

Capernaum .... 

tt 

Bethsaida 

Sea of Galilee . . . 
Gennesaret .... 
Capernaum .... 

Region of 1 
Tyre & Sidon. . f 


(13) Healing of blind and dumb 
demoniac 


48 




Pharisees blaspheme. Discourse on 






Blasphemy 


48 




The Jews seek a sign 


49 




Visit of the Mother and brethren 
of Jesus 


50 




2. Parahle of the Four Kinds of 

Soil (i.e.. The Sower) 

3. Parable of the Tares and other 

parables^ viz 


54 
55 




4. The Growth of the Seed 

5. The Mustard Seed 






«. The Leaven 






7. The Hidden Treasure 






8. The Pearl of Great Price 

9. The Drag-net 






The two followers. The three 
seekers 


80-56 




(13) Stilling of the tempest 

(14) Healing of the Gadarene de- 
moniacs .■.-.•»*.- 


56 
57 




Feast at house of Levi. Remarks 






on Fasting 

(15) Raising of daughter of Jairus 
from death to life. (16) Heal- 
ing of woman with . issue of 
blood 


58 
59 




(17) Restoring of sight to two 
blind men 


- 60 


A. D. «9. 

Winter. 


(18) Healing of dumb demoniac. 

Second rejection at Nazareth 

Sending forth of the Twelve. 
Discourse on the Mission of 


61 




the Twelve 


62 


April. 


Death of John the Baptist. 
Herod's opinion of Christ.... 

Christ's return to Capernaum 

Return of the Twelve 


63 
64 




Crossing sea, and (19) feeding 
of Five Thousand 


64 




(20) Christ walks upon the sea. . 

Heals many at Gennesaret 

Address in Synagogue on the 


65 
65 




Bread of Life 


66 


Summer. 


Disciples eat with unwashed hands 

(21) IJeallng of daughter of Syro- 

phoBnician woman 


67 
68 
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A. D. 29. 

Summer. 



Oct. 11-18. 



Autumn. 



Decapolis 



Capernaum . . 
Sea of Galilee. 

Bethsaida . 
Jerusalem . < . 



f Near Casarea \ 
1 Phillppl . . . J 

Mt. Hermon 



Nov. - Dec. 



Galilee . ... 
Capernaum 



Galilee . 

Samaria 
Galilee . 
Peraea . 



(22) Healing of deaf and dumb 
man and others • • 

(28) Feeding of Four Thousand. 

Pharisees again seek a sign . . . . . . 

His Disciples warned against the 
leaven of the Pharisees 

(24) Healing of a blind man. . 
Christ at the feast of Tabernacles 

The woman taken in adultery 

Teaching of Christ. Attempt to 

stone Him . -- -"l': ':-\" 

(25) Healing on the Sabbath of a 
man born blind «* * * * 

Discourses. Jesus^ the Good Shep- 



BOB. 
HARM. 

_J 



herd 

Jesus returns to Galilee 

S. Peter confesses his faith 

Jesus addresses the people. First 
Lesson on the doctrine of the 
Cross 

The Tbanspiguration op Jesus 

pjMiiTgiji 

Jesus explains the coming of Ellas 

(26) Heals the demoniac boy 

Foretells His death and resurrec 

tion • • • • 

(27) Provides tribute money (i.e.. 
Temple dues) • 

Dispute who should be greatest 
child in the midst. Discours 
on Humility. 

10. Parable of the Unmerciful 
Servant , • • • • 

Christ's final departure from 

Galilee 

His rejection* in Samaria 
The half-hearted disciple 
The Seventy sent forth. 
Jesus follows, teaching. . 
Return of the Seventy.. 

11. Parable of the Oood Sam- 
aritan 



69 
69 
70 

71 
72 

83 
84 

85 

90 

90 



73 

74 

75 
75 
76 

77 

78 

79 



Disciples again taught how to pray. 

Tne Lord's Prayer repeate d. . 

12. Parable of the Selfish 

Neighbor 

Feast at Pharisee's house 

upon Pharisees 

Discourse. 18. Parable of 

Foolish Rich Man 



Woes 



the 



94 
80 
56 
81 
94 
89 

86 



-88 

51 
52 
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ROB. 


DATS. 


PLACE. 


EVENT. 


HARM. 

i 


A. D. 29. 








Nov.-Dec. 


Pera6a>**<*»«* ......... 


14. Parable of the Barren Fiff 
Tree 






« 


53 




(28) Healing of infirm woman on 








the Sabbath . 


94 




«« 


Parables of the Mustard Seed and 








the Leaven (perhaps repeated) 
Christ goes, teaching and Journey- 


94 




It 








ing, towards Jerusalem. Is 








warned against Herod 


95 




Bethany . ...... 


He visits Mary and Martha 


87 


Dec. 20-27 


Jerusalem 


Feast of Dedication. Discourses. 


91 




«« 


Jews attempt to stone Him 


91 




Bethany beyond 








Jordan 


He retires beyond Jordan. ...... 


91 


A.D.30. 

January. 


Peraea 


Dines with a Pharisee. <29) Heal- 
ing on the Sabbath of a woman 








ill with dropsy 


96 




<« 


15. Parable of the Great Supper. 
What is required of true disciples 
Parables of 16. the Lost Sheep, 


96 




«* 


97 




** 








and 17. the Lost Coin 


98 




*t 


18. Parable of the Lost Son {i.e.. 








the Prodigal Son) 


■98 




*« 


10. Parable of the Elder Brother. 






4» 


20. Parable of the Prudent Stew- 








ard {i.e., the Unjust Steward) 


99 




U 


Pharisees reproved. 21. Parable 








of the Rich Man and Lazarus. 


100 




it 


Jesus instructs the Disciples 






M 


22. Parable of the Ploughing Ser- 
vant 


101 


Jan. - Feb. 


Bethany 


(30) Raising of Lazarus from the 








grave 


92 




«< 


Counsel of Jews to put Christ to 








death 


93 




He retires to Ephraim 


93 


Feb. - Mar. 


Ephraim . . . 


Sojourns in Ephraim until Pass- 






Samaria 


over is at hand 


93 




(31) Cleansing of ten lepers 


82 




Peraea 


The coming of the Kingdom of God 
Parables of 23. the Importunate 


102 




** 








Widow and the Unjust Judge, 








24. the Pharisee and the Pub- 








lican 


103 




« 


Precepts concerning divorce 

Jesus receives and blesses little 


104 




(I 






« 


children 


105 




The rich young man 


106 




25. Parable of the Laborers in the 








Vineyard , 


1«6 


March. 


tt 


Christ again foretells His death . . 


107 
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A. D. 30. 

March. 



Frl. Mar. 31 
Sat. Apr. 1 



San. Apr. 2 
&fon. Apr. 8 



Tues. 
April 4. 



Wed. ) 
. 5. f 



Apr. 



Peraea « 

« 

Near Jericho. 
Jericho . .... 
Bethany . . . . 



Jerusalem . . 

Mt. of Oliyes 

Jerusalem . . 



Mt. of Olives 
Temple at 
Jerusalem . . 



Mt. of Olives. 



Jerusalem . 
Bethany . . 



Ambition of S. James and S. John 
Second Lesson on the doctrine of 

the Cross 

(32) Healing of blind men — Bar- 

timaeus and another 

Zacchaeus receives the Master. . . 
26. Parable of the Ten Pounds. . . 

Christ comes to Bethany 

Anointing of the Master by Mary 
Third Lesson on the doctrine of 

the Cross 



Triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
visit to Temple and return to 
Bethany 

(88) Condemning of the unfruit 
ful fig tree 

Second cleansing of the Temple. 
Return to Bethany 

The fig tree withered 



Christ's authority questioned . . . 

27. Parable of the two Sons . . . 
t. Parable of the Wicked Hus- 
bandmen 

29. Parable of the Marriage of 
the King's Son 

Pharisees question Christ about 
Tribute 

Sadducees question about the 
Resurrection 

Lawyer questions about the Great 
Commandment 

The Master asks : What think ye 
of Christ? 

Condemnation of Scribes and 
Pharisees, i,e,. Discourse on 
Pharisaism 



Lamentation over Jerusalem 

The Widow's two mites 

Greeks seek Christ. Discourse. . 

Prophecy of overthrow of the Tem- 

Ble and end of the world, i.e., 
discourse on the Last Things . 

80. Parable of the Ten Virgins . . 

81. Parable of the Intrusted Tal- 
ents 

The Last Judgment 

Plotting of rulers. Bargain of Judas 

Jesus seeks retirement 
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108 



109 
110 
110 
111 

131 



112 

113 

113 
114 

115 
115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 

121 

123 
123 

123 

124 
125 
127 
128 
129 
129 

129 
130 
131 
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BOB. 
HABM. 

5 



A.D.30. 



Thur. \ 

. 6. ; 



Apr. 



JerusaleiOi . 



Midnight. 
Friday j 
Apr. f. } 
1-5 A.M. 



5-6 A. M. 



9 A. M. 



Mt. of Olires. 



Jerusalem . . . 



Preparation for the Passovsb. 

Arrival at the upper room 

Strife for precedence 

The Master washes the feet of 

His Disciples 

The Paschal Supper 

Christ names the betrayer. Judas 

goes out 

Institution of the Supper of the 

Lord 

Fourth Lesson on the doctrine of 

the Cross 

Christ foretells the fall of S. Peter 

Farewell Diacoorse of Jeans.,. 



Intercessory Prayer of Jeaua Christ 
The Master goes forth. S. Peter's 

confidence v: * ** 

The agony in the garden of Geth- 

semane 

The betrayal of the Christ 

His arrest. (S4) Healing of Mai 

cbus* ear 

Christ led to Annas, then to 
Caiaphas 



Christ before Caiaphaa 

Christ before the Sanhedrin... 

I>enials of S. Peter 

Christ mocked by His enemies. 

Meeting of the Sanhedrin. Con- 
demned for blasphemy 

Death of Judas 

Christ before Pilate ; charged with 
treason 

Christ sent to Herod 

Pilate seeks to release Him. Jews 
demand Barabbas 

Christ condemned to death. 
Scourged and mocked by soldiers 

Pilate again seeks to release Christ 

Christ led away to be crucified. 

The Cbucipixion op Chbist. . . 

First word from the Cross ("Fa- 
ther, forgive them ; for they 
know not what they do") 

Soldiers cast lots for His garments 

Jews mock at Jesus on the Crors. 

Second word (**To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise") .... 



132 
133 
133 

134 
133 

135 

137 

13B 
138 
130 
140 
141 

142-13< 

142 
143 

143 



144 

144 
144 
144 
145 

145 
151 

146 
147 

148 
148 
149 
150 
152 
153 



153 
153 
154 

154 
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DATB. 


PLACS. 


EVBNT. 


ROB. 
HARM. 

i 


A.D.50. 


Jerusalem 

u 
it 

*4 
M 
<« 
<« 

41 

tt 

tt 
<l 

« 

Emmaus 

Jerusalem 

it 

Sea of Galilee.. 
Galilee 

Jerusalem 

Bethany . ...... 


Third word ("Woman, behold thy 
Son") 


154 


12 M. 
8 P.M. 


Darkness covers the land 

Fourth word ("My God, my God, 

why hast Thou forsaken me?*') 

Fifth word ("I thirst") 

Sixth word ("It is finished") 

Seventh word ("Father, into Thy 

hands I commend my Spirit") 
Jesus ChHst dies. Veil rent. 

Earthquake 


155 

155 
155 
155 

155 

155-156 


3-6 P. M. 


Christ's Body is pierced with a 
spear in the side and is taken 
down from the Cross 

The burial. The watch at the 
Sepulchre 


157 
157-158 


Sun. Apr. 9 


The morning of the Rbsurrbction 
OF THB Christ 


159 
160 

160 
160-161 

163 

164 

. 162 

165 

166 




Women come to the Sepulchre . . . 
Mary Magdalene calls S. Peter 

and S. John 

The women at the Sepulchre 

S. Peter and S. John go to the 

Sepulchre 

Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene 

He appears to the women 

The guard report to the priests. . 
Jesus appears to two on the way 

to Emmaus 




He appears to S. Peter 


166 




He appears to the Apostles except 
Thomas 


167 
168 


Sun. Ap. 16 


He appears to the other Apostles 
with S. Thomas 


April. 
Apr. - May. 


He appears to seven in Galilee.. 

(35) Second Draught of Fishes. . 

Christ appears to a multitude. 
The (ireat Commission. Bap- 
tism : Trinitarian formula . . . 

He appears to S. James 


169 
169 

170 
171 
171 
172 
172-175 


Thur. I 
May 18 f 


He appears to all the Apostles.. 
The Ascension op Jbsus Christ 
Conclusions of S. Mark and S. John 
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A NEW SERIES OP 

Sunday School Text Books 

A Model Series Based on the 
Source Method 

Prepared hy a Special Committee of the Sunday School 
Commission of the Diocese of New- York. 

A graded Series of Church Lessons, based on thorough educa- 
tional and practical principles, the ** Source Method/' found so 
admirable in other series. These Lessons are Ghurchly, adapted 
to schools requiring from 26 to 40 Lessons per year, with Reviews 
and Examinations, definite work for home study, with written 
answer work, and special class material. Useful Memoriter 
Passages consisting of Hymns, Psalms, Collects, and Scripture 
Selections are provided. Pictures and other aids are suggested. 
Good Maps and Charts are supplied. The several Series comprise: 
[No postage, express, or delivery included in prices mentioned.} 

Kindergarten Lessons for Church Sunday Schools. 

A Manual for the Instruction of Beginners. Cloth 75 cts. 
Postage 7 cts. 

The Story of the Christian Year. 

To be used either as a Special Course of Half-a-Year or in 
conjunction with Catechism or Prayer Book Courses. 6 cts. 

The Church Catechism Illustrated and Explained. 

Part of the combined Course on Catechism, Christian Year, 
and Prayer Book, or to be used separately as a Distinct 
Course. 12 cts. 

Our Book of Worship: How to Use the Prayer Book in Services. 
Part of the combined Course on Catechism, Christian Year, 
and Prayer Book, or to be used separately as a Distinct 
Course. 10 cts. 

Hero Stories of the Old Testament. 

Two sets (2 parts to each set) of Courses, each course com- 
prising a year, for children from 8 to 10 years of age. 

First Year, Part I., with LittUfield maps in colors, 7 cts. 

First Year, Part II., 7 cts. 

Second Year, Part I., 7 cts. 

Second Year, Part II., 7 cts. 
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Teachers' Manual for Hero Stories, 
First Year, Part I., 25 cts. 
First Year, Part II., 25 cts. 
Second Year, Part I., 25 cts. 
Second Year, Part II., with Littlefield maps in colors, 25 cts. 

OB 
Old Testament Stobies. 

First Year, Part I., 6 cts. 
First Year, Part II., 6 cts. 

(1) The Life op Jesus Chbist Oxjb Lobd. (Junior,) 

Two parts, comprising a one-year course for children from 
10 to 13. 

Part I., with Littlefield maps in colors, 11 cts. 

Part II., 10 cts. 
Teachers' Manual for the Junior Life of Christ, 

Part I., 40 cts. 

Part II., 25 cts. 

(2) Teachings op Jesus Chbist, or Christian Ethics for 

Younger Children. {Junior Grade,) 

(Designed to follow the foregoing; a One-year Course for 
Children from 10-13 years.) 
Part I., with Littlefield map in colors, 10 cts. 
Part II., 10 cts. 

Teachers' Manual for Christum Ethics. 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

Stobies of Eably Chbistian Leadebs. 

A one-year course on the Apostolic Church, for an earlier age 
than the S. Paul Course named below; i.e., for scholars from 
12-15 years. 

Part I., 10 cts. 

Part II., 10 cts. 

Tea^shers' Handbook on Junior Apostolic Course or Earlj^ 
Christian Leaders, 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 
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Oll» Testament History. , 

A one-year course, combining the two-year course of Stories 
into an historic outline, for scholars from 13-15 years. 

Part I., toith Littlefield maps in colors, 10 cts. 

VeiXtll,t with Littlefield maps in colors, 11 cts. 
Teachers* Handbook on Old Testament History, 

Part I., 25 cts. 

Part II., 25 cts. 

Lives of Old Testament Worthies. 

A one-year course, in which the subject is treated biographie- 
ally, for scholars from 13-15 years. Intended for schools that 
find the more difficult course of Old Testament History un- 
adapted to tlieir classes. 

Part I., with Littlefield maps in colors, 11 cts. 

Part II., with Littlefield maps in colors, 12 cts. 
Teachers' Manual on Old Testament Worthies, 

Part I., with Littlefield maps in colors, 25 cts. 

Part II., with Littlefield maps in colors, 25 cts. 

(3) The Life of Jesus Christ the Messiah. (Senior.) 

Two parts, comprising a one-year course for scholars from 
14-19. This contains almost nothing of the teaching found 
in the Junior Course. 

Part I., 10 cts. 

Part II., 10 cts. 
Teachers' Manual for the Senior. Life of Christ. 

Part I., 25 cts. 

Part II., 25 cts. 

(4) The Teachings of Jesus Christ the Messiah Concerning 

THE Kingdom of God. {Senior.) 
Two parts, comprising a one-year course for scholars from 14-19. 

Part I., 10 cts. 

Part II., 10 cts. 
Teachers' Manual for the Teachings of Jesus Christ the Messiah, 

Concerning the Kingdom of Ood. {Senior.) 

Part I., 25 cts. 

Part II., 25 cts. 

B. Paul and the First Christian Missionaries. 

Two parts, comprising a one-year course for scholars from 14-19. 
Part I., 10 cts. 
Part II., 10 cts. 
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Teachers' Manual for the 8. Paul Course, 
Part I., 26 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 
The History of the Chbistian Church. 

A most interesting one-year course for scholars from 16 years 
up to adult age. 
Part I., 15 cts. 
Part II., 15 cts. 
Epistles of the New Testament. 
Part I., 10 cts. 
Part II., 10 cts. 
Teachers* Manual for Epistles of the 'Sew Testament, 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

Aids in Sunday School Work 

Religious Education. 

A Comprehensive Text-Book. By the Rev. Wm. Walter 
Smith, M.A., M.D., Secretary of the New York Diocesan Sun- 
day School Commission. Cloth, 8vo, $2.00; by mail $2.20. 

The Elements op Child Study and Religious Pedagogy. 

In simple and practical form. Illustrated. By the Rev. 
Wm. Walteb Smith, M.A., M.D. Cloth, 90 cts. ; by mail $1.00. 

Sunday School Teaching. A Manual for Teacher Training. 
Sunday School Pedagogy, Child-Study, and School Organiza- 
tion. A Manual for Teachers and Normal Classes. By the Rev. 
Wm. Walteb Smith, M.A., M.D. Manila cover, 50 cts. net. 
Postage 5 cts. Third edition, revised and enlarged. 

Atlas of Bible and Misstonaby Maps. 

A handbook of 62 maps, for teachers and Sunday School pupils, 
covering Bible and Church History. Historical and tracing 
maps for individual study. Prepared by The New York Sun- 
day School Commission. 3d thousand. 15 cts., by mail 18 cts. ; 
10 or more copies, 10 cts. each, express charges additional. 

Orders for any of these may be addressed to 
THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN C0.» MiKvaukcc, Wis. 

OB TO 

THE NEW YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMISSION^ Inc 

416 Lafayette Street, NEW YORK 
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A GRADED SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEME ACCORDING TO THE 

COMPIA) BV TNB REV. WM. WALTER SMIIK MJL. M.IX. MOOn OP THE CBNSSAL BOAHO OP RSUCKHS EDUCATION. 
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Sunday School Commission 

Diocese of New York 

JDIOCESAN HOUSE, 416 Lafayette Street, Telephone 6868 Spring 



Rev. Canon Pascal Habroweb^ Chairman, West New Brighton, N. Y. 
Rev. Wm. Walter Smith, M.A., M.D., Sec'y, 416 Lafayette St., N. Y. 
Mr. H. H. Pike, Treaaurefy 140 Pearl St., New York. 



Rev. Henry Mottet, D.D., Church of the Holy Communion, New York. 
Rev. Geo. R. Van de Water, D.D., St. Andrew's Church, New York. 
Rev. Harry P. Nichols, D.D., Holy Trinity Church, New York. 
Rev. De Witt L. Pelton, Ph.D., St. James* Church, Fordham, N. Y. 
Rev. Milo H. Gates, D.D., Chapel of the Intercession, New York. 
Rev. Frank Flood German, St. Thomas' Church, Mamaroneck, N. Y. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 
Rev. Lester Bradner, D.D., St. John's Church, Providence, R. I. 
Nicholas Murray, Butler, LL.D., President of Columbia University 

New York. 
Walter L. Hervey, Ph.D., New York Board of Education. 
Chas. W. Stoughton, Esq., 96 5th Ave., New York City. 
Edw. R. Finch, Esq., 37 5th Ave., New York City. 
Dr. Andrew F. Currier, Ascension Church, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Prop. Stephen H. Bayne, Intercession Chapel, New York. 
Mr. Norman H. Walker, Christ Church, New Brighton, New York. 

EX-OFFICIO. 
The BISH0PS op New York. 
The Archdeacons of New York. 



150 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SUNDAY SCHOOL EXIDBIT. 

The Sunday School Commission has endeavored to collect, classify, 
and exhibit etbbtthino relating in any manner, directly or indirectly, 
to Sunday School Work and Teaching. We have now an Bxhibit of 
over 26,000 articles, from the United States, Canada, and Europe — 
books, maps, charts, models, pictures, and other aids. The Bxhibit is 
open daily from ten to five, at the office* of the Commission, Diocesan 
House, 416 Lafayette Street, New York. 
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